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Abstract

Modality is an important part of interpersonal meta-function, especially in speech discourse.
Based on Halliday’s Systemic Functional Linguistics, this paper tries to explore the gender varia-
tions in the use of modality by male and female speakers in TED talks on the topic of climate, to
reveal the relationship between the differences in modality choice and gender. The results show
that in the choice of modality, both male and female speakers tend to use modality words ex-
pressing possibility. In terms of orientation, most modality words in male and female speech are
subjective implicit, emphasizing the subjective attitude of the speaker. In the value of modality,
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there is no preference in male speakers but more low-valued modality words are preferred by
female speakers.
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1. 5|

PERIE Rk S0, X AR 7 ORI, BRI R A SRS 5 R, R
YR 2 5K A FA S A AT e 5, U o DR 26 97 1 5 PR SR < PRI [2].
LA SR GA EN, VR A RPER G T RO R R 2. BAR, BB RIRIE, B
LFPELE R S 1S RRHA N SO AIAT A WA Bl A8 5P L A B o
A S

XTSI AS RO B LR Py 4273 04 T T RS A SRR, SR R
Jesperson [21{E 3 (YRR 54D — 1 atARI T i & TAETERIPERIBLE, 0IF T 8 2 1 22 52
FUMPFRE. (95 2% XA = 5 PRI I TR 2{ES T Robin Lakoff, 7 =ittt/ \HEAC, 17
5 Lakoff [SIE (& SR Ik —F e, MBI TS MIERZER ROLRIL, R T &iE
TSI IR, U S PR 2 B 02 SR B B OO AR T A4 . AR
TR — BAHAE, T E PR R R, PR, ARSI S ¥R Rumsey [4]
TEAATR T % I TP 252 (MR 2 R o [ P8 2 7 S T o 5 AL K M B 9
LT 2 2 RO, BIIBRIES]IT 1 (G 25 54k &tk 3 42 2 ALID)
bR A R R TR S RO IR . R, TR TR A
[y 2 St 3EHE 6], BN ARIRLAERI T 10 002 S R LR R 7], SR AR T B T A%
RO, (8] ORI RAL[9]%% , RT3k THE & SR SUKEL e BB 4R
CRIEL B EMPERIB. PERTE RO BUE SR SRR L R 5 DU

B, AT IR AR TR S AR, R B0 RGO & IR 5 L
PERPERHEAT BT R, SO Halliday 1 R G 0RE v 25 37 8o 5T LB 55 0 i # 7E A
I R o RO B 900/ 9 25 2 B 3 it R SR D ) e P e B 1
WIS, TR AR 598 25 M BT 2 IR, SR AT S A
2. IRRAKRAE

UL Halliday J9fQ00 RGN HER & IR S RALL AN, S —FRiEm L. ik
R SR AEAF R [10). 3 25 P #HAE S 25 RGEHEAT B T BA9 L= KLy fi(metafunction)
BETIRE . ABRDIERIERITIRE. SO, BEQTIALRIE B ARAI MR, B S ST i ok
RAESLAMHE AP0 AR fe: NBRIRE AR 2 RMES BT IR B R A 20T, it
B2, M SRR ABRE R RIS BOFR BRI SR NS fe: R e
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BAATE 5 ORALZUE B, RIKER S IEBOR K IIRE[11] [12]. AR NI R RS H 10— DT R 58
NBRIhRERIEN S NZ BB AN 5 Wi 1016 A 52 N b .30 5 W e ) 5 22 B

2.1. 1ESRE

Halliday &SRR & e “Uaii A BTt il 1h 9 &8 1 vl e 5 U8 PRI ([13], p. 75):
I A BIRAE R AN o R AT BRI B U T EUCPE AR R W, AT S 1% i A B R AR AT R R ([14],
p. 116); “IE&TE ‘yes” 5 ‘no” ZIAIHIANHAE LUK ([11], p. 176), 41 maybe. probably. supposedly.
sometimes %5,

