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Abstract

The president’s inaugural speech is a kind of political discourse. It is a speech made by the new
president to express his position and views to the public based on the domestic and international
political and economic situation. In order to win the support of the public, some language skills
are used in the discourse, and behind the language is the ideology of the speaker. Critical dis-
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course analysis (CDA) mainly studies the relationship between language and ideology, which can
help us to understand the deep meaning of discourse more systematically. With the help of corpus
tools, this paper builds a small corpus based on Biden’s inaugural speech, and carries out CDA from
the aspects of word selection, transformation, sentence types, discourse and rhetorical devices.
The results show that the main theme of Biden’s inaugural speech is unity, and the main language
skills used in the discourse include personal pronouns, modal verbs, passivity, nominalization,
declarative sentences, implicit messages and rhetorical devices. Biden used these language skills
to illustrate his political position, which is to pursue democracy, emphasize unity, and oppose po-
litical extremism and racism.
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1. 5|8

BUA RS B RIS S O R N S AN 3 Rk R EENEYE, BUAEE RS,
FEEAIE SR B AN UERIECA B ESE[1). M NBOATE VY — R E B R IR R,
EGRERE I H 2 AT 2 G B ATk E CINEGE S BUA AR SECRI Ll B it[2]. A
I R S AN R AL AR TR, RS % 5B NEN A SRS iE 0T i
Bl R IR B S . BIRERAZ ISR, N VEHE SR T EHESE . SRS N T EA AL
RSTIZA I BIFIE R, NUUE MBOA RIEQIEE R &M, STERPHES P IGHIEH —E MBS HI S
SR SR AR A (3] ASCF EIEFERE TR, ML, #f. AP, SESmBHEE
B RATHOT IR B, BERAHE S HITME RS Z ML R,
2. HipiES
2.1. #{TFEIRIE DR

HAPPERE O AUE MBS R, T2 E A2 e 0 B AEE, BimiE 5 sSehrmtt
LEANEERRAE R [4]. PR E I R R B R RN T B S . RIS =S
2R, MR REE S ol B RMNETR[5]. G0t /e N —bh & 55 EOA 1
AT S R R IR B . BT IE IE MR R RS S MRS X, B SR RAT
(At B, LEIRATE 2 AR IR B 2, TR O R £ 6]
22. BRIEEBSY

VR VE 5 S R B T L R BRI — T TR . TR B O F T R B SO AR S B4
Atk R SFERE TR, OB ERERE A8 SR TSR R B EL R R IR,
S SCAR AT . SRR S AT GE T A ST AR (AN A A A R S, T AT R AR SO AS
FINE, SRECE 5 5 MARGE A Ik, — Rl DU R 7045 R 0, — 2 S 20 48 SR O b L AR
7.
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3. MIRFE

ASEVAFEE U IR SCA R TE R B /N RERLE, 8L AntCone B, IZRLENE S E B4 E )
I, WAL BT RME SR =AM B I TR 5 B AR IR &S T i

4. RGERS5THL
4.1, JECIEHE

it AntCone HFEEE SIS A MM AT EATAO S, AT DU I P, AT 7 A3
WA WS RIS R G L 1

Table 1. Top 20 words in Biden’s Inaugural Speech
F* 1. FERIUERHIIS SRS (AT 20 1)

Rank Frequency Word
1 51 the
2 50 and
3 49 of
4 44 we
5 29 to
6 27 in
7 22 a
8 18 our
9 18 this
10 17 i
11 15 can
12 15 that
13 14 have
14 14 is
15 14 us
16 13 America
17 13 for
18 13 not
19 12 will
20 11 but

I A 1 AT DUE BIFE Ge v BRI U B B AT 20 AN EUEIE, IR 2 12 “the” (B11K).
Forp PSR IR B 2 1052 “we” (44 1K), HRGE “our” (18 R). “i” (17 IR). B 1EA B “can” (15
K)o HHILTT UE AR I AR, SR AT A 7 AR AESSE, 1A23 Jl M AFRARIA A
A BN PN A G v AR SCA R A AR

4.1.1. A#RIA
NFRARR] T LA I8 B AT i NS, DL RGRIE B NI S AL AIBIHLAE (7], SEi5TERS
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A BRI, 4P BURSE AR 45 BRI = AT, XTI e 6 PR g AR AR 847
P 2

Table 2. The use of personal pronouns in Biden’s Inaugural Speech

2. BERINERARRIDERRE

ANFRARIA HILRH HILE
ZH— AFK l/me/my 29 24.6%
55— NFRE % welus/our 76 64.4%
2~ NFK youlyour 7 5.9%
55 = AF& helshe/him/her/his 2 1.7%
55 = NFREEL they/ them/ their 4 3.4%

