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Abstract

Echo utterance is a common linguistic phenomenon in daily conversation, but few scholars in Chi-
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na have conducted research on its application in teaching. Based on Halliday’s theory of “three
meta-functions”, this paper studies echo utterance from ideational function, interpersonal func-
tion and textual function. The corpus of this paper comes from the listening materials of four au-
thoritative English tests: CET-4, CET-6, TEM-4 and TEM-8. And the corpus of echo utterance is
screened and collected manually. It is found that the ideational function-oriented echo utterances
are mainly used to verify or ask for explanation of the above content, and the answers of echo ques-
tions can help students understand the central word of the listening segment. The speaker can
express his attitude and emotion through the echo question by performing the interpersonal func-
tion and this kind of echo utterance can be applied in answering the attitude judgment question.
Repetition is a cohesive device at the lexical level. In terms of the textual aspect, echo utterance
mainly has two functions: topic extension and feedback. It can help judge the position of nodes in
different information segments.
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1. 518

FEHHE bR, AFAE— M (I S ANTEM IS, A2 A B ERES T — A
Ptk iR 7 B el A, IXPPELRAGE 5 A F AP ORI A ik i (Echo Utterance). 817 1515 BF 7T (17
FPIT G, V25 BB TSR ST TR, BERIE S 2B ke, 2 E N0 U G
) SE PR R 5 N 2 b o SCEURER L 70T 20 B RS DETE D ) AN LA R L v SeiB U 2. )\ ZRIIWT Jik4 kL
NI e pr & Bl A iEiE . BL “ = RAEEIDhae” BiR vt T, B X sifRhdk AT o it e, W18
REIN SR X T Bl A E A B AR AN B4, DUE S ar RS ks [FIINy, ASHEFEAN — @R b Re ke iE
B BEALRITEE TS P R A, SRR S AR P R AR RR, R SR SRS

2. EIFEIEIESCERERR
SR8 5 R P 9 T B P U U (I SR AT T 96T O T UG 5, I PR Hh 1 F T 3 T e 00357
#o DA SR BRI P 1

2.1. EIMAFTIIR

Quirk et al. (1985)fx -4t [l FE 15 G R IT T A RGBT . Quirk S5 Y NIEI & 1H v] LARE g
TEIHRE Sy N I8l B ) f) (echo question) Al [a] A JE MY (echo exclamation); [0] A5 [a) ) SR DA 20 Ny« Bk [ =
i) 7 (recapitulatory echo question) il “fRE4: [7] 75 7] ” (explicatory echo question)BiFTE . iRk [A] i)
FIFRELRAT— N A RIA BT it i B AT R, B RIESE . AT E R N2, B3 — R 75 7)) (yes-no
questions) FHARF 7k 1] 7 [7] £1) (wh-echo questions), fifRE 14 [B] 75 15 15 2 B KO0 77 HE ZEWI A FT 15 B 28 N 4
[1] Eun-Ju Noh (1998) LA EE S MAELE, M ICIFRAEFIIE F 1) A FE MR [l 75 iml ) o ZEARE SR, K[l 75 il 1)
R T 5 7] A REAT X A A R, DRAy (] 75 i) ) AR SR G ) A AR AL, X3 A [ ) ) B G ERAE
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. [l A e DO B RIAHRE, WnfLURERE S TEN I, B2 IEUEE PO AR VL T Hak
7M. [2]

5 7T, Artstein (2002)7F FH A8 miE SO E1FS ) G 3EAT T 04 A, A SR A T [l 7 ) ) v g 3
AEE, WU T & RES SR R A)E 2RISR . [3]51VEJ7 1, Sobin (1990)H4 A1 75 )9y N T —
(A58 r] ) )T, AR [R] 7 [l ) 43 A 2R — 202 P [ml 7 i) 4] (pseudo echo question), —ZRJE T A )32
FUFE I =] 75 1] 1) (syntactic echo question) . 5574 f— I d5c DL ) 1) 61032, 40“ Who did Bob marry?”;
JE P R B — PP e SR, R RXSRp R 8 ) ] AT B A2 A B, 1 “Bob married who?” o [4]5¢T [R5 ]
FIITE FHRIETE, Vi 22 223 R AL B OAE T [0 7 ) ) Rl sk 1 7= AR | . Gibbs (1991), Curcd (2000) 1 Wilson
(2006) AP %o [m] 75 jr 1) AR AR T8 I RCR #EAT T AN FIFEE BRI ST [5] [6] [7] Svennevig (2003)%) £F 15 59 £F
VB TR [B] R ) ) PR R F AT T ER B AT [8]