Halliday 1 Matthiessen [11]451% #3575 R 4543 A1 24k (modalisation) A1 & 54k (modulation) 4™ F &
Gt AEAMEZW RO E NEAS BATHI /NG ok w] e A2 5 PR B R AW, DR IS A A mT ik — 28 4y
N H] e (probability) F1 22 ¥ T (usuality) s B FZSR NG LL “PIib 5 IRSS” NACH B, ¥ RKEN
XSRS MEINEG T, T2, FaRIE AR S5 AR AR B R AW, ST —
3543 A L4 (obligation) A 7 J& (inclination) . [5] &8 1 25 46 1 AT B8 14 A1 28 6 14 175 25 B8 mT | 1 25 80 3] (will,
should, would %5). & INiE (probably, usually, likely £5) sk P53 45 & (will probably, will usually %)
=R ARSI A A AT @ R 1 A SR (should, will Z5) FiE 1 (1997 2 7 38 (be supposed to, be anxious
to S)W A Ak sEH . B UL EPY RS A, Halliday [11]4A & B2 N 68 73 /38 73 PR 16 &
(ability/potentiality), XEIEHA TIHES RGNS, FHUARR YR X /N 2 0k BT BAG 3 Ee 7 12
2.2. 1EASEE

“R NS AR SRR RS S A HeE 7 ([11], p. 692). HR4E Halliday [111FIME 5, HEAEUA S N
FEEM, HrTFE— DA A W AR 3R AR B i SO A e, B
2 WU 1) B b VAR | think, | want, itis likely, itis usual %), JEiEARamRAFIA. IR
(R 7] 32 2 S A B Se B, AREA A A B IS A IR se i, RS S —8ElRik.

2.3 BSEE

HEAEEBESMERK. “BERN TAXNME S 55N g 558 LR A & 7 ([15],
p. 28), KE NI X E A FE IR TR G, ST EE, 80l THE. Halliday [13#E15& K
MO EMAFEGEM, &, B R=%, HUABLIE A FREZ TRt . 28 M. XS MR,
A MBS REHA SRMEZ . R IRBERA 40 HE THEESR &, B KE%=E, nsEEs
A: certain, must, always, requires F1 have to %%; HE{H1%E#: probable, usually, will, would F should
a5, {REHIEA: possible, sometimes, may, could #1 might £,

3. BTEHENFSERTIE
3.1 SrHmiERHERN

ARSCNIEJLEE R TED S PF LI T 5 R R TEAN 6 6 5 PRI U E 7 At R o Dy G T Rl LR
ekt 1S — PR e N S ARAR DGRV N & . IS, 9B ORERH SRS, SR UEE R A
T 7 2 BIHIE J7 TED M UF, MRS RN 17,332 1 A/ N RLE .

3.2. EASRESHRILL
TSR TS E R ENEOR, WAE—ERE LR 7 E R ala g 5E, Was&
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RAEHESAR DN, HEERREAA IR e s Bk 5 5 L ks kA 6 & 55 vk ep
M5 PG S BEAT 047, R IUANE SR AL VB U b i A8 BRI b, R — DR ME R S A RS E L.
HIRY], £ HHE bR, AITTASRE A EMPTT g iR 2 ZHER .. S, SiEPESAE2
MIATENE, (5 BMEIERYE 2 KIEFAR, MK LR BT B s P SRR A T &
P

Table 1. The distribution of modality types in male and female speech

1L BLRHFHELBESO MR

AT RE (%) 2 TE(%) 55 (%) B (%) AESI1EE 711 (%)
% 43.78% 5.22% 20.88% 1.61% 28.51%
5 49.79% 4.68% 21.70% 4.25% 19.57%

M 1 IGHESRE, B PRMEE VS RV A 2 s b TSRS, BB R
etk Horpal RS A B By 3, HUON XS EB MBI IR, M w M EES
M A o b/

