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Abstract

Objective: To study the effect of microRNA-122-5p (miR-122-5p) on infection-related liver fibrosis
and its molecular mechanism. Methods: HBsAg and HBeAg enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay
(ELISA) kit and real-time fluorescence quantitative polymerase chain reaction (RT-qPCR) were
used to detect HBV surface antigen (HBsAg), antigen (HBeAg) levels, HBV DNA and HBV covalent
closed circular DNA (cccDNA) levels, respectively. The corresponding protein levels were detected
by Western blot. The expression of Circ. MTM1 and miR-122-5p in human hepatic stellate cells
(LX-2 cells) and HBV-related hepatic fibrosis tissue was detected by RT-qPCR. Bioinformatics soft-
ware StarBaseV3.0 was used to predict the possible target genes of miR-122-5p, and dual lucife-
rase assay was used to determine the regulatory effect of miR-122-5p on the expression of its tar-
get gene Circ_ MTM1. Results: The expression of miR-122-5p was low in HBV-associated liver fibro-
sis tissues and cells, while the expression of Circ. MTM1 was high in HBV-associated liver fibrosis
tissues and cells. The expression of Circ. MTM1 is down-regulated by miR-122-5p, and the process
of HBV-related liver fibrosis can be inhibited by down-regulating Circ. MTM1. Conclusion: There is
a targeting relationship between miR-122-5p and Circ_. MTM1 in HBV-related liver fibrosis, and
Circ_.MTM1 plays a promoter role in the process of HBV-related liver fibrosis by regulating the lev-
el of liver fibrosis-related proteins.
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1. 51§

LTIRT R IRTE(HBV)EGE B MERT 46 RFEF4E4b. FFREAG AN AT 40 M (HCCO) S8 I £ B I &R 2
—, AN E K A ERAE R A 1] At AR 3.5 12 N1B VR YL HBV, BE4EZ045 100 71 ASET HBV
FHRIEARRE, 12VE HBV LT 5 44k [2] [3], EARIER 25%~40% ) HF4F 440 838 I B R e N R
fh R, L2 SEST4].

microRNAs (miRNAs) & —FK B h 19~25 MEEHRIIAERIL /N RNA, @il 5154 RNA (mRNA)FHE
VEW, fERESER RIEIIEIIRE[S5]. &IHM miRNAs SHMAAE . K. BRAMMMLSE— RV ML
1T REAEIZW[6]. B2 KRR, 152 FRB N SEB0 h bk K IAFTE miRNAs (2K A[7]. #F
FUIESE microRNA-122-5p (miR-122-5p) 25 1 AN JMg AL AR, W s (8], JL B AL KO RIS 10]
PAK 4R 11]. 4RT, miR-122-5p BN HBV R4 KRR AN 28 . PRIk RNA
(Circular RNAs, circRNAs) 2 1EA—R EZ RIS RNA 7T A A LR ) PR RERE 7 M Rk =X, AT
LA 4 T AL LE TR ) A AR At Jee b R HE SRR FH12] [13]0 P2 FRIR RNA 9 O IR SEAE 4t A
JE R RIEEEAER[14]. B0, 0§ cicc RPS16 381K AT LAYE 36 4 7K ST 390 il FiT-Je 8 0088 10 2B K[ 151,
circ_104348 £ HCC L4 M4 rh ik i Fif, circ 104348 /KT HCC & WG B 2[16]. SR,
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Circ. MTM1 7£ HBV i L 4Etb i i1 i ANE R . AT EEWEFT, miR-122-5p i@ #E[A] Cire MTM1
X HBV A S -4 2 A 6 PRI AE AL o

2. MRIFSEE
2.1. ‘ApRiESE

LX-2 AN R R0 ) B R AR A A s ie == (h L, B . 5537 R DMED £572800 10%
fG2FMiE(FBS: W4T Invitrogen AH], £H), PiAEZRIEM 100 UmL MERFEZF 100 ng/mL =W
T Hyclone A#], ), IR IEE&M4 N 37°C. 5% EALBRIRAE, £ 37°CF, A 10"%/LHBV &4 LX-2
200 36 /NEF, BEJE, F 10 ng/mLTGF-B1 (14T R&D Systems A ], FE[E)EFEAML 36 /N o

