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Abstract

Primary liver cancer is a common malignant liver tumor with high incidence rate and mortality
rate. It is difficult to be diagnosed during its early stage, which leads to missed effective treatment.
Circular RNA (circRNA) is a member of the endogenous long-chain noncoding RNA family. It is
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widely accumulated in the cytoplasm of eukaryotic cells because of its stability, high conservation,
time and space specificity. In recent years, it has been found that circRNA plays an important role
in proliferation, apoptosis, invasion, metastasis and prognosis of primary liver cancer. At present,
after IncRNA, circRNA has become a research hotspot as a variety of tumor early diagnostic mark-
ers and new therapeutic targets. This paper aims to summarize the characteristics of circRNA and
its related research progress in primary liver cancer, so as to further explore its potential applica-
tion in the clinical diagnosis and treatment of primary liver cancer.

Keywords

Cyclic RNA, Primary Liver Cancer, Research Progress

Copyright © 2020 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 5|15

JAHIER TE At T IR 49 P HEA T 28 L, R B UK T I (R 36 — KR RE AR DG SE T IR Rl . A3k
A I BT I 1 40 841,000, FETI ANELZ) 782,000 [1]. 7E JiF e & AP DL R PR BT HR 0 I 41
(Hepatocellular carcinoma, HCC) i A& WL, #7115 85%. M5 &M e R ok = 8 2 IR R R B, 240k
HRRZI ORI R T, LSBT R A R0 . U FARYIER . JHREME . Sl ¥ Sk
BIT BT SRIT PR REK B H WA Ehs BT EHR R RSB, )
e R, EAMEMER S FamA AR ERCT 10% [2]. KRS KA T B2 Gy
S IPIOR EGE BAARETER . HATC R circRNA £ 5 & P TR b LA V8 76 10 5 30132 W A3 7 0 A5 1)
Ihik. ARSI IR T circRNA T8 J5 Uk 1 A T 4l A= K A8 . (228 FERs . 2. G inyr FfilfE
HHHIRR . LLE— DR E circRNA 78 J5 M b 0 25098 HLEL ARG PR S o

2. IR RNA 8
2.1. 3FR RNA BT a5 B H 53 3¢

HAR RNA (CircRNA) & —Fdsf PH A5 H 1 VR P KB RS i RNA, I X 5T/ mRNA (pre-mRNAs)
B R ) B ) i 5 AL A48 % 300 A 1 T A8, B2 FE gD RNA X — K 5% i AR 8 [ RNA
T3] [4]. HIEHMLE EEA LT =/ (1) 7€ pre-mRNAs I, it &R R4 G T T 5" Kk
Bl s B 3 R L i MR, BT IR RR[5] [6]. (2) W& T HAMICX L. Ivanov,
A F[TTRIANSZ B cireRNA FME-F MR A&7 A8 18 EAMITR 51 (RCMs) 1] 22 XUk
RNA #i4E M ADARL /AL CircRNA, - [F] I3 6 B AP B B AT LA 0T BY 07 a0 BE B (e ik o1 2 734
1t. Hansen Z£[8] &K B LR 11 800 /™56 4 HAMAC X (A% H 1R P 51 S84 B 1 [ FE RE J5 ) A 2100 3N &5
FIMEIE L circRNA [8]. (3) RNA 454 2 FH(RNA binding protein, RBP){E #E4h & 7371k, Ashwal-Fluss,
R &5[31 & B 724 — R FR v Musclebind (MBL)EH, A5 circMBL #0570 i1 9 & 1 %1 _E (1
MBL 45 & 07 i 4 &3 E T 10 8 ¥Rk, fE circMBL HIEIEH 3 {5 . 7€ circRNA 4328751, LB
PEEER SRR R 5 MU A2 T circRNA (ecircRNA). P12 T circRNA (CIRNA)FIAME T - P92 F circRNA
(EICIRNA), UL H%# RNA E[H 21, tRNA. rRNA. snRNA ZE3R46 = E ) circRNA, 7EM L3t
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PLAM G 7 circRNA (ecircRNA) N Z ..
2.2. 3F4R RNA B ¥nsF 454

