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Abstract

With the gradual advancement of judicial system reform in China, the system of leniency for con-
fession and punishment has been widely applied. In order to ensure that the accused can obtain
substantive legal assistance in guilty plea cases, and to demonstrate the authenticity and volunta-
riness of their confession and plea, as well as to guarantee the fairness and reliability of the cases,
the duty lawyer system has emerged. However, in judicial practice, the duty lawyer system in Chi-
na is still in its developmental stage and faces numerous issues. For example, the exercise of cor-
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responding rights such as the right to review case files, the right to meet with clients, and the right
to negotiate is limited in judicial practice. The legal position of duty lawyers is not clear. Moreover,
due to the relatively low financial benefits brought by guilty plea cases, it is difficult to attract ex-
cellent lawyers to participate, resulting in a shortage of duty lawyers. Therefore, it is necessary to
improve the duty lawyer system and relevant supporting mechanisms, clarify their litigation sta-
tus, and ensure the exercise of their rights. This will enable duty lawyers to better play their roles
and advantages in guilty plea cases, and promote the implementation of the system of leniency for
confession and punishment in a high-quality manner.
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