2.2, ALAKEER

IEHL 2021 4F 07 H~2023 4 08 J 4 M R 28 5 — B B2 1 32 ) HBV A OCHEI4F 4 ik 3
HI A A 23 ) HARAR IR R 2R FrA 54 B MG SR 28 e Sk, 2 Wik HBV AH IS
Aitl, I H IO BRI S R . T IR SN R R R I Bt IS G
IRFEREET) PEEAENBET, HixRRHe 8 A SR MG R s .

2.3. ZEIRF X FREHLE(HBsAg)FA e Hi[E (HBeAg) M

SWEE HBV 4. TGF-p1 &R, FyuAREINAI) LX-2 ApsssE BiE, 5% BiEW 2500 rpm
2.0 5 min, —20°CE E )5 H . K HBsAg Al HBeAg ELISA 7 & (W4T Abcam A ], JL[E) & HBsAg
A1 HBeAg, F&brifERirE 4T,

2.4. HBV DNA #1 HBV cccDNA #30)

HBYV DNA [£)53 85 A 43 51 F I 70RN 40 g 1% % DNA 77 & (T QIAGEN A &, 4 [E) fl HBV DNA
M2 AR S8 T A2 AR, FE). cccDNA PRSI UW R : GCCTATTGATTGGAAAGTATGT (1E
)1 AGCTGAGGCGGTATCTA (Jx[F]), VA ABURL A5 D & HBV AF A€ Ebrif .

2.5. RNA 2SR E E B S iR K M

I Trizol 5% T Invitrogen A#], & E)VRYEIRAERAE N HBV FHSCHFEF4EAH 2RI 43 B HEHL
RNA . ¥ H SuperScript IV CellsDirect cDNA £ B E (4T Invitrogen A 7], £ [E ¥ mRNA %54 cDNA,
J£4% SYBR Green Master Mix (ThermoFisher)f] RT-qPCR &4t i3t BHH H F-AG I mRNA, #4557 P JL R 9 4
B3k F. L U6 M GAPDH 1E NN, % miR-122-5p. Circ MTM1 #EATFREALSZ ] . NP AR Sk 5 4t
: Circ MTM1: IE A 5% GCGACAAGTAGAGGAGAA, J%IA 5% AGAAGTTGATGCAGAAGC,
miR-122-5p: IE[[ 5% GTGACAATGGTGGAATGTGG, /xI15|% AAAGCAAACGATGCCAAGAC, U6:
E 1A 5% CTCGCTTCGGCAGCACA , J [H 514 AACGCTTCACGAATTTGCGT, GAPDH: IE A 5|4
AAGGCTGAGAATGGGAAAC, X [A 5% TTCAGGGACTTGTCATACTTC. KM 27 v it 5 46 I
miR-122-5p 1 Circ MTMI1 3L,

2.6. WEHEREIR SR

B EA B AERMWT)ERAA(MUT) miR-122-5p 45407 & Circ MTMI F414E N pGL3 J& 3 F ik
(T Invitrogen A, FEE)FHEIRERMA: Circ MTMI-WT (B4, Circ MTMI1-MUT (48 #), 4k
JE¥ HBV &G LX-2 4iffifl HBV 5 TGF-p1 J:Ab3) LX-2 4, 455 FH 5 K o8 e R R 15 #pk
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(Circ_ MTM1-WT & Circ. MTM1-MUT). B % %G & B 5 2 A miR-NC 8L miR-122-5p LG, gL
48 /BT S, SR PO ' 2 RS 2R 0 5 e R A ARG TG I, R K OB B R Ok R
I A 2R 5 e R R AR T 1

