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Abstract

According to the Classification of the Japanese Grammar-Account Association (JGAA) about passive
sentences, Japanese passive sentences are divided into three types: direct passive sentences, indi-
rect passive sentences and owner passive sentences. In this paper, the relation between the ex-
pression forms of all types of Japanese passive sentences and their event structure is discussed by ap-
plying the image schema theory of cognitive linguistics. Based on it, a conclusion is further pointed
out, i.e., of the unity constituted by the three types of Japanese passive sentences, direct passive
sentences are the prototype while owner passive sentences are linked between the other two
types. The presented conclusion provides new ideas and means for Japanese teaching of passive
sentences. Meanwhile, it also provides a feasible learning style of non-traditional linguistics for
Japanese learners.
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Figure 1. Image schema of direct passive sentences
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Figure 2. Image schema of owner passive sentences (a certain
part of body)
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Figure 3. Image schema of owner passive sentences (possessions)
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Figure 4. Image schema of indirect passive sentences (transitive
verbs)
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Figure 5. Image schema of indirect passive sentences (intransi-
tive verbs)
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Figure 6. Relationship diagram of passive sentences
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