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Abstract

In this paper, the relationship between natural science and humanities and social sciences is sep-
arately discussed on the basis of the mature of Information Science in the early 21st century. Be-
fore the maturity of information science, the worldview and methodology of natural science dom-
inated the world, this is, science is equal to natural science. Humanities and social scientists dis-
agree with that argument, but say that science is equal to natural science plus humanities and so-
cial sciences. Critics say that the former is “hard science”, while the latter is “soft science” or even
“unscientific one”. In fact, humanities and social scientists follow the methodology of physics and
try to describe the phenomena of humanities and society with numbers and formulas. However,
even though they persisted for hundreds of years, their aims have not succeeded. After the matur-
ity of information science, it advocates its own “science-view”: the carrier of information is ma-
terial, but information itself is not material; the natural science of studying material objects is
science, and the information science of studying non-material existence is also science. Natural
science denies the existence of “non-material” and refuses to study “non-material”, but informa-
tion science must be based on the study of material carriers of information, and computer soft-
ware science must be based on hardware science, therefore, information science is such a science
that “contains” natural science. Accordingly, because of a failure to imitate natural science for a
long time, humanities and social scientists have chosen the method of information science, expe-
rienced the baptism of “subject informatization”, and developed the important branches of infor-
mation science, namely “Humanitic Informatics” and “Social Informatics”. At this time, they found
their sense of belonging, reconsidered the relationship between natural science and humanities
and social sciences, and of course recognized that “science is equal to natural science plus infor-
mation science”.
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Figure 1. “1 + 4 + 3” structure of the discipline of information science
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Figure 2. Relationship between natural sciences and
humanities and social sciences
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Figure 3. Natural science, information science, and their relationship
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