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Abstract

Over the past decade, with the increase of international trade disputes and the resurgence of trade
protectionism, the national security exception clause of Article 21 of the “General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade” 1994 (GATT) has increasingly been invoked by WTO members for implement-
ing unilateral measures. This article grants members the right to self-judge in taking measures to
safeguard their essential security interests under specific circumstances, albeit with considerable
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uncertainty. In the panel report of “Russia—Measures Concerning Traffic in Transit” (DS512) pub-
lished in 2019, for the first time of the WTO panel, relatively clarifying the justiciability of the clause
and the review of the panel. However, these explanations remain insufficient, resulting in an im-
balance in the application of the national security exception clause. At present, it is a considera-
tion worthy direction to explore multiple dispute settlement mechanisms while maintaining a high
degree of restraint among members.
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1. SRR

“ExRz4e” HTHESERXFPEEEANT 3 HANERR, EERCRT — BT E LR AL
HT e HALTT RO KBNFE, (CFESR 5 EPE) (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade,
“GATT”)T 1947 £ 10 A 30 HZEIHTH4E 1 A 1 HAER. FEiZhE T, AT BEHR. b 5 a2,
S 70 R 9 — 5 43 1 [ SRR i ke AR B bp s AR S it o ARE R B 22 4 . T R AU IE AR 22 R 26 |,
GATT #lE T R TEF =2 FANIEE 21 %.

BYEAR 2 JE 1) 70 FERS TR, B O3 7 57 5 i H 3% 512 20K IR BN T Lo [ 5% 4l 0 2 ik LE
FIE b (P RSORA P ANAS A e 1 A A5 B 5 7 0% SRR 9% 5] B 2 S B ORRr P R s il o T 1) 5% 2 A4 A1 5%
AAFRIE GATT i “BrFihE” '

SR1MT, 75 WTO e gL e = fE ML URHLA B R E 3 i 2 B 5t R, BRES AL Gl
A AR E R BRI B A T . B 2016 £ “RP NS HE RS (DSS12)0F4h, ExR%
BN BAITAE 5|, Z IG5 “BIBCRE 1 RS B ARIE R 7 (DS516). “FEEMEE =i ZE” (DS544.
547, 548, 550, 551. 552, 554. 556, 564). “VPRFBTHAAFIRFARI ISR ” (DS567).  “REE/K
XF BT IR B 33E 1 SR 5 7 (DS576)  “ H A M E [ 3k 11 7= i I RS i %8 7 (DS590) 36 [El Ji 7= Hh
PRICHE i ” (DS597).  “ e[ Fhbby SR Al ™= 5 RAH R IR S AR S (DS615)%64% . HT “ik%
WrgfRHR R o CYHREBTRAA RIS BUR A R . MR M SEE AR D
R MERACEIER T 5 KAMRE . XL GRS 0T E K 2 A 70 53K B o] Pk il R 5K
W RNE R BRI T LA B, (AT “ExRes” WEMAE. BFZe6&ZThT “EiFRERTH
SREIL MARRE E K EA PR R B T AT A AEAS /N Gl TERIHE LR 5 TE 3T, X GATT
TR A %R Bt HH IRAE WTO G a5, WTO b ffE AL X [ 55 22 445 o 2%k p |
FK BRI E B 57 55 il ) 2 1 -1 S A9 0 o 2L

2. GATT ERZ 2 HI9M I SB S22k
2.1. BHAERZ 2 HIMRI AT 1% e B
16 GATT IR, ZA WIS — B AR E R “HREK” [1]. GATT BL5F R A A% 2 E

'Panel Report, China-rare Earths, paras. 7.12, 7.398, 7.404.
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X 51 22 A (A 8RR B it A £ AW A, BIAS B ml

FHIFRUCNE 21 AT GATT HARFIAME, BNV WTO Bt B O BIAMATER 2]
E 1986 4 Je B YT 1 56 T4 1956 4 FON B — %, EFRZEF A Pt A3 73X — W 1. *FCN
Bl V55258 R« B MR AR AR 22 R 7 o C EBRERBEAA, GATT 5 21 &S
25 1G5 I E IR HE (I FE T 55 21 200 “JLU0NT Rik). ¢

XFRT GATT 28 21 Z 19 UM "I RU7E T 58 B398 GATT B ot A WTO J& i 7 Frd 52,
FLE 1949 48, KRR AW BFE IRt a5 T —TE 8, B RN E KA AUE 5 A 24 R
R R EE T .

