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Abstract

Fillmore et al. (1988) point out that the more X, the more Y is a productive formal idiom; Cullicov-
er & Jackendoff (1999) argue that the more X, the more Y is a sui generic and cannot be analyzed
within the principle and parameter paradigm. This claim arouses the attention of researchers
from different linguistic fields. Based on previous studies, this paper considers the more X, the
more Y as a coordinate correlative construction with a topicalization construction in either clause.
It argues that the multiple features of the construction are the results of interaction between its
form and meaning.
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1. 5]

The more X, the more Y 4544 FRAE « EL G B A X ” (comparative correlative construction) [1] [2]8%“ Lt
BRI [The more X, the more Y &7 LU sy, (HIAT SEBRATEL, 5460 S8 IR A2 PR AN 43 ) 2 18] FR) 5%
e, PRI A St EL A 2 AN B 2347 . ] (comparative conditional construction) [3]. %A “the + Lt
BT 51N, W(la). AT CAE ML, KizRFRA cC MR, E—a2Hk Cl,
BN C2,  “the-ELAgL” A the-XP.

(1) a. The more you eat, the less you want.

ik

b. If you eat more, you will correspondingly want less.

Fillmore et al. [4]45 i CC & —MRE~HIE b 2118 . Cullicover & Jackendoff [11%f CC £5#ft T L%
EMFHELE, ANER D “MBE %" (sui generis) ALK, AR RIS ERIEIE AT 0. 1t
JG, VFZZFEHMANT X T CC 4itiywtst, FE den Dikken [2]55F MAE BiE 2 M BEBEAT (R 78 A1
McCawley [3]55 M\ HPSG THE M FEHATHI 08 . MM FE# A 7%F CC S5 3B 0 RRAE (MRS, {HX CC
T 2 RHAE T 130 3408 Dy AT s sk 2 A 3501 23 o

AR RIEERU R, 8 CC B2 — My, IR HARHER Hog SO — MBI, &
XRHL HBS iR U “IREE - iR, SR PR CC MV 2R IEAT S FR 2R X
Z AN AH BAE A G

2. XaksEd
2.1, —MEHRB RSN

CC WA BIFFIRNEAE T B BEA £ NE A FRHIE X B A F151 6] BAHRFE, 1 H & AN 4 7] 5 38 18 A)
EE A 2 A E Ak,

T, CC EARMMEMNESAREHME, Hrh C1ZME), C2 ZE4][1] [5] [6]. X EFeRIMIE C1
FIC21E B L EAFTE AR FR, CLA A, C2 g 5, n(La) vl LA ALY #E % 9 (1b) - Cullicover & Jackendoff
[11%) C1 F1 C2 (N2 kS, 25 R#CHF C1. C2 BIMA) - EAJFFE

Hk, CcC HAMMBKIFFI AL, 5 P B ENARHEAE T G . RIME=ATH. H—,
EER b, Cl. C2PAT—3, #sEH the-XP 5l R AN . =, C1. C2 HAM™MIY, Cl
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WKL ZVE T C2 Wi, ABER T NE & AR B ROUEIBY , A R e 7 SRR ALE, T
GRS T FH RSN, A BRI R, (BRI ERS RN

(2) a. The more Mary looked at it, the angrier she got.

# b. The angrier Mary got, the more she looked at the picture.

H=1 WA A BA R IR, A AR S8 R #] LAREL, CL s S UM 2238
HiR, T Hr R EIEN. C1 I PRy H e SO M Ja A i e A

(3) a. This is the sort of problem whichi the sooner you solve ti, the more easily you’ll satisfy the folks up
at corporate headquarters. (A C1 FH2HR)

b. The folks up at the corporate headquarters are the sort of people whoi the sooner you solve this problem,
the more easily you’ll satisfy ti. (M. C2 FF$ZHR)

=, CC a7 )8 A UM B BRI BRI ME . CC BN 73 AU AR LA the-XP JF4h . X
KA TR, — 72 the 5 XP KR, the &g jetinl, i the NP £ HAT E G & X, 1 more ¢
less S HE B LLEUE I, BE B AEEBEAAHEN, the 5 XP ZAMAZAEE LR

fErA)J2 T, the-XP Ji5 [ su VA — /N B that 7% 30 HH B 23 £7[1:546] [4:508], 14r(4a), den Dikken [2]
WX that Z5HAL R R MNA], (HXME R MG SR BB, ans i B RERS I that HIRGLA TR,
HAR [T BRA A fo v H B A ) 5 4R, 4i(4b) [8]

(4) a. The more (that)you eat, the less (that)you want.

b.* The more to whom you talk, the more problem into which you get.

[, CC #xar ) i) R Bhia /e R L L T /T LA 45 0% (5a) [5], HBAERFENE I T, the-XP J5 I
ANEJHRAT LA IS, TG 30 CC 4544 (5b).

(5) a. The higher the stakes, the lower his expectations.

b. The earlier, the better.

i BNk, CCMyNAERE A b3 T2 INGE R AT S50 AU RUE R, & B 70 B AR AR 22 ke
I Cullicover & Jackendoff [1:567] H#4iX#f CC &5taFR N “ HEL—#&” BS54, AGeH R WS HE S 47
B
2.2. MMAENSHAR

A BOEVE IR TS T 5o HERGEVEIF A RIENER CC 2 —A> “Z b RIFH” (well-behaved)
BPEAER, AL R S EOR 7V EREAT 43 b o X — 7 T A 95 3 EEAL 45 den Dikken [2], Iwasaki & Radford
[8]. lwasaki [9] [10]%.