(1) mFEEME: 1976 45, Sanger ZF[9] B K A FFHRIETE R LRI N KIL T CircRNA J5, £ 2RI
Ja KIL CireRNA | ZAFE TS KPS, A, /AR i, 2855 [5] [7] [10] [11]. 7E K24
AR, circRNA 2 & Eb 5 2 A% M ) miRNA Z 5 . Jeck Z5[5]iE 1L qRT-PCR 23 AA I & B circHIPK3
I EE —AMNE T HIEE AR LR MR miRNA 9 5 5. HHITER KL, circRNA J 2 fE0E T AR FIHER,
I, R s AR LA R AN A [12] [13] 6

(2) mifaEtE: 5 miRNA A, circRNA BARA 5 RiGlE 7/ 3" Kin 2 Bz TREESH, HEFE
HURFBRIFRIREE R, B ZiF RS 11 3 poly A K, fH 2 feikE bk 3'-5 A% ER IS RNase R A1t S iR il %
fit, HHEAFENE[4]. FHET DNA #3524 /NG KB circRNA IS B s s, BEd 7 xitn
GAPDH31 [yfa et [11].

(3) LRSI KEMFLI circRNA TEAF R FLA R A & K& 0 m R TR 5. insRkis
TN KM TCH ) circRNA 3570t A8 75 A S BRSO 00 K i ik 28 70 sl R I [10] . [ s i R BWLAE
circRNA BYEZ i A Bl A & P SRS SE my, SIAFEAAL) RCMs [10] [14]. 33X —RE{: [E] It REIE S
CircRNA - 3E/2 pre-mRNA [ B &5 52 B 42 170 i D D Re B =, 20 A Rk AR 2= D Re i

(4) =R FORT [ RIA ZE e FERS M RIAZ R |, 1 CDR1as 75/ B S il 28 70 BRI AN [R] I ) 25025
BARE, £ )RR R E R 54, f£5 LIS A E 2R, KZH01 ecircRNA fEAE )R+,
il CiRNA fEEAMRRZ . circPIxndl 7E K R 5 = FE & 4 circRims2 AXAFAE T/ N BURL = A7 7E, T
circEIf2 Al circPhf21a 75 /)N FIRRBR UKL 2 208 (5 AR #5[10] [11]. [FIBS Li S [13138 & IS ML H ) circRNA
25 A A I 5 -

2.3. Ik RNA BEEThEE

(1) miRNA 43 1EH

MIRNA & — 28 i Bl FE e &5 A A Y. mRNA P ERAL SRR 1A N R R 3R IA,  FEJRRE 355 . 1=
28, #F i EEAEH[L5]. MORMZ FFHE R, circRNA FTLAFE 2 miRNA (1345 431 i 17 S [
Fik, HHABAINIELE RNA (CeRNAMLL, circRNA ANMEA m R e, 11 H B4 8 2 miRNA KN
JUPFRNEE ST 55, PRI AR . T4 [8]. I, ciRS-7 (tFXN CDR1as)& —F 724 miR-7 4
[ CircRNA, &4 70 ZANEFEMELRSF 1) miRNA FEAL S, B H0H] miR-7 (3G, #75 miR-7 ¥R /KT
s, FEENRE R, JOHR IR R A S n, KL CiRS-7 5 miR-7 RIAREES, RV
W B = B R AR AR 8] eANE &I circFBLIMI 7] LUE A miR-346 #F4a4k ki FBLIM1
Fik. H circFBLIML R 001 -4 i 40 B A KRR 28, A il FFF400 P s 20 B R T2 [16]

