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Abstract

Liang Qichao, as an important representative of the ideological circle in the late Qing Dynasty,
personally experienced the historical process of “Western learning to the east”, and had a full say
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in the relationship between Confucianism and science. In the view of science, Liang Qichao went
through three stages. In the early period, Liang Qichao adhered to and respected the political ideas
of traditional Confucianism, hoping to realize the ideal ambition of governing the country and
leveling the world through it, and placed science in a subordinate position as a skill or a tool. In
the middle period, Liang Qichao saw the scientific factors behind the prosperity of Western Euro-
pean countries and gradually turned to the attitude of “scientism”. In his later years, Liang Qichao
rethought the relationship between Confucianism and science, and made a reconciliation and de-
marcation between Confucianism and science. He believed that science pursued objective know-
ledge, while Confucianism focused on life issues, and the scope and limitation of the two were dif-
ferent. From this, Liang Qichao’s view of science and culture was rounded and rationalized.
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