2.7. Western Blot

B 1.3 b3 E40M, F RIPA 2R (W T Beyotime AR, HERBUAESH, BT 10%~12%R K5
Pk fi&e 5t s FL Wk (SDS-PAGE) 73 23 85 1 J5 ¥ IS (PVDF), A J5 FH S%/BiRE 2P W 7E 2 i N EE 2 ho FIN 40 i 3
FARZBURE(PCNA, 1:1000, 4T Abcam AF], Je[E). H:5 485 HEF 2 (MMP2, 1:1000, 4T Abcam 2
7], BEE). a- I WS E A (a-SMA, 1:2000, 13T Abcam A 5], JeE). A 1 HBIRIR al 855 H(COLIAL,
1:1000, 5 Abcam 2w, 5 [ )AIH -3 -1 I it =B (GAPDH, 1:1000, - Abcam A ], FE) T 4°C
HAA . HeA IR B L 2E BT % —PT(1:2000, 1T Abcam AH], HE)ERE A 1.5 h, RIEHHELSE
RPEEEE, L GAPDH A2, f#iH Quantity One AT AW AKE, ®EU HMREASANSEA
GAPDH F4 /% ¥ (integrated-optical density, IOD) EL{E 278 5 FH IR IA K F

2.8. GiHESR

TG it HE R ) SPSS 22.0 4bFH, EIJEA# Al GraphPad Prism 6.0 #H 2 . SEIGBHE DL x + s FR,
HIF LLECR FH one-way ANOVA 704, 2RI ZE K E t R . P <0.05 WA SR .

3. R
3.1. Circ. MTM1 Z£ HBV B0 LX-2 {BEFBF A4 AR h S ERIE

NEEFE HBV £ LX-2 40 b i S HI0, Jok LX-2 415 HBV fE8; 55 3E b L [H¥ F 36 h, HBV ]
FEYL X2 A0 I B, ek ARk HBs AT HBe (WL I4] 1(A)), HBsAg Hil HBeAg 7E HBV 41 LX-2
YA AR B AR AR ER ) LX-2 4 R IE B [, HBV B S8 T LX-2 40+ ) HBV DNA /KF I
WL 1(B))o [FIRAE HBV YL LX-2 4H i ks ) 31555 55 5 AR cccDNA (WL 1(0)). X e 45 IR L 1
e Th, HEAAKET 1 EEA(TGE-A1)/E HBV M 4uAb AT b R E B . B,
HBV B4 LX-2 4125 10 ng/mL TGF-p1 L[5 E 36 h, Kl 2 4E 46 AH % B H (a-SMA . COL1A1.MMP2
1 PCNA)/KF. Western blot SEIGEE R TR, H5ARZ TGF-A1 4 (1) HBV B4 LX-2 4t k, TGF-p1
3% I a-SMA. COL1A1. MMP2 fil PCNA FEHACFOLE 1(D)). R 544460 HBV ERYLH) LX-2 4
MR AF4E A 2R Cire MTMI RIS . S5ARGHEFZHAHLE, Circ. MTM1 7£ HBV &4 LX-2 4
RIS EIG N, JFAE TGF-B1 Al HBV BAA Ab FE 4 i b 8 gk — B8 n (L &l 1(E)). tbah, JRATRIN,
HIEH AL Cire MTM1 7E HBV AR A 4L AR R RIA Eifl(n = 32) (LI 1(F)). 25k, Z559%
] Circ. MTMI {£ HBV AHK 1) FH4F4EAL A 2R 4 i s 320 .

3.2. Circ. MTM1 EE & (XRS5 HBY iS5 SRFFA 4L

HWEF Cire MTM1 1E HBV AHIHME 4R T ZEN LA, K HBV AHICMEF AT 4L 445 70 2 si-NC
Al si-circ MTM1. RT-qPCR £ 57R, #44 si-circ MTMI1 417E HBV JEYLf1) LX-2 4L HBV J&YLAI
TGF-A1 31 LX-2 4 B2 305 T cire MTM1 [IFRIE(LIE 2(A)~(B)). #f& Circ MTMI1 A 525 1]
HBV /&4 LX-2 4+ HBsAg Al HBeAg /K F-(ILE] 2(C)). IbAF, FATUELR], 7E Circ MTMI @K1
HBV /&4 LX-2 4iffus, HBV DNA Fl cccDNA 7KF FIH(MLE 2(D)~(E)). TMiH., western blot SEIG4% 5
7N, Circ MTMI m{& A AT LA HBV A1 TGF-B1 Be & Ab3 LX-2 i+ a-SMA. COL1A1l. MMP2 I
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Figure 1. Circ. MTM1 is upregulated in HBV-associated liver fibrosis tissues and cells
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Figure 2. Circ. MTM1 knockdown attenuated HBV-related liver fibrosis
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FIEE KL 2(F))o 25 B, 0522 1 Circ. MTM1 7E HBV JEZLA HBV A I T 41 44k A i e g o
3.3. Circ. MTM1 & miR-122-5p RY$BEH