A BB A A AL G515 b AR 1 25 (epistemic modality), Z23A 7 1t % B EAL Ay At
FIRETE R EAHI T . 55 LU IR s F A W] REPEAE A o5 LE B A e, o A (T et S R 1k
PLEAHH WL 1 think, 1 know 1 1 believe, 48t EBAHfH W1 would, might A1 maybe &5, A KR B
FAHI s likely FOIEBHAH Z UL probably %5 . AT B PEAE A I ITE — @ R B b nT BRI o B s R4 1Y)
BT, 2 HOE U A A B e AT e I, SR AT R RS A B T H Rk B i v i R,
I TEE MR AT RE, OSB3 [16].

B IR I ERS S (3 AR U O L, LA IR R R AT ReVETS 2, BFE 55 g PR s o
530 3 3 7B A RIS B ET 28%H1 20%. RE S/ 1 MEE S RS UEE R A AR R IR
FURTANAE T, TR B A AR WA 0 AR can MOAEFT, Qs (1) 0k AATTHT B A& RS AR RE YR 5% R 1)
RE T LA, AT 10 18 A e 77 BN TR, o Bl A — B R PPN [17], AR WL be able
to (A H, Qi) (2) R max 28 55 AR AR 2 W0 b B4 1R 3 BT =LA [ e

1) And through our cities, we can transform our relationship with energy. (3 t£)
2) ...and we still have to do the hard work of making sure that the most vulnerable among us will be able to adapt and

thrive in the new climate. (Z1%)

XEER ST NN EA K, 2 UitdE A I SEiE XS, X rid N —F “3RE” . 5
AURAZ AR S A UFIE  BAT SRR ER YR RS B 70, H BASUR W A LG | s T A 3 R AT
O E . IR IZRE I, USSR HA S, HRZ AmBENESE. wFl). #(@2)+
must A1 need FAE S ARIRL 1 V8 D2 o o2 — SRR SR HEI L S I i B2 1 08 5 H W A SEIL R HRBOX
—IZ K HARTAS #4730 -

3) CO, is important because it can linger in the atmosphere long after it is emitted, which means we must achieve
net-zero emission. (%)

4) We need to not only cut emissions extremely rapidly, we also need to take carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere. (5
)

BRI LIS OSSR SRR KBUH A 2 vl Hit— Dokl Lt s
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1B XS AE RS AL AN T7%, 1 53 PR UF 3 0 Sk 94%. (7R IX — W& A2 S5 I R R T R A T 5 K A
PLRAL T RIS A ey, AT A BRI 3 S &R, & SEiifE &M 51817 ok geRE. Fal A &
BRI 40 15 AL [18]

CER NS AR T U0 TN I S (ROUL S TR HA AR W, A IR g I 1) b R AN E PE[19] o LR U
FOF B VU & B RIS P AR, G EARIE S 5%, HHMMES A aRER
IS EETE AN often, never, always, XEAE K] sometimes DL EAE 54517 usually, H:dr often 7£ 5
LIHPE A F IS RE I AR R, T EE A usually (ORILT L. FRE, B
T ASTEBYF P B ARG, O8RS 5%LL T o X RE ML SR H A OC . Mt EEAETE R
L 5178 s H, R T RE IS ST A BRI O R Bk, 5 sirs Rk s B
A 5 e b o

3.3. EMMEMENEXIEE

M 2 TLUCE Y, RS ASHUAT I, 5 i v R S A3, B AR s A e,
H B 2 b i E A S S 5 L B Ak 80% a4 . TSI K 18 5 B 7 SIS SRR R NE
VIR . 1 SRBUE U R AR RSB g s e . BRSSPI S TR s, Kbl L
WG SRV B RARHGSE, EER/NAERIE, Wifl(G) i | believe; TMARIfHH LU EAATLL
MUE—H “Ohrbnic” » EEBRHESEEIL, Wnpi6)+ i might. IEE6H ST RA IR EE
BEAREL 7 ALSUR N SCA B TIA B3« ST RERIRUR X5 PR B 16 SR A% IS B RIS MU AR 1
JEIENS (1 R — B T BB 2 05 A A 0 2 LG A& BB P A 1 A S B AL, A TR R
EREWFSE, BT Uh AMTEATTE, Wf1(7) ¥ probably BRI PF# 0 T A O BLRF I, (A&
Fi 72 WA P A B U 2 P 2 L0 00 B a3 2 L 5L

