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Abstract

Intervertebral disc degeneration is one of the main factors that cause low back pain. Its degenera-
tion is a process of long-term accumulation of cellular and molecular damage, which destroys the
homeostasis of tissue cells and ultimately leads to the decline of physiological functions. The me-
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chanism of disc degeneration has not been fully elucidated. In the process of intervertebral disc
degeneration, signal pathways play a very important role, including changes in many signal path-
ways such as MAPK, Wnt/f-catenin, NF-kB, Notch, PI3K/Akt, and these signal pathways cross each
other. The role forms an intricate network of signaling pathways, which jointly participate in the
regulation of intervertebral disc degeneration. With the in-depth research on cell signaling path-
ways, the causes of intervertebral disc degeneration will be further clarified, and at the same time
provide new ideas for its clinical treatment. The research progress of intervertebral disc degene-
ration signaling pathway in recent years is summarized as follows.
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1. By

FE TR BE SR A AR 2 I PR PR R e 2 21, PR BEAZ . AR 4E3R . O SR, R BRI RS2 R
LRAHEAR 2 B S PR T BOAE FH o B A 8 PR R A DA S T R e s MR AR, A I 28 DAL 47 £ AN B 1 K T
TFaR R ABAR L A gy R AR SZ AR PRI, D)2 5 BT 4 PR A 3R K A% 9 o A TR 418 4% (Intervertebral disc
degeneration, IDD)/2& T YR £ 25 K 2 —, EE A2 FEU™ B LT A RN T AEHER BB AE |
Y LI RN 2 (A AR A AN DR &R, AT Bt B BTN A R YT ik B R B2 . MR AR AR
RARE R R BN R s B AR B O, 2B 2 R IR . AR A RS 5@k — N E R X E R
M2 R4, ARG SR EAER, LRGSR MBIAER. B, BTz, 3
HAT A1k, B THERBHR AR R ST 7 — R AR AL, (B FHAR AR 1 B AR LA B
o ME ) 250 A8 45 5 T8 % 1) B AR LI AR 72, K adh— 20 s A AT TR A (] B R AR MR B IR, HAA T Rg
R 2 BT ') 4 18 A8 1 09 PR T PR YR TT 74

2. MAPK {55182

24 4 AL B 1 B4 (mitogen-activated protein kinase, MAPK) & —fi{s 58 A, 1R 2 40 i) i 2B 3%
T MAPK B2 S, WHT MG TE . . TR DU RIE . IR s (R AR, X
AR R E R A R N T AREREA AR S, HR—F2A MRV AR E DM, "5k
Y AMRIBEAE 5 2040 P SO IR . MAPK {5 5 38 B B A0 VR 5 UL PR B 1 T i %, B oK
R HREAAE . LA ZERGE AN R S A (1], A 18] £ 20 A O 4T 40325 5 A R JOE th 55 M B] 25 4T
il MAPK {5 S8 B 0S5 R mPE(E S Im BN RIS MAPK @R, nI 0] 5 140 i K 15 5
) A ] 45 20 B 40 35 57 40 AR A B 5 [2] [3], MAPK {5 53 B% 5 G 40 i AME 5 1 4% 5 A
(extracellular regulated protein kinases, ERK). p38 MAPK. c-Jun N i i (INK) = 2%E 5 [4] -

2.1. ERK (5 5i@E%

ERK S fE AR A A7 R AR B AT BARIIPE T, BERZAAAE D ERK {5 5l B0 HE (Rl LR AR A
—E MR, CHRAESE BRI T T, AT 1 ERKAE SIEBR R H0E . A

Tk
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ERK {5 5@ B4 75, A AR o7 v e S 2 B A, AT s i 4t PR AE SR SAU R B R I A7 [5]« ERK (B 5
T % 1) Y T 5 SO [ A A0 B R R 1 2 W T RE T2 R A SO SRE 5 T 1 M D) 28 200 P 4 A A s I
RIFFLEAEH . Wang Z5[6]8F 7T &KL IGFBP5 (7T BA 7] S5 ERK/MAPK IS, W1 ERK 2 EH & &A1
WAL K P BT, AR 21K ) IGFBPS 1] fff ERK/MAPK Al 23, M T o) ok (7] £ 38 A8 K S AL o i
K P R 5 A L T M 2B [7]RF 9T R I FAFL JE5d ERK 5538 ik B 2 B I 4 55 . Han
L8R IVHEFR T ERKL/2 F1 STAT3 {5 5@ B 13H0E, 3 EUCHE LR A1t . Sun Z5[9]48 H miR-181a
{14 b R 368 T 1 A (] 2R AR /N B bR RSB DR T AH DGR T2 S EC AR (TRAIL) i ERK IS 2R3E, AT AR
RIEN . 45 FRTIA, ERK G SIHIKS S T HER S8 2 SO 2, A A R 450 200 Pt o AN m sl it 74 38
9re