2.2. ERfAFRIR

AT, EZEFE T B RS R L E AN 5 2 . BBUM(1944)EEE (B SCEE
m) hE R B ], RIEAE A [9]FRIA A SCIE(2001) KA 1 Quirk x0TIk, N IRl
v £ [N 22 48 43 g B Bl 7 ) ) R ARE P [ 75 el ) s Rk 2 A, ARATTR R DA RNAE 22 < ORI ER IR
(Relevance Theory)##tfr. &i4h 1 8175 inl 6 (1) % Fhik FH DU BE—— 19 #7 . RRER. ORI AN, IREESE . [10]
TIEIE(2008) 2 T ICiE 1 « FIEAT ARG « = RATFLThfRE AR IOE o 1 [ 7 5 B I R AT VR 4 b7
o3 BRI FETEARL 1 [ 7 R SR I T E . A BrTR I ThEE B R REAT TIRARYT . [11RZE
(2020)i\ Ay, [El7E i 5 A2 — PP AT B RIS RIA THRE TR BT B, A% O DhRg /2 R B Ui 3 Xt 77 W
EESIIAFEREER AR, EBAAINE. #BFE. KRIE. BB, AAFEZEA, [12]%07 E(2020) Ak
MBS AR, K SOS £ & H 5 #i7(SOS Multiple-interaction Understanding Model). - f# 2 it
(Construal Theory, & “Z=E” ). XJiff)i%E(Dialogic Syntax)F1EZ - %175 (Schema-Instance View)f Hl
gity, RAE— @R BT B AR E AT EAR AR . AR, dhESCE PR T SCD B, Jf
DL ABARHEGLIRN 3 A 7 S8 60 1l o [m] 75 ) ) IR RAE L], RGEER I T e Rk, 15 SCHIHEH |
MR RURRAE . [13]3E 7 . RIS ARG (2021) LA G Ao v Bk mt, M. THRERIAZ bRy I ER BT DU 2=
SBE B R RS RIS R, BEARI: DOE MR RS B S YRR S B, AR R
P brE K. [14]

ME WM IR T UG H, D dha « = RAEThEE” BIST S0 15 2R J3 Rk i [ 76 1
EIMRFEATH T . MEEEE W 0805 R, W R AEIR N I B 48 (0] P E X — % i 1 5 30
%, KXHEFE IR BRI KA
3. R ER BT

XA AR SC A B AE SR . SCEXTT “RI AR R R E . SCERIUWRTE R 7.
3.1 IEEMTIhEE

RANREFIRNN, BEFENANELZRMTH, AEESMSHERIIRE. LSS S AT
I N=FP: ME&ThfE(ideational function). A FrIhfE(interpersonal function) PA 1% & 3 G (textual function).

M ThREELIE S I ThREFIIZ 4R DI . S 00 T REHE 102 15 5 X6 AATTZE DLt 5 (RS P 2O thE 570 o 1 25
SPIMRIE. HeFZ, Bt RBEH FUR W R BT R AR S BT AR AR LS 2 A R T
], M G IAEER R . B R RRIR RS 5 X AN B A LA R R AL (R R ¢ RIERIA . [15]
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B R AARIBUHEE ISR G2 MW OIESIKTIResr, ERARBUEE S L. L.
SHHUAI T S HERT . AT RIPP O SE DRE . 8 S X — DURERRIE “ NPrZhee” . X —Ihee, JHE
FH S 5RE SR, SRR M EAHERT, ISR NS EZNIT . [15]

