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Abstract

Before World War I, Dewey’s philosophical concepts of education emphasized the individualized
and social development of the learner, encouraged diverse and creative education, and empha-
sized a child-centered view of natural education. Although these views were not significantly
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changed after World War I, Dewey reconsidered the task of educating children in a democratic so-
ciety, reflected deeply on the connection between education and social life, advocated that teach-
ers practice social responsibility and integrate diverse social issues into the teaching system in
order to inspire children and cultivate the habit of exploration, and the democratic view of educa-
tion was “born The concept of democratic education was “born”. Democratic education enhances
children’s democratic literacy by guiding them to face and solve real social problems. Therefore,
the quality of children’s education depends to a large extent on teachers’ commitment to social
responsibility. At the same time, the study of Dewey’s philosophy of education and the critical in-
heritance of his educational ideas are of guiding significance to the renewal of the concept of edu-
cation and the reform of the educational system currently underway in China.
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