2.2. p38MAPK {52i&8%

P3BMAPK & — 43 &~ 38kDa 1] Hi 360 M2 SR TR FEM A B H . p38 MAPK (22225 0% 55
P (5 5 @B R VP2 Z MRS S, JRIE I AR 2 MO R R A s i 3E 2 [ V. p38 HI Al
WA Z TR B R B AL, p38 MR &I AR R E A M. ZEA. R T, JaiE
SRR, R AR B R A PR SE AL, mRNA RSk, AEEM, T, d0iEae
) 715 LA K AL A5 [10]

76 NGB AR [FIME (R B BE A% AN LT 4E 3R FR A7 AE p38MAPK [R5 5 #iE,  HRIA /KT 55 M 1] 2 40 B 3B AR 1)
HFERE R IEAOC. TEMERAL 0, MR R MR T35 p38, IV FEAR 7>+, 41 ADAMTSs-4,
MMP-3 45, p38 MAPK. (183 A Ak B) 45 40 A J) I REL A 72 G2/M 3, AT ) 28 R 7 e 22 40 BB o
Pang S5[11] & IUAE ]2 NP 41 1) p38 MAPK 38 B FEALIN. /1 N #3805 , p38MAPK (13l 1 FH 3873 I8
55 7 AVERE B A% NP 4HB T Z HI52M0 . Krupkova ZE[12]8F 78 £ B p38 25 1 N it W BL0E S 1 IVD %
FER . Fu SE[131RIIE—AN™ B IR AR M AEI A, FevEY s n] LAR B (R4 3 2, 1 p38MAPK
STEBMBIE RS TR I . Xu F[L416F 5 R IUAE 2 BN US 7T 1) NP 4fi, p38 MAPK i
EE IS R . AR, UAUAE K P (MGR)II AR 3738 )5, p38 MAPK @S TSI 5 R iF
W17 ANETE MGF Re g HIHIEN LI 7 T 1 NP 4B T2, I H p38MAPK i@t 2 5 11X — i iid 4.
25 LATR, p38MAPK @2 5 T ME SRS FERE F 1 & AAFE T, &R 07 X AR, S RgEREEHE
() 25240 L o ) AR PR, R R SR AR I R R 3 R A

2.3. INKs (5 21@%

c-Jun N iy R (INKs) & — Pk Ab R <7 1 22 28500 A0 B T (MAP) SR . 225 INK B % 18T 1 2 1
FIVE I S pl e B, F B INK fEAEAAE S dRBRET . i AObE R o iV A T 3l

INKSs 5 FIBRAA/E TREZAME A, B A SRR T 7R (R 520 B 10 A B A 22 2R
BB R S A AT, BB R T LLEGE INKs (5 53@ 8%, INKs (RERR b 18 hn 1 88 4% 40 i 10
T~ Shan ZE[15]0F 78 A& 3 INK B p38 MAPK 38 2 M s 55 1 b ox) 2F 4E 28 (annulus fibrosus, AF)4H i
TIRIREI . e, ka2 B LA 75 20T Y INK B R AT p38 MAPK JliE%, {2t 1 #E (A 4%
AF T . Ni S [1615F 77 3K B 26 E e 4 o 78 B Fh AR 5 _Fil i ERK A INK (55 Jm B dk 1 fEA% 4l
JOAIRAT TEAR, RPN 1% LL I8 B v RE S IVD IBAT AR ) — PPV FE YR YT 7715 . Wang Z8[17]8F 5L R 1,
I35 25 38 3 A4 g 41 52 S5 (Extracellular Matrix, ECM)ZH. %3 (3535 « 81 ECM P& i (MMPs) 1) % 14 3k
S ECM FIARHE, S T IE I in ECM JE K ) 2 IE R BRI MMP (1) 38528 S/ 1 i i S5 S 10 328 o 1%
fift, INK Fl NF-xB {5 5i@ 8% & 2 51X R 3 2@, @0 ECM B g2 R0 HE A 51 1R A /E -
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25 EPTIR, INK {5 5 0 B 7R AR 7] A R AR F b A S AR
3. Wnt/g-catenin {5 518