TERZHUG O T &2 TR R 2 MR A Bl IR — B BRI e B e . 18
RABENE, ERETEEE, EARKTATIAERAL, BARBIE. £IEET, TIEF K
ML RONIER TR, MEIERDIRE. BRI UL =My USRI A4, FE4
HAfE L. [15]

3.2. EIFEIEIBENENX

7E Eun-Ju Noh (1998)%F “[al {515 " & CHIEal b, AHF7EHy A 7 A1 (2011) ¢ T [ 7 1518 1) 52
S, B[ 7 R 4 A S B R O R R B [ PR RS . i BOAE S R R R R E, BRI R
T — AN NPT UG IR 0 3 B 42 0 A A I s 17 5 38 U 48 U5 A AE 1B 9 R B R B R 5 4 B iy
ARG, AR OB E R — Ui N UGS AT TR, DT AR T SRS s H U N6 I 1 1 R S
SE. [16]

3.3. MIRAG*E

R TRERZIAEZR S TAE, BXRAFTHEE “E RGN, ANEEAERS” WitHHLR
22905 VY 4 % (CET4, College English Test Band 4)Fil K 2= %15 75 2¢ 25 i (CET6, College English Test Band
6) W9 10 4 [ 14 R 202 B K . X PR IUE T ) & W AE R LR AE . ARRHE . B A Sk DU R
(TEM-4, Test for English Majors-Band 4)F1 5% 15 4k )\ 2 2% (TEM-8, Test for English Majors-Band 8) i %
BT, HREREZEESG A RFEIOE T AN SGE I i 5K (171X R e A,
B TR BB IR ER, i SEife 2] 7 At 0 eT, B @ B, BRI S E R G DY 15
AR W 7 S5 S (R 5 23 AR v Rk R

SEH W T HIK CET4, CET6. TEM-4, TEM-8 HikINT 7550, HARREHLS L% 1.

Table 1. Source of corpus

= 1 BN REKIR

W7 3 SR SRR BRI IR
CET 4 201846 H. 201946 H. 202047 H. 2021 4£ 6 H. 202246 H
CET6 2018 4E 6 fI. 2019 4E 6 3. 20204E 7 1. 202146 [, 2022 4E 6
TEM 4 2016 ££. 2017 £F. 2018 4. 2019 £E. 2021 4
TEM 8 2016 ©£. 2017 ©E. 2018 ©E. 2019 4. 2021 4F

SCECRE A B AR R A JF SR O IR R SR A AR, MR RIE S T 33 MR IR IE A SE, T
T A NLERLE . DLERALZE I = RAUERDhBE (ML T RE . A\ PnThBe. iR DURE) N EISHEDL, XHiX A~/
RV RHE A ) 33 AN SBIREAT 702K o 70 K TAR el » SCEARGF R REAN RN (1 1~2 ALl AT € Ve A,
POBRIR XS T [0 A 3 i AR DI R B . e, SCER A& BRARE i, WS ThRE. AFRIIRE.
e DhRE =N T 25 Hh [l P A T 3B W B R 7R

4. BR5HR
ARG 2 IR RE . ABRIIRE . R DDAE = A TR R R R B MEAT 40T, 4 Rl
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TR T KA TGENT B 7R
4.1. HEZThEEE R B AIEERR

TERRALEESE N B s, MR DhREHE 12185 5 0 A AR IR SE tH AL (B HE N O ) R I & Fh 2 o Lk
BRIYIRE. [1814E Quirk Bk, [BIFETEE AT LA AW —J & Bk 1% [ 75 7] ) (recapitulatory echo ques-
tion), EP2h 7T EE N ASBESE R RIS — SR MRt (] 75 W ) (explanatory echo question), Ef!
FORX RIS R T E R [LERN—FIESBLS, B IEE YIREEAIUE S MM S T6E, 465
ALAEAT Quirk FOWLAT, MRS ThRESE A1 (R 75 15 1E 0] AR B IR SE . 20 TATRIR I E M EHE &
W 3 R

4.1.1. EREEIEER

R [A] P ) 5] B R AEAER R B WIS ATA AR RO, BEE M H K 1 KRR A
B, -

(1) W: I now import furniture from China into Italy and foods from Italy into China. | even use the same
container. It’s a very efficient way of conducting trade.