AT f# Circ MTM1 IFER, FRATTE Sl 415 B %5 StarBaseV3.0 T 7 Circ MTM1 ¥ {E)
#U1A] miRNAs, A miR-122-5p % T Circ MTM1 45 A0 AL 3(A)). SR 5B W R EEk 2 5
RS A AR IGUE SEAH 1%, 7F HBV 3¢ HBV YA TGF-A1 JLFRIACFER) LX-2 i, 54 miR-NC
AR, FY miR-122-5p HH B FFKT Circ MTMI-WT ZHRI %GR EEE M, X Cire MTMI1-MUT 4.
()97 't 2% BT PR B2 8 /N (L] 3(B)~(C)) - RT-gPCR 45 B R, % Cire. MTMI1 ] {233 HBV JEHL (1) LX-2
U LA KX HBV G A TGF-A1 BRA AL B LX-2 4 H () miR-122-5p HIRIE(E] 3(D)~(E)). I4k, /£ HBV
YL LX-2 40 ZH A miR-122-5p Fi& R, 1fi#E HBV YL Rl TGF-A1 AbHE 4 miR-122-5p ik BRI
Kl 3(F). H, 75 HBV fHX A4 2 R & miR-122-5p FRIAFEK(n = 32) (WL 3(G)). AR
I Circ MTM1 FIE 5 miR-122-5p FIEKF ZHAH K (r=-0.4961, P =0.0039) (LI 3(H)). ZEL, R
B, miR-122-5p /& Circ MTM1 [—AME A, I H 32 F] Cire. MTM1 67 ) 4%

3.4. miR-122-5p #PFIFIAT¥EE Circ MTM1 % HBV #H3EFFA4 4 T B0
RHE— RS Cire. MTMI 2 7538 5 42 miR-122-5p X HBV A& MEFF£F 44k f4mbE /Y, 34TSR
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S S
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2 g
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(F) RT-qPCR &l HBV #¢ TGF-p1 Ab# LX-2 408 miR-122-5p [H3KIE.
(G) RT-qPCR #&ill HBV #H 5T £F 4 X4 21 miR-122-5p FI/KFo
(H) % Pearson #5543 M7 773240 #7 Cire MTMI1 5 miR-122-5p (KA ISP = —0.4961, P = 0.0039). *P <0.05.

Figure 3. Circ. MTM1 directly targeted miR-122-5p
[& 3. Circ MTM1 E 385 miR-122-5p
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(A-B) RT-qPCR £l miR-122-5p 7KF-.

(C) X HBsAg il HBeAg ELISA R &7 S HBsAg F1 HBeAg /K.

(D-E) X RT-qPCR #ll HBV DNA Fl cccDNA /K.
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Figure 4. miR-122-5p inhibitor reversed the effects of Circ. MTM1 knockdown on HBV-related liver fibrosis
& 4. miR-122-5p #IFIFI#E4E T Cire MTM1 B{EXT HBV HHXFFEF 4 LA