2.2. RHERZ MM RERENER

FIIAFAESCHF GATT 27 21 25 il RME BB WL A, 56 21 S WIS B AR — 7 20 1 489 B
MIBEA 22 MR, —J7 2N T 2T BRI B 5 i WAR S 21 SRR FHE R O A %€ X
B HE A H 2T R BRI ITAIAR € . IXAE 1975 R0 “En RS ththaeE B MLBURR 22414k
SRk H TR 7 40 3 0 Al B B ok R ) ot 5K B oL AT ORI R R RS B
PRk 2 () SCRF . O PEACA T BB nt b, 5B — BRI I BRAE T LR X 38 21 2R ik
TR ]2 ARV P o A A A9 21 5% b 2 idi TP A Al B E B o 38 b i Al 5 S ol
TR I R b A S A N4 ) WTO & X 38 i SR AT 20 WL L e 3]

23. “BIMZRAREIERR" REERH

7E 2019 4, WTO KAii ¥ KT 5 21 s 2 A BIAh e akiE - R R4k, B AR 2 iis i R ) 15
Mige” (JaRR “DS512 587 YA o %R o & K AIXT GATT 55 21 2 B 5 2 4245 S 1 ] e il BUAN
VR AT [ ) R R AR S5 B B A P A T ORI IO, SRR YDA AR R R RO i
K7 (R “DS567 7 )y “SREJFEFHFRILHE IR (G “DS597 57 ) “ S A iR #itE—
EREE EAE S EFH S | DS512 G4 AU [ 5 22 5] A1 % sk i S8 25 AR

FEH 21 2k AT HAE MR L, DS512 A& FKAD N HINA A E 55 B (inherent jurisdiction), X FEAL
IR TVEBEA G0 TR ANIRRE AT AR COCT Frim i RN FIFE 7 1% ) (The Dispute Settlement
Understanding of the Rules and Procedures, “DSU”)# 1 2558 1 ZHE, DSU BIFUAFIFE 7 o] i& H 1 5% 1
FIT A B8 % 1 R 4 v g e R E 2% R 51R M4 'DSU 8 1 2658 2 O 1 IR RN 575 177 v 7 3
YR 30 R B R U £ 430 2% SR (B B 2SR AE IR 3 2 vy P ARAE DSU 58 7 4658 1 3K, 58 2 JK e, &%
SHL ARGt 22 T PR R 5| AATARTRR 2 B R Ak O IR TR 51 1Y) GATT 58 21 ZAFE T 1
MAEM S 2 o, BRRTRCY/E L KA E N . J5 58— R 5 R4 B KA S B ERIE 7 X
M AL

FER F AR E AU L, 2GR SR 3 O A BOR 52 1500 2 2 A B b S sk Sk
Tt 2 A REAT 2 WL A AT, O TR HR A Tt 5 A7 B 2 T A 28 I T R B s, BRI AT & “ A8
A B R oG 2R o AR A B S O I — LA . B T AT, B RAL 21 K58 2 SR
*Military and Paramilitary Activities (Nicar. v. U.S.), 1986, 1.C.J. 14, 22, (June 27).
3Military and Paramilitary Activities (Nicar. v. U.S.), 1986, L.C.J. 14, 22, (June 27). para.116.

“Military and Paramilitary Activities (Nicar. v. U.S.), 1986, L.C.J. 14, 22, (June 27). paras.116-117.
*GATT, Analytical Index: Guide to GATT Law and Practice. para.600.

®GATT Document 1/4254, paras.17-18.

