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Abstract

The Frankfurt School inherited and developed the essence of Marxism in its theory. However,
compared with traditional Marxism which focuses on political economy, the Frankfurt School pays
more attention to the interconnection between ideology and culture and various economic factors.
Against the background of new changes in capitalism, on the basis of inheriting Marxist theory, the
Frankfurt School reconstructed Marxian historical materialism and maintained a critical attitude
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towards capitalism. Their view of socialism, though different from traditional Marxism, is not to
propose a perfect model, but to reveal the real social defects and show the possibility of changing
capitalism. This paper will sort out the Frankfurt School’s view of socialism and explore whether it
deviates from the basic concepts of Marxism, explain the value of the Frankfurt School’s critical
theory, and defend the Frankfurt School and prove that it does not violate Marxism.
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