M: The same container? You mean you own a 40-foot cargo container?

W: Yeah, that's right.... (CET-6 2020.07 Conversation 2)

LRSI (R “W” o BIVER “M” R FEX TR — B0 38 K 1 i 8 A 1R — MR
FVEATE LMEHT N, FTU SR 7 i, DUHORSRIUE ZVERT U i) 2 2 e SR 48

4.12. BEREEIEEA

FRENE 1B 75 ) ) BRI 5 RIS ST UL N 2, AN (] PRt R RTA A A . — ki, xd it —
A4 AN ERE . ] .

(2) W: 1 think they play football, but it’s not as popular as rugby.

M: Rugby? What’s rugby?

W: Rugby is a sport with two teams and the players carry the ball in their arms and throw it at each other.

The ball is not round and the players push each other. | don’t really understand the rules. | think it’s very com-
plicated. (CET-4 2022.06 Conversation 1)

KB A R AZ 0 N B SR BRIX — 3280, MR 2 72 BT SR 21 2 BRI B ER (rugby ) AR FE 2 X0
FAEXS 1 A AR E —Fh A ReIE 3, B DUl ASE R A RTERIENE R 1, DUSRIG X7
X TR AR . AR AR AN rugby 2414, A4 AT DU [A] 7 e 4 (14 0] 28 DK 350 Il e — I
Harefizs).

4.2. \BRIhEEdEEHEAIEERR

FEFRALIER R T REIR L, ABRIIRERR AR AATHIE F RS AT, FIAE 5 R NI4T
9 RN S 5 ORFGE B XA I . [19]E 8 — Rl S B, [0l 1 A 2R AR BT 5 (13X — DI Re,
B PR E pe il (] P 1R IE A OIS RS . SCEEE T TR P ) . RS Ui ik [ A
Wih. AL, AFETBEETIRESR A MR A IS, SIABRIIRER B A R E K AR T8 R A, gl
REAE i ) BRI A) o

421 REBENEIBIETE
A AT 2B IR AT AR H TR A R R H O E . B SRS, .
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(3) M: So what time do you think we should have the party on Saturday?

W: How about inviting people to come at 6:00 p.m.? Then we’ll have the afternoon to prepare food and
stuff like that.

M: Yes, | was thinking that around 6:00 would be good too. What food should we provide? (CET-6
2021.06 Conversation 1)

(4) M: Yes. It gives you self-satisfaction...You feel good about learning a new skill and you feel good about

yourself and it boosts your confidence....

W: Of course it does make one feel good. (TEM-4 2018 Conversation 1)

(3)FH(4)HH [E] 75 TR AT R0 20 E R MR AT s el (3) Hh PRI [R1 2 B T 1 Ao MR il 3 78 S w1 (1 HL ik
FII TR A IRV, JRERJE N LT “too” , AMEEH, FHIEX T ZEr) 2 R 2 M 7wl (4)+ it
T “feel good” FF4#HLA “of course” Fl “does” Forukif, 1XH 1) H K2 FRIA M0 T BrA W A
AR o
4.2.2. REFIFOEIEEE

FESAEF AT S35, A2 LW s Uil A SE I, a0 SRxt 8] 5 1 1 BE R G
MR —ERE R EAR, A BN I H AR 2 A DN

(5) W: Gazpacho is a cold soup from Spain. It’s mostly vegetables. | guess you can call it a liquid salad.

M: Cold soup? Sounds weird. (CET-6 2018.06 Conversation 1)
(6) W: It used to be difficult to get Spanish produce here. But it’s now a lot more common. Most large su-
permarket chains have cured ham in little packets, but in Spain you can buy a whole leg.

M: A whole pig leg? Why would anybody want so much ham? (CET-6 2018.06 Conversation 1)

BIG), MR IEE SR AN T NUREEE R, BRI A R 1, AR E R, T
JeEHE [ “cold soup? ” FIRIIF. [RIFEHE, (6)H MR T N KB RR BIM AT, T
FEIEERIE T H T .

