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Abstract

After the amendment of the anti-monopoly Law, the safe harbor rule is stipulated in the vertical
monopoly agreement, the analysis framework of the vertical monopoly agreement is improved,
and the defense path of operators is enriched. However, limiting the scope of application to vertic-
al monopoly agreement is different from the previous provisions, and there are some ambigua-
tions about which type of vertical monopoly agreement is applicable. The safe harbor rule has ac-
cumulated many years of experience in China’s practice. Clarifying the scope of application of the
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safe harbor rule should start from combing legislative practice, analyzing the legal provisions them-
selves, and analyzing the competition effect of monopoly agreements. The scope of application of
the safe harbor rule should be defined as other horizontal or vertical monopoly agreements ex-
cept the core restrictions to maintain the unity of our country’s anti-monopoly legal system.
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