Wnt A ZRESIETZRAEYSRE, GFERIGKE P00 MR EREH . WEM A
PR DA i AR S B A . Wint A5 St = Fh E SRR p-IEFRER I (B-catenin) INK IS {K s d
%, Wnt/g-catenin {55, WHEFONIA Wnt (55, W@ P55, B35 p-catenin: (1) p-catenin
EFRALIHIH]; (2) 4P b p-catenin &= (I3 (3) p-catenin FZ AL LRI (4) S-catenin 5 ik AL
PRAFT AT RIA EAER s (5) HEIERIFESEAAIE. Wnt/g-catenin {5 5@ B AE I AT R B i A%
W E AR ER, XS T s B B A TR SR 1 R

IR £ BB AZ 42 Wintl Fl1 B-catenin [RGB B s T 1EH AN IABERZ 214, Wnt/g-catenin {558 %
SZRAMGIET,  BEA A M TRk, 3G R 5, TR 208 B 00 BOE T I A R R . BOE
Wnt/g-catenin 1551 % 1] L5 S AfA% 5L & 8 B ARG IR AR R 208, SEUE R R,
AT 32 A ) 2SR AR PR 3E g . Wint/B-catenin {558 2 T DA I Jeb o) e ) 25 298 i 40 Ao AR 9 5 SN2 388 14D 5 i T 1
HEHARAR, Xie Z5[18] &K I/KiBiE E A 3 (aquaporin 3, AQP3){iE k&% 4 fitl (nucleus pulposus cells, NPCs)1#
F. HP4 R, AQP3 Aedlifi] hNPCs 4 71 3L ifi (extracellular matrix, ECM) I FEfE, 4, 4]
RIN Wnt/p-catenin {5 5 3@ % 4 AQP3 #iifil. 41 AQP3 Xf-F hNPCs H5E A1 ECM [4f (¥I5 Mk — A .50
1) Wnt/g-catenin {5 518 % 17 AR R AL B YR T4, AQP3 X IVD IBAFE (R4 EH], XU/ERH &
A G 18 I HH] Wnt/B-catenin 5 5@ B R SEILT . Wang J Z8[19] K3 IL-18. TNF-a 7E . NP 21 il
s SR T, AT/ E HE A -1 (caveolin-1) R IE I H RS Wnt/g-catenin {5 5 i@ %, i 4 K1)
SRR AM: p-catenin siRNA F1 caveolin-1 siRNA Wi #% . caveolin-1 {3 ik {75 p-catenin - A% 41 i
T AR BMESEER, 1D #E4 p-catenin sIRNA BHIT. 4, AHEFKIL TUGL % &35 1DD i
F{EHE Wnt/g-catenin 2IEMIK. 7EFEZSF TUGL, Wntl f1 p-catenin £ TNF-a {1155 ~EH 3800,
TUG1-siRNA F1 xav-939 fEPH &#01#] Wntl, p-catenin, Caspase-3, Bax, MMP3 fl ADAMTS5 HI&iX,
i Bel-2. EEEZ M. COL2AL ik, fl4ifaf . 22, (RrgufuigiE. gt Ml
TUGL A AT LR NS BEAZ AN %52 TNF-o SEUW AN T- M52, il i B Wnt/g-catenin J# B2
BRI, e T —Fl IDD IGRIGIT I ES K45 [20].

4. NF-xB {5288

i3 K F «B (nuclear factor-kappa B, NF-xB) & —Ff EAZ UM | 12 AEE R 2 bRk I 7, 761
2 RN T AT )R SORE I e B AR S A B LA o NF-kB £ 22 DL P65-P50 — SRARI T A7 1, NF-kB
RO 518 2 RN RA K, BIFERIENE. Al BALERNE. FUMAE SN /) o NF-kB 2 — > B E R AT,
FE A BT IR 7 A2 0 R 40 I 4 g AU ) TR Sk () I R R OB A £ AR R AR E
NF-kB 2 5 2 Fh SSREMESOR R E[21]. 10 IDD 52 R & M4 A 7 (L-1. IL-6)NF 1 H 5 Szt
RNE S YIAH

