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Abstract

As a kind of superstructure, the legal system is determined by the social existence of different times
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and influenced by the social economy, politics and culture of different periods. Throughout the
history of China’s legal system, the transition from ritual rule to the rule of nothing and then to the
rule of law reflects the process of self-reinvention and self-criticism in the history of China’s legal
system, whether it is the “benevolent government” revered by Confucianism, the “Taoist law of
nature” advocated by Taoism, or the “utilitarianism” of Legalism, or the “utilitarianism” of Legal-
ism. All of them are closely related to the background of the times in which the people live. There-
fore, when dealing with our traditional thought, we need to look at it dialectically in the context of
our current social environment. At the same time, with the change of the times, foreign ideas are
gradually coming into our country, and when dealing with “new things”, we need to analyze
whether they are suitable for the reality of our country from a dialectical point of view. The whole
process contains the criticism and inheritance of the new things to the old things, and the road of
Chinese legal system is also in such a process to overcome difficulties and forge ahead.
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