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Abstract

The Zhuangzi contains a wealth of ecological philosophical ideas, which can be summarized into
three levels: “WuWeiErZhi”, “DaoTongWeiYi” and “WuYongZhiYong”. “WuWeiErZhi” can be inter-
preted as Zhuangzi’s ecological philosophy of letting nature take its course, i.e. “The Supreme Be-
ing does nothing, the Great Sage does not do anything, and he observes heaven and earth”; the
“DaoTongWeiYi” is sublimated on the basis of “WuWeiErZhi”, eliminating the “preconceptions” of
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anthropocentrism and the opposition between the material and the self. If we look at the Dao, then
“heaven and earth are one finger, and everything is one horse”; “WuYongZhiYong” is the ultimate
expression of Zhuangzi’'s ecological thought, that everything in nature appears to be useless, but is
actually of great use. The reason why it is considered useless is simply that “the master is certainly
clumsy in using the great”. Zhuangzi’s ecological thought is rich in content and can provide many
lessons for contemporary ecological issues. The idea of “WuWeiErZhi” means to follow the devel-
opment of nature and not to interfere with its processes; the idea of “DaoTongWeiYi” implies a
break with the anthropocentric mode of thinking in modern ecological civilization; the idea of
“WuYongZhiYong” explains the contemporary ecological value of “green water and green hills are
the silver mountain of gold”.
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