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Abstract: City of Zigong in Sichuan province is always known as “millennium salt city”, and the well salt
mining has more than one thousand years of the history. The overhead traveling crane is not only an important
tool of ancient salt mining, but also a symbol of salt industry and a card of Zigong city. In order to protect the
material cultural heritage, we took through on-the-spot investigation and visit, then found that there are 18
overhead traveling crane in Zigong, but they are lack of good maintenance in which three seats were badly
damaged which need to be maintained timely; there are only ten rollers worker to maintain the overhead trav-
eling crane who are too old to protect them. Because of the technological progress of salt, the affections of the
overhead traveling cranes weakened and the roller work reduced gradually then the technique of roller have to
face to the extinction. If we do not inherit and conserve the technique and ignore the attentions to develop and
train human resources of the roller workers, the overhead traveling crane culture which has the symbolic
meaning will gradually disappear in front of the sight line of the people, which will be a heavy loss upon the
history and culture of the salt industry.
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