LR 2 ATRAE R 2 R S — AR, SRS — AR S o “we” ML 44 K,
“us” 14 WK, “our” 18 Ik, FL 76 K, (HEL 64.4%. XL — AFREIME R IIEVIE AL, W RIS
FETT A AR FF— 80K, X REE G — MR I, SUEIT AL, IR 78 a4t 51
AR . RS R TR T ey e A, A REE A e hlBa ety . KR A, N
AL RFTIT & . ULFF S 2 - ARRE S “we” R A CMSE S, SH
5% [ RAR H S5 ST B o

412, tAEEIA

SRR, P2 DAY 680 R I R 1 I i G AU DL B o A 22
Tk iR B8] LA 1 ESUASEH, LRI PR A A, X o LB s
WASEAIEAT i I 3:

Table 3. The use of modal verbs in Biden’s Inaugural Speech
= 3. FEERMIVEHMNIESENIRGE AR

B&shH HELRE LR
can 15 40.5%
will 12 32.4%
must 4 10.8%
may 3 8.1%

cannot 1 2.7%
need 1 2.7%
shall 1 2.7%

MF 3 ATLLE H “can” HBLHISR B, HLl o 40.5%, HOE “will” , B 12 K%, &5 Heh 32.4%.
X “can” MFEECIRIEEATRIZ, PTLAKIL “can” 5 — A “we” EH MM IRER % . XK AFEE
FEBEVE AR HFEBUR G AT AT ARG Bk, GFEH . SPH IR, FORA TR, T D X Lek
i, RARBGEA RATHERER . HRIESsE “will” 58— AWK “i” EHEMMRERSZ, Br T
SGERT RAR A » BRILZ AN, “will” SEFoR T, 2R IIR TR E I PR, HJ2 32 2 H 1)L 2 5ih
NATTE 225 e SR e ] 6o TR A
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4.2, H#

T 20 B o B AL T B SRS A AN A R X PR R L . BB A T R R 3 B A i B i
A, AT ) R B 1) B 2 ] i 4 1] B 4 ] R 2 [9] . X T A 5 T AR FE B TR UEE R
WE K.

5l 1: Millions of jobs have been lost. Hundreds of thousands of businesses closed. A cry for racial justice
some 400 years in the making moves us. The dream of justice for all will be deferred no longer.

) 1 H PR B e R R R B T A ST, Bl T ARk b “lost” F T BB TR A
RRMPRR ORI G R, H B LS E RACA VRS 2§ i i i B R, FE S AR B ami B 45 B
WA E N R PG ERA GEILEAEDS . Tl 32 SC1a) e 56 [RIAR VR &5 (], B0 R N R — EAEIE KR APk IE
X, fEIXH “deferred” HSRFEHEIR, smiAMIER A 24 2B,

5] 2:  And now, a rise in political extremism, white supremacy, domestic terrorism that we must confront
and we will defeat.

il 2 Hhdi 2 58 TN BOA om0 AN B [ R S SOX G A, Hrh “extremism”
“supremacy” I “terrorism” # & AR ZE R, T ARRGEENE AT - 10 “extremism” F5AMIIAT
& e LA IR AR A LN 58 R SEU 18] B B0VE W T 30, TR HEON 1 i 58  [AI  ATT PR, R
MY 2 TBG R I EEAT R R, 48 0 36 s R e AT B o (RIS R T T LR
Wy AR PR R s AR e L R T Pk, MRk 5 A E.

43. A1F9%H

FEMEVHE R, U0 H A R IRE B ORI A 2 [ W AR LA 5 S, BRida) E 2R
Mok s, a2y 1iE 3 H O 8 HFR R AR — A2 R IT3)[10]. FFE IR IHER I A 101
), HrhBRR G 96 f), [AEEZ) 95%, MM EHRES, R34, HEHEZ 3%. N EUR &
BlF- AT 73 M

5l 3: History, faith, and reason show the way, the way of unity. We can see each other not as adversaries
but as neighbors. We can treat each other with dignity and respect. We can join forces, stop the shouting, and
lower the temperature. For without unity, there is no peace, only bitterness and fury. No progress, only exhaust-
ing outrage. No nation, only a state of chaos. This is our historic moment of crisis and challenge, and unity is the
path forward. And, we must meet this moment as the United States of America. If we do that, | guarantee you,
we will not fail. We have never, ever, ever failed in America when we have acted together.

il 3 FMRRE S G B4 EE . AR IR Uk R ek 2, P sk, BB 2%
EHRULER, 2R, BARSgMamr. P MER, RAME. PUSANRELRPIRES . BIkHE
BRI RATH O, BTG, HE5 R Pk

5] 4: And so today, at this time and in this place, let us start afresh. All of us. Let us listen to one another,
hear one another, see one another, show respect to one another.

