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Abstract

Lanzhou dialect, as a representative of Lan-Yin Mandarin, differs greatly from Mandarin in the use
of daily vocabulary. In the vocabulary system of Lanzhou dialect, there are a large number of
words that have the same form but different meanings from those in Mandarin, which is called
“homonyms”. The use of such words often leads to misunderstanding in daily communication. By
investigating the use of homonyms and their linguistic attitudes among residents of Lanzhou of all
ages, we can analyse the causes of homonyms, their lexical characteristics, reveal their evolutio-
nary features, and further explore the evolution of semantic subjectivity and objectivity of homo-
nyms.
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Table 1. Homonyms in Lanzhou dialect and Mandarin
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