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Abstract

Epicurus accepted the atomism theory of Democritus and developed and innovated it. He put for-
ward the deflection movement of atoms. Based on the influence of Hegel and young Hegelians'
thoughts, along with his own keen philosophical insight, Marx re-elaborated Epicurus’ atomic def-
lection movement in his doctoral dissertation “The Difference between Democritus’ Philosophy of
Nature and Epicurus’ Philosophy of Nature” (hereinafter referred to as “Doctoral Dissertation”),
and established that the atomic deflection movement has the same “primitive” status as the linear
motion of atoms. It clarifies the formal rules behind the deflection of atoms and the contradictions
contained in the concept of atoms. It reveals that the ultimate point of atomic deflection is to em-
phasize self-consciousness.
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