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Abstract

The principle of spatiotemporal consistency is a formal requirement for wills, and it is also the
embodiment of testamentism in the era of civil code. Behind this strict form lies the normative will
to fully guarantee the authenticity of wills and safeguard the principle of testamentary freedom.
The essential form of a will can enhance the authenticity and seriousness of the will, but overem-
phasizing the formal form may hinder the realization of the testator’s true intention, and it is ne-
cessary to seek a balance between the formal elements and the substantive content. In practice,
when there are some defects in the statutory elements of the will involved in the case, it is rec-
ommended that other evidence of the non-statutory elements be fully included in the considera-
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tion of temporal and spatial consistency, so as to realize a reasonable examination of the testator’s
true intentions.
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