FEMEMRALZHZ T, NF-xB S5 SR DG, JRBE A R 08 AR A AR AL 3G I X hn . NF-xB
FEIRAZ RN SCREVEMEIR] BE O TP RS H AR, SO0 IMERI B A EL, A5 AR R HE 1B 45 1 5 12 4 B B
TRHTY ) NF-xB 7] K7, NF-xB 18 11 0 A 57 P i 78 2 1t M ) 258 A8 1 i 72 o R #5 B ZEAE A - Sun
Z SE[22]fRF T, p6b 1 1A i i A% 40 MR AR R FE I R I 4 0 o 3X — 25 AR AT LAgE NF-KB 441
7] BAY11-7082 4] . fEBARVEMEAI AL, NK-KB 15 5 38 B ABGHE BB 0, 57 3 5k b2 A g 1) i 8
Rk, ARSI BRI . AR AR NF-xB HIHIE 7 1L-18 FrEur)
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Ji 4> J@ 5 (1 1§ (matrix metalloproteinase, MMP)-3. MMP-9. MMP-13. ADAMTS-4. ADAMTS-5. EH %
PR 1 B R R AR AR X RIEY] NF-«B 15 5iEEE 2 IDD B— gt oy, SR A
FEIRASMESI HYE YT H AR[23]- Shen F5[24] & 25 ZEAL AR (Sirtuin, SIRT) 1 KA K5 IVDD #H5%.SIRT1
2 SR NF-«B 1A% 5060, CAHCRANG SE . FLAF i KB, SIRTL g TLR2/SIRTL/NF-«xB
PR R IEHTRAE FSRACPT IL-18 FrEUm) NP 4P, 1X 3R B w] A N — AN R 5 #7697 IVDD
PSR R . Liu S5 [25]H7F 70 & 3038 5 41 i 157 26 [R1 ¥ (stromal cell-derived factor, SDF)-1 /15 14 g 17
T A i e — T ik F R 26 (pyrrolidine dithiocarbamate, PDTC) A& NF-xB i B, 76 A\ KB A%
4Hiu SDF-1/CXCR4 i@ #4181 NF-xB B BRI T BRI DA F R I SCRF NF-xB 15 518 B 74 [H]
FHIRAR I AR R B R R

5. Notch E =SB

Notch 15 53 i A2 — A FHAH &1 4H HLAR ELATE FH R 428 10 o B8 OR s e, A DY/ B R 1 NOTCH 3244
(FEM LS 9 NOTCHA-4), 40 Jo 49 M A Y NOTCH [X 455 -2 304 Bl A5 38 25 (1 /i (presenilin proteases,
PSENL12)E A W%f# . 28 PR T (2 BEAE A 25 9 1) NOTCH 15 5 i B [26] . A R 35 A 41 B ¥ 38 5 A0 734k
55 Notch 15 SIBE S UIM S, FEXF B A HE A A BEAZ A0 AL A0 . 04k S 40 B AR IR 28 4k 7= 2 — 2 1 5
M o

FEMEMEIAL S, Notch MBS & — M ORI HLEI, AP —M 5, dEFr o B BEZ g5, DL
REREINREMIRERZ LM . Notch ) - EUREIZ 41 GO/GL HAZN i & BARR A, vl TNF i 51
BERZ AN T Hiyama 256 [27] & 3 Notch 15 5 (150 BELWT 17 [0 4% 4 i 11 384 58 « 7518 28 fAE 5] 2% , Noteh
55 AR N . Wang Z5[2616F 7 & B Notch-2 ] mRNA Fl1 8 (4 2 1K 77 A 252 B A8 AR (0 ME ) 4% o
=, AR T IL-18 F1 TNF-o tBimRik. WFRIs RiE2E R , gi R 1 /K-F R sl B
B2 T NOTCH 78 3B A8 ME B 5% Fh R 263K ANE 4 o 1L-158 A1 TNF-a 300 B A% 40 389 4, (B L% NOTCH
I A FHIVE F o R, £16 NOTCH {5 538 B 1767 B IR T LA B R 93 Hh A FH « Zhang %5[28]
W5 B BMP9 {213t T NPCs 1 ECM [ IE, F H& Notch {5 5@ i 1) 54 4> 1, BMP9 nJ fgif i Notch
{55 1EE A% ECM. flAI1580E T Notch BRI Z 44 7E Ad-BMPY 441 NPC {31k, FFUEsE 7 DLLL
1 Notchl [FFRIE 5 E N . UEB T BMP9 i it #iiil] Notchl A1 DLLL SR{£#t ECM 7E NPCs H[1J3RiL, N
IDD (¥RITHEME T —Fh el RER J7¥2:. Wei Z5[29]7% W FAM83H-AS1 Rk Ttk T Notchl F1 Hesl 7E%8
A b 55, FAM83H-ASL il Notch 1 2 m) {ig 2E A% 41 L K GE AN 15 ECM ik o IX O MER] AR
1S A T IR TSR AL T T R SRR