4.2.3. REREPEEEE

5 EOR I B B TS R, RIS — B LATRT A e A BT A

(7) W: Yeah, | had a look at it. Quite interesting | suppose if you believe that sort of thing.

M: What? What do you mean, “if you believe that sort of thing”? Are you saying you don’t believe that we

are damaging the planet?
W: To be honest, Mark, not really. (TEM-8 2019 Interview 1)
(8) W: I’m going to start looking for another job. I can’t see myself getting an opportunity to progress at

my company anytime in near future. And I really think my skills and abilities deserve a higher salary.

M: You’re not going to quit, are you?

W: I’'m thinking | might as well. Then | can devote more time and energy to finding a better position at
another company. (CET-4 2020.07 Conversation 2)

AT, XS TEE VO NGBS IEASIRIAET, TP 2 B R AN 2 1 2 T
TR BARS R, TRMELE T “that sort of thing” DAMKIRIE B AN, XX ST B 7~ ol
@) HIEE — i i1l AR A R TAE, 28 A0 vt il AHEN it A 2> EF R, 31X BL “quit” T “looking for another
job” BEAT 7“7, AR INEE ] AT NGRIA 7O RO AU R B . T S T R O T ) R
NBEZ, XGRSyl IR S0 ) b e
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4.3. {ERINEEIRERIEIAIEIEMR

AL BT 0 IR R AR R P A o TR DU RN, s, B UM . 1AV
AWM. B, FXRL BT RS - BARKRMBE . [15]h T B 12 R AT A %,
AN B TR R TR R IR T B @ iR E T RSB, A SO IS R D BE R ]
PGS A T BT A SR ANME o XS A RE SRR B A, AR R IR AR T &m0t
AR AR N L 2R B CIEAEBT .

43.1. TEREER

XA EA T RAE AR Th RERI IS LR W, #8700 75 438 1 1 B A3 A I P 2 [ It S A T BT T
AL, HSESE T XU it .

(9) W: Hi, my name is Cathy. Nice to meet you.

M: Nice to meet you too, Cathy. My name is John.... What do you know at this party?

W: | am a colleague of Brenda....

M: Oh, yes, so you are Cathy from the office. Actually I’ve heard a lot about you, and that project. The
client sounded like a real nightmare. (CET-6 2019.06 Conversation 1)

(10) M: It’s my last day at work tomorrow. I’ll start my new job in two weeks. My human resources man-

ager wants to conduct an interview with me before | leave.

W: Ah, an exit interview. Are you looking forward to it? (CET-6 2021.06 Conversation 1)

IO, LMERIEANEENA THS, ZEHERIEARES 7 wmib i, JERE R TR R
WLAE B WIE, EARXIE T AARE: N £, mBI(10)F, LMXHEF RS VAR ERE, =EE 7B IS
FHMER(CARRIEEE—F), RG] 1 5 e L.

432 R

KRR EFEAME TR, FEMEALL RGN IEEMIT, P nr DU KR B 1EEE e

XF T AR TEE B — M A5

(11) M: OK, so will I be expected to give like a formal style presentation?

W: It can be as formal or informal as you like. There will be a computer and a data projector there available.
If you need anything else, just let me know.

M: Oh, um... OK, a presentation! I’ll think of something. | have not done one of those in a while... (TEM-4
2016 Interview 1)

(12) W: ...So some of them began rejecting their father’s surname and decided to invent their own surname

instead, and because my mom was a journalist she decided to call herself Cindy Writer.

M: Cindy Writer. Well, who would have guessed! (TEM-4 2019 Conversation 1)

AN (L) 2 P e 438 2 D 5 T R 8 AT RS IS, MR B 7 — 3 “a presentation”,
PR H ORI 7T AT B o [RIRERS, (12) 5 T3 VEUEE AW B0 7 fiRE T H SRR R AR S5,
HE T WX BRI AT, X B E A SRS T, BA S A .