'DSUL.L.

SpSUL.2.
°DSU7.1,7.2.
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T B F = A B R BRI R 2 8 T — M SR BB RS B bR . X UEE, X T “HEFRC R RER
SUBOL RO R BUR A AT EIBR O R R S SR 1 #e] DL T RPN

FERGIA M E AL L, DS512 Z24 G\ R vl X FERBUE TR “ A" o LK i) “H LEE” )
A HEHEENS LA “HEAR LR TR e, (RN “HARZ &R T2 E R
(10735 MR 2T o AT e PRI B DR B A 22 AR 2 7 5 SUI ) BREAR, TRA GIN T “# 3 L% " (obligation
of good faith), R[5 e LI H G 1 “HEARLZ AR 1 H HHEERUN 2 23 & 55 1R "

1E “HARZARZE” M CEPRRFREREN” RMREM L, DSS12 2A1 DS567 EEF4A KA
N, CHERARIRE” NN O E FKEARIRREA R A, RI— AN E SO MRS AT A E RSS2
St R R A P RI4ES . 1 CEIBR SRR BB N R N R B R R R oY, Bk
JRBSSENUINR, B E R SR R AR SRS . P TE DS597 b, SRR AR T E
JGEHG M TR IES . £ DS597 RREKAME T, TRAFRMAEN T2 2BRE, AnT T
FEETTLLE XA AR, st A1y B Z W AN E SR 25 AL N TR R 7 ik
TR . DN, ZRLT FUAMRFRRULT NG AR AR WA REEITH T A 0T

3. EIRREHISFRE ImkY 5K 5] 7
3.1. REFUIMERBZ LRSS EHI TR T

H RS, & B T 7 bR 5 5 e LA [ R S R R 55 As #e i e, AT SR B2 50 B el fb
THERSA SR E o KZHUN 5 5 Ve AR TE F Bk IX — H AR A5 2 B i A A 6 6] 5 R 2 2 ) R
1. wABIINEFRRASIEEAN T RPEN FEFR, SRR T “ATHEER R LR [4].

R A BIANEERIG Pl ” BENLAENLYEE SRS . B LI ) 2 7 B3 A i 25 i A 2 TR
FEfm R o b sl b 7 GATT B, 1986 4E (0 “ R nbnRyFEE” —% v, B3 E X FHERR
VPo B A AR 515 21 AT MG M, PE B ARETT GATT 28 21 Z&mix — 480 E “Jpdigz
VR” SRACEE . ESRVP R B A e 36 E R RO 3R T R B R FIZE, H TR E 2 R R ST
M A SE AW, PR IR VR RN B TR E ST 5 40 S il AT A Y R = TR X, Rk, P
o ARG WA T T 2. 78 “HIR W R URBRI A2 5l S 7 b, AR S 7E 1989 418
I — TR B E BR ARG T SR 20, VR ETA BOM BT A 5 4SO DRI F AT w8, (F T
ZEMVPE R, XS R b IR UOE B GATT 58 21 10— Pl k5 7.

1 WTO Bz Wb, fEEE SRS TEE “Ar/Rar - AiEZ%R” (Helms-Burton Act)ff]
riii(DS38) T, R M5 I 7F & SR ALK X2 G i AR O o R AT B B IA R T Ve 1 E <R IR
VS AN B G EE B S R 7 (DS188)'C tt, WTO FeifitfiR WL BUAREESZ T 8FE BT ST SR 4H 15
3R, BB Z AL 5 TR GO P R AL A, XA Z R R A RS AR .

FENTJLAER “R MM o, hEL BREZEHIE TR WTO Friffif LA HE 8 L R 4l
iR b, 20K 3% B ARk SRR 7= W IR DSBS e N IR B e, T ARTERR 5] GATT 28 21 &4
Bilah . SXAE B 1R REE H A B TR T4 5112 2% K 6 e FE ) 3 S

'%Panel Report, Russia-Measures Concerning Traffic in Transit, WT/DS512/R, para.7.132.

