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Abstract

The age system for criminal legal responsibility in China has long been highly valued by society.
However, with the gradual trend of juvenile delinquency towards younger age, malignancy, and
cruelty in China, the general public has begun to demand a lower age limit for criminal legal re-
sponsibility in China. In this context, should the “malicious supplementation age system” be in-
troduced to address the malignant crimes committed by young minors? We should know that the
introduction of a system is not simply copying, but should take full account of national conditions,
social culture, legal system and other factors. The “malicious age complement system” is rooted in
common law countries. The hasty introduction will not adapt to China’s national conditions, and
conflict with the principles of justice. At the same time, the identification of “malicious” also faces
many difficulties. The revised Criminal Law Amendment (XI) legislation uses the flexible age of
criminal responsibility system to replace the previous “one size fits all” model, which coincides
with the concept of “malicious age complement system”, and is the result of thinking in line with
China’s reality and social development.
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