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Abstract

“What is good?” This question has long troubled but always induced numerous philosophers to ask
about it. While Nishida believed that the good is the realization of the ideal, i.e., the completion of
the development of the will, Moore refuted the traditional ethics of the past with the “naturalistic
fallacy” and made it clear that the good cannot be defined. Although Moore believes that the good
is undefinable, it is not unknowable, and similar to Moore’s intuitive knowledge of the good, Ni-
shida perceives the good through the “intuition of knowing.” Moore, on the basis of empiricism,
brings the “good act” down to practice and emphasizes the effects that accompany the act; Nishida,
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on the other hand, transcends the subject-object dichotomy and combines the individual good
with the social good through the natural unity of the personality. This paper focuses on the fol-
lowing in this paper, we will discuss the similarities and differences between the two in three di-
mensions: what is goodness, how to know goodness, and the act of goodness.
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