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Abstract

In the field of second language acquisition, whether there is a critical period has been a hot topic
among the researchers, and there is still no exact conclusion. Supporters of the Critical Period
Hypothesis hold that the earlier a second language is learned, the more likely it is to acquire it. It
is not possible to reach the level of the mother tongue beyond a certain age; however, opponents
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argue that age is not a decisive factor in SLA and will not adversely affect SLA. There is a difference
in the advantages of different ages in the study of second language. Regardless of the conclusion of
this issue, we should reasonably absorb the favorable factors on the basis of previous studies, so
as to promote the development of English education in China. This paper introduces what is the
critical period hypothesis firstly, and then compares different research results at domestic and
abroad, so as to put forward the enlightenment to English education in China.
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