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Abstract

The legal benefits of the crime of buying and selling abducted women and children cannot be li-
mited to single legal benefits such as personal non tradability, personal dignity, and personal free-
dom. The characterization of the protection of legal interests for this crime directly affects the judi-
cial authorities’ understanding and punishment of this type of crime during law enforcement. The
crime of buying and selling human beings violates the general moral norms of society, damages
the basic ethics of social civilization, and also violates the constitutional principles, natural laws,
and legal prohibitions on personal non tradability, seriously infringing on the personal dignity of
the victims. In addition to instrumentalizing, objectifying, and commodifying specific victims, buy-
ing and selling people also poses a threat to the entire human society, putting everyone at risk of
being widely instrumentalized, objectified, and commodified, thereby triggering empathy anxiety.
This crime not only infringes on the personal dignity of the buyer, but also infringes on the overall
human dignity. Therefore, the protective legal interest of this crime is compound legal interest. At
the same time, based on the principle of crime balance, the statutory punishment for the crime of
buying people should be appropriately increased on this basis. In addition, it is more reasonable
to establish an aggravating offense for the crime of bribing women who have been abducted and
trafficked, and to include any behavior that violates the victim’s personal dignity or other personal
rights and interests but does not meet the criminal criteria as an aggravating offense for the crime
of bribing.
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Table 1. Changes in the criminal liability for the crime of buying women and children in China’s criminal law
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