""Panel Report, Russia-Measures Concerning Traffic in Transit, WT/DS512/R, para.7.130.

Panel Report, Russia-Measures Concerning Traffic in Transit, WT/DS512/R, paras.7.73-7.76.

BPanel Report, United States-Origin Marketing Requirement, WT/DS597/R, para.7.359.

“United States-Trade Measures Affecting Nicaragua, 1/6053 (1986).

YEuropean Union-United States: Memorandum of Understanding Concerning the U.S. Helms-Burton Act and the U.S. Iran and Libya Sanc-
tions Act, Apr. 11, 1997, 361.L.M.529 (1997).

"®Nicaragua-Measures Affecting Imports from Honduras and Colombia, WT/DS188/2.
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3.2. YETRLHISMRRGE A P a5k s &

PRI RAFARE 2016 G2k, BEESRENERR 5 RS TN, 2G5k 2 xags 9t F
POREH . RAETE DS512 B R4 TA GATT 5 21 &M &ya BIEH TV e, ©
AP FRE AR T 2 A EE -

3.2.1. “BEREFIE" B9 K

FESEEEH,  “RALERN G CABORME MR “ S EZKZEMRIAM G o R L EA
B G A HERCOR RO, RS B B AE E N A RS, 0 E R 2 e Bt AR PLasr
ZANB, 2017 4 12 HREEBEAAM R (ER 2R PamiE T @ geisElR
747 o V2015 FRRE (EELAE) il T CORER AN, WS w AR B R 2 AR
%2017 FEFEIIT IR WHE— B W T BRE K 2 M. S NN E S R
WIS AR E Bt 2 HGE, BB T B RO R 2 .

HAE, @PFReft WTO KB IRMEVGE NI “ AR » EZUFE G, HA MR E
SGRRHIR TR T, # B RAAAERLH . 5o LRORIRE ROy E R 2 fas, $25] GATT % 21
FOHTE WTO SR BEIE A MEARE . B RAMMBEE BRI T B X R ME K AR H . /£ DS512 &
L BRYEN AR R MEHE RIEAK CEREN SR, AR AT 5 LK
Az A 21 20 B H BEER T D %, DUARHE WTO S5 H .

BT &u e d, EHABARE G SR N AR e 2 AN E R LT RE. P ARG A A S TEE
TAL M, MR E e, AUREEFHE LI, BEEMCKARE, XRZEFLAERREN ST
AR ML, FRAE R 5 2 4 rp i 2 AR

3.2.2. ERREFISMEROHEEEBFRENFETHENY

P2 K 2 B Ah SRk P S se e, T RABTRARO S, A7AE 2 B i LN 75 B 22 ) A 4R 51 st
BEAAERIRRE], ER T PR — A IR S, WTO A A OL T BERS KIS GATT 27 21
FRBUH N, SEHE—20, B E R WTO 4 S AL % S L) o B[R] )32 57 5 AT T »
R YA BRI BB 25 20 (R R E AT AN B 1

JEEAE DS512 S, LRAUEEE 21 2% b P “ I8 IIE TG R FRAA 2 1R 5305 SR Jt ) 6 22
PEIX 3891, FFHAER G A HEER “FAZ A" IAE LRI T “ERIEN” s &7
o BATRT S SEX AR AR E R DL SR A i @ RCR, LUAE JE B2 “ YRR S R iR AL
M5 MR RAMTERELR TIX R FIFEN T % XMEERRZ A BRI, ERXWIFRAEN %
XA AL o ORI 5 7 ) B BUE BRI 7). AERE SR, RIE WTO Je R RN IUA S rh L 52 4
XEFER 21 2R BB, R RAERIDURH S Jt (4 0 5 1k LA K B RS B A bR b 50 B 2 LA It ) 45 B A
FERLAT L ENE . BRI 2 F 2 e 1, AXOGE I PRAENES GRS “ B N7 [R5k
AR —FEI . “YEPRAEAR” B, FEASBEMARA R DR [ 53 22 S Bl A Sk R R A 3 P 1] L

"The White House: President of the United States: National Security Strategy of the United States of America, 2017.