Table 2. The comparison of modality orientation in male and female speech
= 2. BOERHPRIBSEEER

HH 5 =5 WK (%) B A (%) HH 1 2% W0 (%) {E BB 0 (%)
s 5.62% 81.93% 2.41% 10.04%
i 9.36% 79.14% 4.26% 7.23%

5) As a Christian, | believe that God created this incredible planet that we live on and gave us responsibility over every
living thing on it.

6) Climate impacts might seem a little further down the road, but air quality impacts are right here today.

7) Now at this point, you’re probably thinking that I’m nut.

3.3. fR7SEERLE

FAEIEESMEMNNER EEADERSRERES B, BE W75 5 L h o] g s
55 EENEEER, ARG TR,

Table 3. The comparison of the value of modality in male and female speech
= 3. BLOEHMIBESEMEILER

= A (%) &2 A{H (%) R EAE (%)
& 25.30% 23.69% 51.00%
i 34.05% 34.48% 31.47%
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PR 2% 3 AT A1, 53 kv Ut 2 BT A P 1 v o A = S A A A BN 5, 43 iR 34.05%-34.48%
31.47%, FREIH BEMEEEEMN, 5EETOAR S B CE A IR AR R PR A E .
R, ZotEisEhs W B B B R E S A IR B, (I AAR 1L 51.42%, b5 Mg KR A & 17
P AZ 2 11 20%, 1T e fEURT oh 2B I A Rl AR AT, 40 A 25.30% 11 23.69%, H &5
PEMEEE S RS A B ARG . HORT W Lo Ptk R S ) T IR RS A, RS
CAF I SCHRAFF 72— B ZBMIAE T [181IA A, B NG & k48 LI 2= SRl 7 WIPESE & 152 Br A
FIRA e RAAE A . BAR, TS LA it S i SECAZ#E T4, EAEIN, BT
i TR M . BEARCR I — 7 EAE bR T B ) T P8 A m B E S AW, IR E R A R
MRIETE, AR MBCAREE I — 77 W SE ) TR B A S, SR R, (2
IR TT Re e, R YR B AT R TP R L B G VE PSS . RIS A B AE A AT T AN e M R 1
S RAE RS B AR 1A S AR T A BR E SL

34. SERERSRIENER

e B (1 A 2 IA A AR IR UF 8 0 8 B I LSRR R BORIAE O, R IIUEIE N B 5 480 A5
DRI, Y8 D 7 V6 O 9 P v {7 A 0] R 00 B 7 SR IR D N S EERISL . Yo AR, ST ]
W s AR IR, AR BB S A YRR o 55 2o I A ) R A A A A A AT R L)
must. certainly 1 | believe, ik PEE LK always Fl often. DL ik U552 X must AT have to.
.

8) When we think about climate action and climate strategies and climate plans, we often overlook the ocean and leave
it out, because somehow we think that saving the ocean is something else we have to do, not a core part of our climate strat-
egy. (Ftt)

9) It’s a plan that must transcend national boundaries. It must be in the Global North, and it must be in the Global South,
where 90 percent of future urbanization is going to take place. And it's a plan that must have us move beyond our narrow

self-national interest. We must come to see the world's cities as international assets rather than national possessions. (5 %)

