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Abstract

The deep integration of digital technology and capital has promoted the formation of digital capi-
talism. What is consistent with traditional capitalism is that the law of value proliferation of digital
capital is still based on socially necessary labor time. In this way, occupying more surplus labor
time means occupying more production factors that can bring surplus value. Therefore, “time” has
become the object of exploitation of digital capitalism. Through the capitalization of time, the in-
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tegration of production and consumption, and the softening of exploitation, digital capitalism ex-
ploits in a new way. This process leads to the accelerated development of society and triggers a
general time crisis. In the era of digital capitalism, real free time has nowhere to go. Capital has
blocked the road of human liberation in a more invisible way, and individuals have gradually be-
come the “gears” of capital proliferation. Therefore, promoting the sustained and healthy devel-
opment of productive forces, fully stimulating people’s time subjectivity, relying on national go-
vernance to curb the disorderly expansion of digital capital and making digital capital a tool for
the subject to obtain free time are the realistic paths to liberate time, restore time justice and
realize the free and all-round development of human beings.
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