miR-122-5p I FIBEAT RS . 76 HBV YL LX-2 401 L) J HBV /B4Rl TGF-B1 BAA AL EEf LX-2
SRR, miR-122-5p #IHIFIRZE W T Cire MTM1 @ik miR-122-5p FRIE M FAERHILIE 4(A)~(B)). 1E
HBV YL LX-2 A, BATRIL Cire MTMI [ % 535 B 1% T HBsAg A1 HBeAg /K, 1 E
IRAE P AT 4% miR-122-5p M FIEE 2 #0 R (L & 4(C))e BEAh, miR-122-5p 401 FIFE I 1 78 HBV B4t LX-2
40 ) HBV DNA Al cccDNA 7KFA Cire MTMI A& 306 /E B (ILE 4(D)~(E)). [FIES, WesternBlot
SEIG 45 AR, £ HBV B4 TGF-p1 3 [F/E I A LX-2 4, miR-122-5p FifEEF Wi T Circ MTMI
X a-SMAL COL1A1. MMP2 Al PCNA & AT HEHILIE 4(F)). 25 ., Z554E Cire MTM1
A DLE R 4% miR-122-5p X HBV JEYLFI HBV FH I FF LT 4EAL sk e RAE1EF
4. #ig

R IEE 2R, miRNAs TEFFAF 4R R PE B E/EH, miRNA 7o 4R Rk i 3= ZE Ry
#o FEIFLFYEAL P AELE KB miRNA B 578 %95, 1 miR-133b (KL AT E S 5180 2 R & R4 44k i
FRAERIEIIFE[17], circRNA9T #iF B A] LUE IS 4% miR-146b-5p/HIPK 1 @, 2 Z 0 RS AR
YU RSk, FRAE K R AR P S8 Hr IR 2T 4E RS, PR i ) — B TE M 1 2 FAR E I TR
BEFR[18] o MREE B 5T & B miR-155-5p {2 3E A 2 IRAU AL 75 AL X8 - S8 Ak B2 &% e SR A= [ 19] - miR-195-3p
A 4 E] PTEN 3R 0K 2 1E JF 22 0K 200 M A B B 41 A 1 R e [20] . AR ALK B, miR-122-5p &
Circ_ MTM1 —ANE T, JF HaJ B Cire MTMI Fla) 4% . Rl HBV AHIGH-£F 4EA0ZH 3R 240 rh R R
miR-122-5p Fiff. b4k, miR-122-5p #HIFIE % T Cire MTM1 @ fi&x HBV B4 A1 HBV AH G H4F
AL R o
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HBV DNA /Kt ZRUTF R BRI L DGR R 3, 55 A A XURS: (389 In 25 U0 AE G [21]. k4, HBV
cceDNA TEPUFR FFIA YT I 25 AR B RF A P le g 2o EE MR, th2& HBV B — MR & [22] [23].
TGF-A1 i s I RGN MAE HBV AH 05 h R B EAEFH[24]. EARSCHEFEH, 3 LX-2 40
HBV, H HBV E§e40fu ) HBsAg. HBeAg. HBV DNA. cccDNA % HBV [&4br EWKFTHE . 18
HBV &4 LX-2 4iffarf, £F4EfbMi%E 1 PCNA. MMP2. a-SMA. COLIAl HIEiE#H—5T 5, iEY
TGF-p1 {2t 7 HBV J&Js LX-2 40 I F4F4E4k . AR RNA FEF A 4ef i)k e g R v RIE B EAE A, 48
i, circ 0070963 A LU 3% miR-223-3p A1 LEMD3 $l#IFF£F4E1k[25]. ERATIBFFE T, Bk
circRNA Circ MTM1 2517 HBV M4 4L R &, IF H Tkl HBV AH 41 4E10 11 Cire MTMI
/Ko Circ MTM1 7E HBV M RFAF4Efb 4l fIZH 21 =ik, Cire MTMI 7E HBV B GL I F 4R 44k
EEEFTAER, X 5R26]FFBL27]FIH FLRARTT &, R Cire MTM1 19 F I 535 FK 7 HBV B4
PREDIHAKF . 2, Circ MTMI ZEHEUEEZHH 7 PCNA. MMP2. o-SMA 1 COL1A1 7E HBV #H
KR AFHEA AN T Rk

5. &g

5 LFRA, Cire MTMI 46 HBV HIHIFFA4EIL AL SUMARNuh BRERIL, Cire MTMI I I FF4F
HEALHISCER KT, 76 HBY AHSERT AP 4 (GRS ) R, Cire MTMI FTREZIIR HBV %
BFEPAEIL IR AT B MRS, RSV FHE T .
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