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Abstract

“Zhunbao”, as a commonly used modal adverb in modern Chinese, represents the speaker’s de-
terministic inference of an objective event or behavior. The grammaticalization of “Zhunbao” has
experienced the evolution process from positive phrases to modal adverbs. Subjectivization is
realized mainly through the transformation from proposition function to speech function, from
objective meaning to subjective meaning, and from non cognitive modality to cognitive modality.
This paper analyzes the subjective performance of “Zhunbao” from three aspects: the speaker’s
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perspective, emotion and understanding. And it further compares the modal adverbs “Zhunbao”
and “Ding” with positive inferential meaning, and compares and analyzes the similarities and dif-
ferences between them. This paper will discuss the subjective expression of the modal adverb
“Zhunbao”, which expresses affirmative inference, from the perspectives of grammaticalization,
subjectivization and subjectivity of the modal adverb “Zhunbao”.
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Figure 1. Grammaticalization path of “quasi insurance”
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