%2015 4F (ERZAE) HEFHE: CEERLETENYBEMMEERZEN, UARZENTE, UBUARLENRAE, UAD
ARG, LER, b e i, DUREE R 22 e ki, g S OURE X 24, WRERZEER, EhERE
Rz AEK. 7

PN T AR A, WS A ReiiE S RRRA . KRR ARTET GATT 5 21 KMEHE, A2A%Eail—5nmi.
Z W EME:  (WTO %4 FISMNEaKi I Pk S R E R SE—— DM 4 2 S0y E 2 5, (ERRGFkE ) 2014 55 4
W PR (B RO IMEEBM R 5 FEER R ETEY , (dbikZE) 2017 458 6 #; Felicity Deane, “The WTO, the National
Security Exception and Climate Change”, 6 Carbon & Climate Law Review 149, (2012); Shin-yi Peng, “Cyber Security Threats and the
WTO National Security Exceptions”, 18 Journal of International Economic Law 449, (2015).
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4. BRREHIIFRBLERR

B 2001 FErPE “AME” BOR, PEELST ERRRES ST WTO BEPR5R SikH S5 A, —4
FasE BRI 2 30 52 5 Pt v R OR B R JE N BB o (B I 4 R 2 B A 2 o 254k 51 9 [
PRIIR, i FEl 75 B0 22 451 A 2% AT B 3 S50 SR A I 25 8 I X SR

4.1. B GEMIY AR R 4o B S bl R LY

AN R IR 51 RLRE B 5 T7 BT R B 5K 22 4 0 H R B e F B N T AR HE AR 22 AR5,
R 7 P AR — IS WTO TR 3 A SC55 1 il i it , LB R . X i 34 25471 WTO 1k
1 SR RN () S AlET, 3 R — B TR R R DR ZS o PP R B UE IR R AR 5 KEZ 8], Fris g
Wi B2 AN T . ki JLAE M O AN S AR SRS IR T, SEED LT ST R R T
B S RS S OCRE,  IXFR I (] DR R GBS i, X WTO 214 5 Gy kil b e A wr
HAK,

HEXF AT GATT 5 21 % b, BERER CIMABCE ) AR E 27 nlAE < PRI 2 21 4
(I8R5 GATT 56 21 50 LA BISNRETE “APhE FATALE 7 2 W, BICar4g, i I et
KXEWAT N, WTO BRAAFRE] GATT 5 21 %6, HHELEIIAN WTO BT T RS L5 IR
. XA G W B AR R B CE BAIAL WTO e 2 Mo sk, LA ER
T RER B P I T I LS5 4E 5] 2 A 5% K o

TERE B E W . EEAMR R A R, ERHE I BOE T B A S KR
51 GATT 5 20 % —MBIAMAME , B #3216 FKAR FURHUA RIS RE . 20 X T 45 e 2 15
AT DAE#EIE FH ) GATT 28 21 5 AAFEVEE LRI E M. BRIbZ Ah, ST 5K AM LRIUATE BiR R
MR FEAR X 7> GATT 5 20 2RI 21 2%, M2 RARTT I8 GATT S CUUE PR INE R, HE ARk
TEFZG] GATT 2 21 WAl Reib 2 KA X P NS, AW A UATERR b, 7R RUGE 15 158 253K,
o EA A R REBON E N ANRERR I] GATT 28 21 2%[5].

