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Abstract

Merleau Ponty focused on the relationship between consciousness and nature in his early two
well-known works, studying by external “behavior” and internal “perception” respectively, ultimately
demonstrating that the relationship between human and the world is not a cognitive relationship
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in the first place, but a structural relationship of existence; the phenomenal world is not a pure
existence but a “senseful world”. Did the “original sense” he stressed when he developed the terms

» o«

of “structure”, “order”, and “perception” transcend the framework of the traditional subject-object
dualism? In “The Structure of Behavior”, Merleau Ponty reveals that the foundation of sense is
neither pure externality, nor absolute consciousness or spiritual through his unique dimension of
“structure”. The in-depth analysis of the concept of “original sense”, along with its corresponding
“gestalt whole” and “priori-reality structure”, will help human beings to clarify the existing mean-
ing order of self-life and thus open the door to the possibility of other life orders. It will also pro-
vide some illumination for better understanding the bond between human beings and nature.
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