(2) VAR L %

JUE R H 5 1) cireRNA AL T iz b, (R0 P B R 84, 3% SRl ik Boa AN rT B ) 1
Fo EICIRNA J&—Fh 3 247 T 4% 1 circRNA, 15 UL snRNP FH B 1 F02 it HoR AL R 3 5%,
EIAEAE RS 58 1 I A S AR SE DR R IA[17] - circPOK & — 7 & BRI - B 83 40 i 7 1) circRNA, 2L i Zbtb7a
BRI gmigififs, el gmig Pokemon #5k [KlF 2 5 BE R A% sk 4%, Al I L [RIEOE ILF2/3 &40k
TR I TE R I A2 R R F-[18] 0 B4R, cireRNA B R] LUl 5 miRNA 454 s FLAH N 25 1) Sk 5 i 5 [R]
(R el 55 KPR R R FE K K58, & circRNA A7 5 1) miRNA #] DU 5HIR [ cireRNA A A
FRAERER miRNAS X HEHE mRNA (IFEER, AT AE S 5% J5 7K1 i 45 $E L PR 1K [8] [19]
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(3) 5 RNA %544 H(RNA binding protein, RBP)AH H.1£

RNA 54 % [1(RNA binding protein, RBP) & —41] iz Zx 5 J& [RI % 5% A EH 3 11 25 1 o UE 4R R B circRNA
AT LAFS 2 85 S 2R A PR AN B 2 N B 1T 2 ) R B e I R 4% LA« ciire-Foxo3 A77E TR 2 5 g
Y. e R LA AR 2 R SCSREE: MDM2 1 p53, {2 i 7 MDM2 /i3 1 p53 B fi, 6 % 1 MDM2 %53 Foxo3
12 FAR IR bR 40 B (0 T2 AR FH [20]. RBMI3 & —F L) RNA 548 H, EAPm4ift, el
AT SCD-CircRNA 2 fJ 4 i, 5256 T4 SCD-circRNA 2 ({1735 7] LAYH [ RBMS3 it 2F (1 41 it i 3 4 22,
XK W] SCD-circRNA 2 A g/ RBM3 (1) Fif#E4r 1, SRzl 20 e O A p s s [21] . bk, —285
RBP 45417 5 [ circRNA 7] DL BT k% 25 [ (Argunaute, AGO)FH EL1EFH, 42 mRNA [ SEREI 3 72
[22]

(4) FHPERURR T B A PR R FEIE R -

fEIE 2%, circRNA PR H g At 25 1 25k DA (10 16 4 % el AN B 28 1 3 1 A N R i A A i — Bl AN R A
5y 8 T KRR AR SR S RNA. (HIEFER B 70 I, 553 circRNA ] LAZmAt s e 1 2 153 K 5 e g
MR RE . Circp-catenins & —FhE i 423 i & BE R IA 1) circRNA, - Liang S5 [23] & L E v] LA K —Fif
B 370 ANEIERR Y p-catenin [7] T (-catenin370), B 13 F £k 1% -catenin mRNA ¥ StM1E i th
T FE AL =R BT I & IR 3R T AR 28 1 jH B . IXAB A p-catenin370 FEITHEHT GSK3p i S
B-catenin FIBEERILAIBEAR, MITiFRE p-catenin FFUE Wnt {5 518, mifR Circp-catenins A ILA] LAFEAIK
B-catenin 7KF, (HAZ M mRNA 7K,

3. CircRNA R X M E PR R R

CIFCRNA 7RI 2 A A R F A 5 ) S, FL A TS s A O L L RE R S0 P
SEAETT IR CIrcRNA 45— LR (T B A bR o), EFHORE 1 5000 27 $E 4 0
B AT ELAROE CircRNA 5T 15 it st . LIS IR A SR 75 % 2 R JR A 96 24] [25] [26]
[27] [28]. T3t CircRNA 5 50 P FFRE IG5 2 TR 5E 0 A