6. PI3K/Akt {SSBE

TEA— AR DI P9 IR B 5K, PIBK B = AN, LRI . Horp, | KRB Z M, 4
1A (PI13Ka, B, 8)F1 1B (PI3Ky). | 28 PI3K 53 Jit — JR A2 AL I EE (p110a, B, y H1 §)HITH 15 V.5 (p85a,
B, ) LR[30] - AKt & —Fl 22 S IR/ 5 B R B, A5G =R TR (AKLL, 2 F1 3), JX L6 37 AY B A 1w B 0 R
A Akt 5 TR EAHTAER, A 2R IR, GRS AR E B . PIBK/AKL
PR IE IS 2 ML 2 SHER AR AZ : ECM & 238 hn, S0 40 M T, (240 Mo BGFE RS, 40 1= i i) 1715
R AN, AR BEIE RL[31].

PISK/AKL {5518 I PR 8 o S BEAZ A AR 1 ek 8 0 2R (A B Rk B (1 2 AT 10 s T 1)
A R TR AE I FR A, B PIBK/AKE 15 538 2% [ B IR A 7K ST T H BE AZ 40 M () R T2 Liu 55 [32] BB 7T
g5 R IR miR-27a J@ i FLHZ ) PI3K 1) 3-UTRs k4l PI3K FIFik . BRI HE. TR,
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BRHZE P (45 o 0 e PR 52 3 PIBKYAKT A5 588 Ut 1 12, 1T B8 A 4 P D) i 2 R IR W R A 1 AR A7 B
FH AKT. PI3K /& miR-27a FIH#E 5, Rk, miR-27a i LA LA PISK JN4E 5, Jo ShBEAZ 40 9 1~ . Wang
SF[33])WF 7t R 40| miR-138-5p W] N il PTEN & F Rk, {Rik PISK/IAKT 1iE1L . miR-138-5p Kik K]
FnEE EiE SIRTL SRARY AN2E NP 4% T T, X AT fE 2 PTEN/PISK/AKL /5 5iEE N S 1. X
@ﬁ%%%nm4%ﬂmmnmmwmwmm%%k%ﬂ e TR IDD I —ANB a7 #E 5. Jia 55[34]

R ENTRE T T4 HL0, AEFEA NP 4ififgrh PISK/AKt 3B &M, 45 522 W] 58 2k (chitosan oli-
Wwﬂm%&d&ﬂ%@ﬁﬁk%%ﬁ@oﬁTﬁnM%MM@%SGBWNP%@%%%W%Z@
KRR, MATRIE S5 ZAE T PISK/AKt HE%, Mﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ% XL RTHE T COS
i PIBK/AK 3 #5X NP 40 i A= R4 VR - Bt . Pt DA PIBK/AKt {5 538 6 5 18 A% IR ME R] 5 A7 AH G M

7. &g

HE R £ 40 B A AR 2 U B Sl B, e TREA & B ARSI, SCE AR, SRR R — A
PR, XTAIRRIETE . e TSR E R . BEE AN SR AN 2 R SR KT (3 44
eIt AN SRS S IEEAA R T ERA NI, SRS Tl BT RE S 0 1 RS R 2 A
FC A5 AR T, X SEAIT 7T B A T SR O ME ] SR AR YEBOR (R T S (0 A 2K I BR AR
CABLZZ i 2R s 2 Nk i B ik (D BRRIZESF I J0 . H AT A SRox 200 P9 A 538 i £ B A L )
AL I T AN e 4x, (A, METRIEL A0 (045 5 8 A 5t — DR R BT, BB AKX T
E 0 58 2% e 5 5 S B IR AN FE A ) SR AR PR A B MARA B RIe, y NJti RB fA 8
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