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Abstract

The British Poor Law refers to the laws promulgated by the United Kingdom for the relief of the
poor. According to the development course of “The Poor Law”, it can be divided into the old The
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Poor Law era and the new The Poor Law era. Engels not only affirmed its historical progress in the
study of the English “The Poor Law” theory, but also launched a more comprehensive criticism of
the theoretical basis, implementation purpose and relief principles of the new “The Poor Law”
based on his personal observation and reliable materials. Summary of Engels’s elaboration on The
British Poor Law is not only conducive to understanding the historical significance of Engels’s sub-
lation of The Poor Law in Britain, but also has important theoretical significance and practical en-
lightenment to perfect our country’s social assistance system.
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