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Abstract

Virtue ethics focuses on the subject of moral behavior, taking the moral quality of people as the
orientation, and this theory has similarities with the ideas of ancient Confucian Mencius. Mencius’s
overall thought takes the inherent goodness of human nature as the core, and the core of the
intrinsic goodness of human nature lies in the conscience of the subject of moral behavior, thus
showing that the practice mode of Mencius’s thought is to seek verification inward, taking the
original intention of man as the starting point, further cultivating the good end and promoting the
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good end, so as to practice virtue in the empirical world. In Mencius’s view, virtue and norms do
not come from the external empirical world, but from the innate emotions of the actor, and the
most effective way to regulate is not to continue to learn external objective knowledge, but to
cultivate one’s own four-end feelings, to cultivate the four-end feelings and expand them, so that
you can know the heavens as much as possible. Mencius’s moral thought fully embodies the basic
characteristics of virtue ethics and provides a new perspective for the exploration of virtue ethics
thought.
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