ML BT, fERAHET] GATT 55 21 Ml b, w0 B R o wl FOEE S B, 4EREIEA 1)
P . 7E GATT 25 21 263& FVE Bl MG A IR B 00 T, 38 S i R8s L B W

XFMBEFEAEEI AN, FS b, KRR HIERZ WTO M Z M CRAT. £ “EEMNE™ M
R, E S G 7 A IR R R K 3 [ (W OGBS i R T RS e, R =g T
G5 21 S K2 2o kK. FTLAE H, 2 H0n 5 75 B8 A B2 [ 5K 22 A ) 1 5% sk AE I P O DR FE—
SEMIBITE, ATRER TN TR R TR RATEH O & 1 K B 5 2 41 RN H L

4.2. FRLTHFIRMERILE

WTO RSLUAK,  (O&T- G AR PP IR i) 25 1 4 i i DR HLAA (DSB) 2K 47 57 s B 5 i i
WALHIE BORFEAT, X2 WTO M— 08, W Grm a3 a . S 5m R AR, 1E5 Y
FOAER . ARG, BFA ARSI E XYL, BERAN TSI TE . DSB IS H %
VRN, SZHE G O AR A IRIE I VR B SR B YRR A R & IR
Z Hitt 30 HP 1 DSB i, it (R 5 N i 2mi e R, Gt s 7 M A&

BIX — MU 7EUT LA T IR B R st . 7E 2019 4F 12 A WTO SHgi4 1, LiFYLKA
0 g R SRR, R EBIIABGE B 5.1 Z43E5] GATT 4 20 43573 7 FURMUI SR, F BB RETIABGE B 5.1

LIRS T (WTO BrE) » 1 {WTO WhE) X A8 GATT 4 20 %6 fEHEEM BRI ZA P ERK L RBA, hEBIAE S
11.3 %k#%5] GATT 58 20 % H k15 ¥
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NI B FR R R SR E RO AR B, RN R . 245, BRI TEERE, X E#
FET W BRI FKAMRE T — N RANF IR LRk RV A LER GATT 3 21
FRFARATSE BN R, (HZETCRER, bR A 4543 2 S I b IR AE AR SRAR A — BEI [A) A 4E 4

BT GATT % 21 5680 S B K22 A R RTE , 3R 2R 22 J0 I 4 i il R 07 2o AR SR AE 1 s B7 2 R L 28 22 4
e B AT LUK JR PR 2 o 1 U LA 382 1K) 7 R A e e 0 o 4% B8 DSU BYMRE , XoF T e s 53 2 18] 57 2 3L
e — AT LRSI )75, 2'DSU BaR, VRIE M8 010 55 24 2 5 00 A0 A 1) R 1 i i — B R
PR FEIBTA W SOE O PIL. PIX A T M E R A, EWATEF GATT 25 21 4 halis
F M E PR 5 8 R AT BUR A . XBERIE T JRA WTO VEHEHER IR E, Heh & 9FTy
TREE T IRAI RN 8], 72 E K2 2R i AR & S ISR Z . XAETJLE WTO B 47 3h 4
WA T ENE. S, RS WTO BUER (2 J7Imm EJRfh#E2efF) (Multi-Party Interim Appeal
Arbitration Arrangement, “MPIA”), &R % WTO it fift v LT B 1 B BE B3k g . 2022 4E 7 H WTO
AATHY “ EH AR (DS583)2 5 — i WTO iRk, G307 #iHs DSU 2 25 265 2 3R
FEIR AN, 25E P37 U B B UR S A EEXT WTO ZRAME H AR R B 2 i WTO
Gy fR LR AN R B — 3R, X ECVERE DY B AT SR R — g .

Bk 7 RS RIP R LAAME 55— NI AT 5 TRl 2 VR, WTO ik 53 SR b e DUR 52 [ 5K 22 A b FR 148 o
XA [ R B At S5 L R AN MR i1 it PR S i e ) S 0T S e ] AR o o R AR R R X — SR B i it
MM OR B, DA SRR PR T € B SR ik DR AT B4 . 78 WTO Gramf L o, tirar
PARESE — NSRRI K 22 22 A x,  DARNIN DA 522 40 B B X I 57 2 A4 7 R Pk Ak 6]

SE 3k
[1] Alford, R.P. (2011) The Self-Judging WTO Security Excetion. Utah Law Review, 3, 697-759.

[2] Lindsay, P. (2003) The Ambiguity of GATT Article XXI: Subtle Success or Rampant Failture? Duke Law Journal, 52,
1277-1313.
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