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Abstract

This research analyzed three sets of declarative questions produced by 20 Chinese EFL learners.
Through a detailed comparison between the statements and declarative questions, the pitch pattern
of Chinese learners’ declarative questions was summarized as follows: first, Chinese learners realized
pitch accent of declarative questions in the same way as the statements; both of them used high (H*)
or falling (H*L) tone for statements. Second, Chinese learners used either rising or falling boundary
tones in declarative questions. The findings indicate a relationship between the mistakes made by the
learners and the wrong direction in English teaching lessons. Therefore, the oral English teaching
needs to be improved immediately.
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Table 1. SEN2’s declarative questions and statements
F 1. SEN2 HOBRIREE o) Al ANt RL PR )

GINE T GIERAEA
050 A: What happened? B: Mark left the socks on the fence.
090 A: Where did Mark leave the socks? B: Mark left the socks on the FENCE.
189 A: What did Mark leave on the fence? B: Mark left the SOCKS on the fence.
242 A: Who left the socks on the fence? B: MARK left the socks on the fence.
142 (ask What happened) Mark left the socks on the fence?
360 (ask Who left the socks on the fence) MARK left the socks on the fence?
238 (ask What did Mark leave on the fence) Mark left the SOCKS on the fence?
181 (ask Where did Mark leave the socks) Mark left the socks on the FENCE?

SEN 1 Texas exports beef to Japan.
SEN 2 Mark left the socks on the fence.
SEN 3 The ship departed from France on Sunday.
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Figure 1. The average pitch contour of the declarative question and statement with focus at the sentences’ beginning
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Figure 2. The average pitch contour of the declarative question and statement with focus in the middle of the sentences
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Figure 3. The average pitch contour of the declarative question and statement with focus at the sentences’ end
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Figure 4. The pitch contour of native speakers’ declarative question and statement
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Figure 5. The average pitch contour of the statement with focus at different places
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Figure 6. The average pitch contour of the declarative question with focus at different places
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