4.4. EIFIEENTREBENDBEFNE R

ANFRG 2GS R IRE S 55 W8, 2 WL ThRE. APRIIRE. 15 R D BEIRTT Bl /5 3 1 Xt
T AEEER R R, DS R BUMAI 2 A T A 1 e, AR BEE 5 58 0 s SO 22 Prig 71 1)
Tt
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4.4.1. BIEEBNRSINEES PLRNER

H TR & Tl e 10] 1) [B] P 58 RE S BT 5 5 UE SE B 1 — 20 1 AR TR 1R ) 32 0 s 2 R A S e
2, [ 7 R g R[] 2 RE A B2 A BRARX — Wi J ARk b i), AT BE 47 1 25 42 B 43 ) 0 AR

(13) W: Sure. As | said earlier, it’s mostly vegetables. You can add as half-boiled eggs or cured ham.

M:_Cured ham? What’s that?

W: That’s another Spanish delicacy. Have you never heard of it? It’s quite famous.

M: No, is it good t00?

W: Oh, yeah, definitely. It's amazing. It’s a little dry and salty, and it’s very expensive because it comes
from a special type of pig that only eats a special type of food. The ham is covered in salt to dry and preserve it,
and left to hang for up to two years. It has a very distinct flavor. (CET-6 2018Conversation 1)

Q4: What does the woman say about cured ham? (B)

A) It does not go stale for two years.

B) It comes from a special kind of pig.

C) It takes no special skill to prepare.

D) It is a delicacy blended with bread.

BIA3)H, LtEiEE] T “curedham” , BPERIKBE, SHHEXT1EFE A K “curedham” A, TREE
7, HEYRN TFRKT “curedham” HMERE

U AR B R SCRT LA Y, X BEHEREISE “curedham” T, AT LK AN AR — A5 11 9 25 )
Holii] e TV LTI AT A, ZWERIT TR T “curedham” [A4H. I RFEAXS T “curedham”
i AR TR, A ST DOl 0 BORERER B “ curedham” BARSEANAH 4, MTTRE—
A BRI TONE, G IEREI. 45580 BB M R4, KT “curedham” (1) P4 15
FR R AR IERR, R VTR AT Rl R A R R R, “curedham g —AARERA A Y
TR KR, TERE 2 B BAREIREFSIGE. TMHR A BT3GR, Bt
JS230F M2 5T rrCo T R i B Al AR R A R o AL

4.4.2. BIFEIEERABRINGESSEY EE A RE

H AR DOl I 5 5 R A G R, iR NBRTIRE TR [0 (1) [l 75 13 V55 s AT AT 25 A A o 25 52 1
B, PRI DA G E N BOTE S SRR W At 2k 1 15 SN S

(14) W: At the rate it is being used, the printer is not going to make it through the rest of the year.

M: The year? It is supposed to be good for four! (TEM-4 2003 Conversation 2)

Q20: The man sounds (A)

A) surprised

B) ignorant

C) humorous

D) disappointed

B(14)Hr, LTS N R XA AR, FTEINLA B S FE s b T B G E EL 7 i
“the year?” , Rk [T X T WA B .

gt BAREEH 7t BB S A A0 T S M UE NS TER AR, JRes 7 T L A TR
“HIER” L AR DUASET. ARIERTSCESS, RIAEIEE T RER R UOIE A F . RIS . 4h
H W JIE T (BB N DT ENALAE REAE T DU 4F) L S 55 PR Ui 1 N _E 47 B9, AT DA T H 55 445003
H IRV A BE
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T RIS B IR SRARAE 75 L, (H ISR A RE AR B4R Bl S iR RO 10 T 2 A S, JFas & i
VN ROTE RIS, (A PR IR AT, S A S AR U 15 NS L

4.43. EFEIEBOERINEESITAEERT RA0

VB R T AT 1) 1A [ P TR BT BhOGH U A R kSN, T A S e R T T R ) A PR DA
LR TG, Bk, 1R DRESR [ F1a] P 3 1 T DA B AL E R4S BT A

(15) M: Are you still planning on being a teacher? No money in that job then.

W: You’d be surprised. I’'m still going to be a teacher, but the plan is to work at an international school

overseas after | get a year or so of experience in England.... (CET-4 2019 Conversation 2)

Q15: What is the woman planning to do after graduation? (D)

A) Do a master’s degree.

B) Travel widely.

C) Settle down in England.

D) Teach overseas.
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