3.1. circRNA 5R& 404 K fniEsE

KEWFTERY, circRNA X A& 1 FHm 40 B 38 56 — € 52 . Liang %5[23] &3 Circp-catenin 1] LA
I Wt/g-catenin 3& 42 K 1 40 B 1 A= 4 LR 4 i B Bt J, AR bS58 Ak Bk Cirep-catenin AT LA
I G E . 5340, cireMTOL i 78 350 miR-9 M4 KA 2E p21 ik SRl e 40 B 1)
W5, [FIRRIUFEAZ A cireMTOL 98D ATPE P4l B3 A A2 A R TS FEFR[29] - circSMARCAS
78 R AL 2R rP AR 283 AT DU IS miR-17-3p/miR-181b-5p-TIMP3 @43 _E i s #1147 TIMP3 KA e
PEIETE. EABRZ, MAHEST circSMARCAS /K FE3E T, mH =% miRNA SMARCAS fl
SMARCAGS (15 FI/KF# i, JFH SMARCAS 5 [l i s Wnt/g-catenin {5 5% 5182 (1 i3 i 41 g
H9FE[30] [31]. XEE4E IR circRNA 2 H- i 40 M A KRN 3G 58 e 3 22 0 B LR A .

3.2. circRNA 5 R R 4RI RZEfMER

AR IR Z circRNA 1T DLIEE e 5% 0e) JF-960 4H i R 12 28 R0 6 B SR R 1 T 9 1 Jig « Huang 55[32)
[33] & B circRNA-100338 L JHJm 4 fu 12 22 A AL A H 2 IEAH G, FHE 0 circRNA-100338 i@ it
circRNA-100338/miR-141-3p/RHEB  Hliigi& w4 ML tH i) mTOR 5 5 4% T8 i A0 1tk e g AR AR 28 A e
. Wi circRNA-100338 fi . 25 H0 il g (1) A K AN T MR 22 L RS 25 1 s, e i A
)5 [34]. circ_0000517 & 75— Fh7E i 21 2R 308 B 2 v T L AR 1 1 5 4 27 HL 55 s A4S R TS A % 1)
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circRNA, ROC fhi%; FfifH(Area Under Curve, AUC) A 0.783 [35]. He Z£[36] [37]&KFL'E 7] 78 24 miR-326
M4, TERTEANAE R miR-326 Fik15 circ_0000517 £ iMl>c, ®FIEK circ_0000517 A if it
miR-326/IGF1R 8 SMADG6 flif2idf 1 JH-Jm 40 S ¥y 1= 22 A% 7%

3.3. circRNA 5 R & 4IRS B

H H I PR 5 P A0 SR R P BT P2 Wi 5420, Bl FF IR 2% (A (Alpha fetoprotein, AFP), FF IR R A 5= i 44
(Alpha-fetoprotein variants, AFP-L3), 5 % il ¥ Ji7 (des-carboxy prothrombin DCP X Fx PIVKA-I1)55 A A —
SE SR PR A 2 AT 4 13 1 583 A R 2 i [38] [39]. MR FIEE M0VA T RUR AN 22 BN S 25 R YT E
A, PRUIE )R 2R R BRI H T2 AR 5. circRNA 2 B R PSS MR RNA,
HEZM RNA L BA S F R, e AR SF SRR, (AR T AR 2 B R g, x el dh
{8 circRNAS 7 Ji & 14 s 012 Wr i iR e A A& B A s ) < —[40] [41].

FERTREII LT, Wei Z5[42]% 8L T circ-CDYL EA RS Wi HE ik Re, ROC #iZk TR (AUC)
9 0.64 (95%Cl = 0.55~0.72), i — L4 7T circ-CDYL BtA HDGF Al HIF1A f 53 AT 2 e 55 4 4 3%
KRR, R EERAS R IR X3E, AUC A 0.73 (95%CI = 0.65~0.80), & Ny 75.36%, HFHitN
66.67%. 5 circ-CDYL Bt4 HDGF il HIF1A #Lt, AFP &7~ AUC 4 0.59 (95%Cl = 0.49~0.70), R
&R 50.72% F14 714 83.78% . IX I 7K B, circCDYL Bt#A HDGF Al HIFLAN RI{E R X 43 LA
MU bR E H ORI T H IR E A .