Mk e RIS E N 5, FEEAED] 4 TER A “Letus” WEIFIT AR —2 K IATS), B4k, H
FHBEE . YT RO e RS R S ARAOEE B, AT AR U 9 R SN U IR ) o AR I DFE I IR A
— R AE MR I JEHEATIRIT T U TR B A S a ) AR, A A ) T DL AN U SR
e BrAMESIBUE B AT 7 RE ARG, IR T R ARSI G, dairia)m
i H], S RE ORI AR -
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4.4. B

L TE T NE R R SR — M2, RHER B i A ORI G K, IS E AR
A . s N AR SIME R IG A, Tl RAE S ST L AR E B RE R, BaaE Rl ke
JEAE 6T Z 1A [7]. Pl NIE R — e h) 7R FIE A PR HE S 8, FRRILE R A Tl E BE B
AR, WA AR B BRI IHER AN

1 5: Today, we celebrate the triumph not of a candidate, but of a cause, the cause of democracy. The will
of the people has been heard and the will of the people has been heeded. We have learned again that democracy
is precious, democracy is fragile. And at this hour, my friends, democracy has prevailed.

1 5 IR R T ARFG 7k, PHE T HCHERE . FERE H A EREEAR
AR EAR A EA, NRIRBLAE —AMEIENR RS, TR ERMER. RELEMN, R
WORMESS T, Herb e 59 32 4R AR AR A A A 1 56 [ ] > AL A0S R F G s iy, I 75 IS 32 ) 1Ty
RZAG .

45 {EREFEK

HF s 2 MUE R T BOaT DU U A G . FRE R U iz A T HER xbLE . ER
Sl W WIMTSEERE T, T A PRE R s BRG] 5 34T A

45.1. Htk

TP IR A RERS AR 5 NI 2. SR SIRR SOCEERT . AR ER I RO S0R D 1R HY s
RS, RiLEZRES . FEPEYh s 7RE LA . Bkt T4

51 6:  Much to repair, much to restore, much to heal, much to build and much to gain.

XHEFEEER T “much” 55856 E R IGR KAE SR E, HXHEMR, A KZAES T E
B, 2RIk TR R AL R AR 2R, RN AR SR E AR DA, RS SR,

f1 7: With unity we can do great things. Important things. We can right wrongs. We can put people to work
in good jobs. We can teach our children in safe schools. We can overcome this deadly virus. We can reward
work, rebuild the middle class, and make health care secure for all. We can deliver racial justice. We can make
America, once again, the leading force for good in the world.

Bl 7 ESALTH “we can” MJEGHFLLAY, FESRIE T RIZRE LN HSEA] DR R AL, AT DU
NS, AT AR ey i, RIS T Ul Se [ s ook I ST A s), AR T 38R Ak, 3R
fB1E.

45.2. wtte

Xof b 3 R A R SR () SR SUAE — T8 R B R, S8 ST SR A B, 7R 5
Ahi. FEERSIRE VI WIZ 17X s .

51 8:  For without unity, there is no peace, only bitterness and fury. No progress, only exhausting outrage.
No nation, only a state of chaos.

% 8 HI “only” FI “no” fEAHELX AW A SLHEAT ELAEL,  BRANSE S HED AR, [ AR
Bl, AR RS RIER], a NRZIETR o« 8IS e R AN S5 I BUR & — 8D, R g B0
N EH SRR 5 FR R B PRIBU 1] 25 56 [E A R 1 16

511 9:  Not of personal interest, but of the public good. And together, we shall write an American story of
hope, not fear. Of unity, not division. Of light, not darkness.
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B9 FEERM “of” Al “not” REW H X REARRM KLU, RUTEH ORI, RERAKETE

WA FSE, MARTEHRA . M BRI . B S LR EE,  BES IR A AL E %% ), Xt
FEARFTHEE O B 9 I XS LR FFEEBUFRIYLL, oy Ase BN RE G 4145 2 12
453 HE

%1 10: To overcome these challenges—to restore the soul and to secure the future of America—requires
more than words. It requires that most elusive of things in a democracy: Unity.