FEFI@) T, L hIUEE FIRIA 2 P A S A often WIBRTE HY A1 3 A7 £ 58 B THRFEAE
X TARARA AR RIARL, RN JE TR s . AR, R FEIAR R T R R, B
MRS R 02 B — A B S5 3 AR SR (Y A B 4 R AE AR R AR B O I I L, R i s
15 A1 T NAN T 3 ) B R s 5 TSI R R 0T B, SR SR 1 A X T A R AR O AR A, 2t
M5 AN UTBER RIS RS 1), BEEIE LS T 5 ey A must REFIX
OO T 8 A BRI B R ) R R A EE AN P o AT 4 AN must D9 IA AT BE M SR AR 51
FRIBFHEPHE X T HA I FERAE Lo B —A> must Jy L5162, RGO IRETEE LN KA Apt
TR LSS, 5 H A TSR HE F IO R BB, LR H S R ST 37

3.5. FEEBESRIANER

BB T AL FAE R B AE T UE D, AR AT I 0 i — e 1 ) h A B . TR I
BAEIE A 0] DU AU G B AT e 52, SRl b I 5 B . 55 2o i o A F A R 2 S S A
FERIA AT Ge 4 = LI probably 1 1 think 28 1A8 285514 & Y usually 3 1E X 55 = X 1) should F1 supposed.,
AR ik B B S wille 94

10) But really, we should be thinking about how the ocean is saving us and what is it saving us from. (/)
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11) And I think we all know we ain’t getting any more Earths, right? (3 £)

PAEGI A, Bt B A 7 BAEESRIE, DU AL (2 AN B A2 (1 3 2 REAS 2130
AR AN o F1(10)H, AR A S5 1 BE 15 45 1A should ZR it {3k AT 355
ISR, T SR S Ak W 2 12 32 LT RO AH AT e IR A H I (55 . (), PRI IR aEad /s
A 1 think [ AR B LR 238 WA B T A5 B W A, BARKZAE L A IR — 4,
ER T S R A, 2 P BB | think SR IS AL, AR TS IHBR AT .

36. REEFSRENER

KRB ERE LA BRI TR, PRBLUOE & a8 e e M m T 5 e A E . EFE KR
EESE M, B2 BT RG0S LM 5 PR U AR SR 2518 (0 £ A
SRR, WIEFFRREE BT DL R Z AL M B ABCA AL . B BV S, otk iAo M g
AT 5%, AL SCRIREm, PETETE E IR R BUMEEER . L ETEER S 2 R E MR A
AL RS, R U0 1 T R AT REATAE S I B T U T SOR 25 1R Y 28 [20] . A 041 R AR 1 AR
BLHEZRIE AT BETE B ) may, might A1 possible. ik 48 H M & ) sometimes. ik X 555 X don't have
to, PLAGRIARE I 17 LI can Al be able to %, fil1:

12) Climate impacts might seem a little further down the road, but air quality impacts are right here today. (Z/#)

13) Before going into some details of specific solutions, you may be wondering how we came to these calculations. (5
)

A_E 5451 v £ might A1 may $59 042 7R m] REME 5 SRR BB A1 o AH EE T2 10 2 LR 25 U R AR A
TR BE RN UM B R VA AR RN B) A 0, VR UEE T IR R BB S 1A might ARELHAE KIS
FE, HAES HA AR R MR EAE TS may RS, BERT DA B A WA O, X
RE A 15 R 4k 25 o

. HiE

5

I

AU AR 55 AR AN L (T8 5 08 22 57 A ST AE DA D il ) —ooxd o b, R AR A AR A RD
B MIkA&R. BYEM MRS A 5 M ERASERA 5, EWEaHIE, IEWAH TS
Mgt SO Lo PR U A £ A A SR AU )k 5 b A AUE 17 ok FH A AT R i SR I A5 1A s AEAR S IRy
R — Rk, 2R WA 5, SRR N AR, ERSEMETTH, Bt
IR BB R kG, W s B B R EE S S . Rk, PR AR S
IR, S A _EAARBL O PER 22 R A A AT R TR B, T R A I, (ELE )
2 I MR 5 B R A E R .

SE
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