BRI 200, M2 circRNA (1250 T FVE I SIS W E bR 4. — DRSS AR 8 R IR
1. 3% H hsa_circ_0001445 f¥) 7K~ 7] LLR 7 Hu A 2 BB 148 AR (AUC = 0.862, 95%CI = 0.710~0.845),
It HHRR AU 53 301 94.2% 1 71.2%. 64k, [ML3% hsa_circ_0001445 7K v F T+ IX 43 - A
fifi{k,(AUC = 0.672, 95%CI = 0.586~0.758) F11 Z. Y It % i # (AUC = 0.764, 95%Cl = 0.686~0.842), Ff H 5.
JA# B AFP 8% hsa_circ_0001445 #HLt, WEBEATEISWI R E . G 2 B0 R 28 55 3 AV e et i
(R Th R ey X B 45 R E W 12 hsa_circ_0001445 1 LAAE 5L J T8 (10387 B2 W A= b 2 0 [43]

3.3.1. circRNA 5[F & 4 E e e r gusit

A 1) A G B YR T R AT A SR TR T MG I B KA RO, (H DR e 4 5 6] L AR 2, A
PRI B 1) 5 R A AR IR A IR BRI A . DRI ER R SR s 25 L1, 36 AHoin DA REL T
N T TR E R T S R I T g4I S R R (AU R (1 4543 3 (TIM-3) /& — G 1 1 32 4k
BE-5 bR 40 RN A S B DL NK 4E 8 FERBCIRSE A, DA NK 4H /5 1075 B P TE 4 1 2 Filoi
JiE PP R G %8 11[44] [45]. Zhang Z5:[461@ X} T PDL #efe i yr it 2 M B F R B, TR R e A
I AMIAMA circUHRFL 38 i B#f# miR-449¢-5p >k _E i NK 411 miR-449¢-5p ¥EE TIM-3 [EL, S5
NK ZHH05E0E, ML EE AT b () G s ke A T PDA 2y iR L. A TIE S AR L ) circUHRFL 7]
REE VK 0T Bt PDL V67 U R AA R T7iE. Ak, 7921-7931 Ytk 9 A S5 iF
T 1 2 B e, BOR N Z 2yt ZiYEAE 9%[47]. Huang %5 [481 &30 circMET J& $ ik 7921-7931 X Ik (1) — A
JEFER, IFH. cireMET f)id ik i85d miR-30-5p/Snail/DPP4/CXCL10 i S I i & B A S s i 5%, [
I I DPP4 ikl ) i e e 17T v] LARE Wiz Ae it g, nTBG 5 PDL S 7RG T7 8 7 280

3.3.2. circRNA 5 RZ B NTE

JRRVE R TG 2E, 5 FAEFRBAL, TR ERFR R, KA BB R IR A Pbrid
WSk T I e P g (0 T AR T B 5 B b FH A YR 97 77 %8 - Zhang S5 [49]5 I ) 77 X i 2 430
S AR KRB, SARIE AR AL4UAI EL, hsa_circ_0001649 7E AT 44 b Rl b4k, (KR
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1% 1) hsa_circ_0001649 5 [ &35 B R AE A7 TS AN R A 0%, it Cox 2748 /0 Hr K IH hsa_circ_0001649
AT AR N B8 00— B SR SL 7S IR . Huang Z5[32] [33] [34]1 KL= I circRNA-100338 A i it
circRNA-100338/miR-141-3p/RHEB ##4i% 1T H () mTOR {5 5@, 5 LR % ARSI B E K iE
ANRAAK . cireMTOL il i 78 4 B0 miR-9 (i 4n Ak 3t p21 FIX, M) e fEfE, FHm A gH
CircMTOL Fik AR M35 A7V B4R 0 B A 0C, RIS A2 cireMTOL (13RI & 1] DME NP4l T
e BFE TS R A E AR E4)[29] [50].

4. RE

CircRNA fEA—/N4k LncRNA 2 JE B A e #4l, BE#E circRNA 5[5 14 e AR F AL A2 I R 8
FHAIF T 4500 (AN TR N , T 35 B I R G H A 5T circRNA 78 J5 2% 1 e A (9 V8 FE L A2 42 5 3K o circRNA
B Y BN R R VE TR 2 T 10 AE bR S B0y 3L DA T 1 R A
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