i 10 Fi tH DB Al 26 . Boa o £ S BAE b B AR 3 OX e kR, MR 4 kA R
WSRE R, Sy DREARK. FEAERPHERLMEM “unity” FERN 7 IEERERAMER, ikl
ITERB B A ) RS

5] 11: If we do that, | guarantee you, we will not fail. We have never, ever, ever failed in America when we
have acted together.

i 11 UhsRsmif 1 S PER, S R ENa EE “ever” RINGETE, 73 E RACRIE X ZHE5
K, EEBAAKM . B 10 A 11 XPIAME) 7 AEE R “unity” BEES L, RUFEEBUMR LL4E
PR E RS N E AR, P EAT A SE E AT

454, &

51 12: In each of these moments, enough of us came together to carry all of us forward. And, we can do so
now.

il 12 F-%24E each 1 enough [ 1 k#IRERE, iz TiE S RETEE, AIRBERPARK, BE
SRRVEH] . FEEIR IR ERATE AN KGRk A RIREEL 13, i 2 5, T L
K, BTSRRI, SR EEA R RIS E i, WOTa AT, RYTEEBUTSURH 29
R RV EARYES BN Rl

4.5.5. FEHy

f1 13: Politics need not be a raging fire destroying everything in its path. Every disagreement doesn't have
to be a cause for total war.

9 13 FEIiZ RS B RE, MRS BBUATKETELL, Bua A —E 2R, e
BUBEE RS B —Y), TSRS Sy, BARGIT . X B A B R BOa A 1 R E T, SR
TR R S 7 R AR AT T B o

45.6. BEMy

5] 14: That democracy and hope, truth and justice, did not die on our watch but thrived. That our America
secured liberty at home and stood once again as a beacon to the world.

B WmRAERE, KEE oyt R RAT R, SR T RE R A, BEAIE SORRA K,
MR AR . XBERY 7 GBUNASE, JEFRIAEE R ERGT, TR S 2L K E bRt
AR F xS SNBUR IOLSE B bR B 14 FIWIMGRE 2 [ SN ZGE R H I R R, & TR, ARG
71, AR 5 AW %%

5. BERIISEIRES

WA, Bete, A7 o0 TBR. BRFBOX AT MR S S URE R T iE & 800 L
JE M EARES FZA UL R R ARy 1 AL RIS &3 HAp AFRAGR 2R —
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NFRSHAE, RES RO ST AMBE R, RETEVEISE BB 5 56 M R — e, iz A ok 9 %
E R TR JCR B BT EE L “can” ok, MHS “we” HRUIIRE, EHRNTH
SR, NEPARR, T LUBTIHEIEN . WL R URE . SRR . T
(P T WA R i, XA R R R BT 4, 8% T WISEIATRINS, IR SZARHVE R )
RSB AR S o (EA) TR, VR 1B DRI ), § SO BOB M 32 S, 0
YEREE B, U, BRI S, EERATAREECHRER, KmEEGREARAS,
B 7RI (RIS SO . I 7 8T B PR L PR He SRR IS B S, FEREBURT I
SORHUE IR ECA FEW RN SRR . 2, FERLEB ORI X 5 R ATFIE T R E
I 0 i, I T AKBORAI N R Gk S R AT, I L35 S PR R T i B

6. 4517

ARSI ERE TR, RAENE S € B G 1INE EEMNRENL, B, A7, iRMBHIZLYE
i N TR AR DR R AT YRR 04T, IR R IE 5 8 R MR . H e, fEiRiliEs s,
i TR T EAE R PR R, AT DURBFRAR AN 25317 ) A i ook AR
RAABEAT e i, T RUR B — AR E “we” IR B, PUOMAER] “we” W LARLUT 5T AR
PR, MIAREUT XS . MESAZ S,  “can” MEHMREm, MiHRS “we” #HEMHH, X
R O RS AE U — B A A 0 BBk, AR, 36 H BRI AT LATC AR 2 Rl e it 3=
FUE ] T e A A P AR ARG IS R (3852 1. A TR, BRI TR AR IE B A 2K
SEIANML R, RIS A PR A AT (50 5 A RAR Aok, Sk RIS RHE . [RI 3a FH 3 OG5 15
BERAEEHKER. WUPhHRIEH T REREBRH FB, Ht. Xt BEE. ki, Weag, EH
RSB T AT IGO0, RIS T AR H o A SCE ISR TR 8 s U (038 S 3 K98
AHIEFHRRSHERES, AUTHIRZ O BEE R B .

SE K
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