XA T A FE FRFAE R AR AE R — A 1P HEZR Rt CC G5 MBI 7T, (EAIF 78 35 %o LAk (] RBUAL 4%
%5, i den Dikken [2]42 CC 25 B 1Ef2— A~ B H O A IR AE & TR D% 3 M ARG F i) HR O ) i 1
Iwasaki & Radford [S]HEHEANG) T MY THREFEST FP, C1 A7 T FP AREIEAIE, C2 78 FP #MEALE ; lwasaki
[9] [10]3A CC dite —ANFad T Rahid sl /heg, Hr C1fEA)FHEFIE, C2 J&T VP HIFMELL
H.

Hr, % CC 4ra) M L HAE 31 . den Dikken [213AH C1l £ —ANMGHAE X H) FIIS: RN
(relative clause), lwasaki & Radford [8]. Iwasaki [9] [10]3" C1. C2 2 HIFE A the-XP 43 B G 8/ £ s
TR, the-XP & 156 /£ s 7y, the RSB T

WHFEEHE CC 43 ) IA R 56 F M AJ BT /A5 R 2540 (A0, BEEH CC 434 [ SHAARB 1 PR AN 75 THT FRIRFAE
W, W CC Al RXANA, NTALZRIBAZHRE? M RENHEEEELIEE MR,
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BIRK AWML E A RR? ZAEFRATRNRT T

Mtk BE, AERGEREIE—A IP 5L CP MAESL )X T CC MM RE, B0k C1. C2 M EMK
R, B CL EERAFEIEEFIE, (H] 82X S HuEH 2 T CC MM I TIVERAE, 52 TCIEMR
BE CL. C2 XF B $ B AH R0 R EE,  ELAR AR A A 2 BRI [1]

HPSG EVEMI v J7 % . HPSG 18 EMF 7T & U McCawley [3]. Borsley [11] [12]. Kim [6]%54fX CC B 1E
e NEIRMNEIIRSEM, RN A i S50 50 R IE 51 S5 MR L .

Borsley [11]7E# 4k L4t CC BAEZ— N EbR#E R Coaal- B INERE, C1 NG, C2 AHLik.
SR, the-XP J&— AN bR 7SI - A EVE, a1 the AIEAMUFAEIA TSI, 7 LB U85
MIbsGIEALE, BRI ARARUERFIE R VS T A — N B VER) that 2SR AT & BS I R Bhi . 765 A A)idgh
IR & b, CC MY if-then Z&{HA)SEEBEAIMI A Z R ENEA N B S RER BARS, HILFEFE
AE DU 2k St T B JE G ) (correlative-cl) T PR il o

Kim [6]7E%4A B4 CC B —AHid - FiBME, C2 &)k, CL &z friid i,
CC WA/ LA the-XP AH LB [ A0 - *MEAEIE . MR BEHF CC 45HPRIL, Kim A
the AT (/M) B nlde s S HAMRCR L, & CC MRk AR T 444540 15 151 45 #4 v 1 9k
SERER IR IE -

M HPSG &% A B I A3 i T CC M= AN T &R, JLHEXT T CC 45k 5 HAh
FIREE R 2 8] )55 2 A0 T BORTR N IIATE, (B HPSG 181k 35 B0 2 W A)VE R TS 1E N T HEAT 13 5 AN
b, LR AR DL “BE 7 BT GATIY, ikt CC M Rahia T g g, FLEHBL ObATF
X7 CC SRSB4 @ “JEAriE” (nonstandard)sl, “ Ak~ (optional) b2 Ll “HiE” BT
AT, T FEOX R “AEbRAE” B TR MIRE NN R, FTa @I~z .

341, HPSG 1EVERT TNy CC I GEA 2 HE S5 H RN FI 500 I HRAE , (HERATT R IR — Lt Atk
A B 35 FIHRFE, (5 CC ) xUHH LA A R ZE 5 X T the 5 XP AR LA UL AL I & HPSG
BRI A G R R R

X ] AR TR B RATIA A EXT CC 450 KA IER AT R o . A SOH 1 Ja 4 A M BV E 1 R
[13]48H CC & — Bl MR, AR5 M HAFAE WA RN A FE R FF o #r .

3. FHEIERER

Fillmore et al. [4]3\ 4 the more X, the more Y & —AMFEERIFT . TG T 20 HE RN H O SCRIE & X
I —MERAL ST . A SCHEYE Goldeberg [13]HIi8 1A # CC #—3 & U — M.

Goldberg [13]4f FH30H5E S “C &—AMa, M HAY C —ME(F) R (S g &4,
T HL TR 2R SRR ART 7 THI 8 A i 56 4 XA 2 2 B 7 B HAt A 4 b 3 20 Tt o FRATTAT
TR 23 BT 26 B CC 4546 22 77 T M EL b 98 (R L 5. 45 4 Goldberg 5 T H R & o 4 CC My =1 FARHFAE,
BATH P e SO IR BT, AR EATHE N 97 &t cC MRIEAEEA Foh I
gER, B FaR s ) R CERAA SRR RS, R WL R E B4 A ERE DA the-XP HiE
RRIE B RE « FRATAE R ST iR 1, CC R 2 4 A0 51X = AN J7 T I AH BLVE A %

3.1. R LEYH TG

WA G RFEZEA, A —LIfp) a2 64 and. but. or ZEEREIRBHTIER:, A ST HIIEA SR TR LE
B BRSNS PN I B RSB, Fillmore et al. [4]F8 2N juxtaposition (3141, 3 &), Cullicover
& Jackendoff [1]# Ky parataxis (F-%1]. =A).
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F%F CC W I HI 45 MIH-E, BF9T % Fillmore et al. [4]. Cullicover & Jackendoff [1]. Kim [6] C.£ %}
B BB AR P RAEM 7B IS I 2.1). Bk 4, Quirk et al. [14]1) 4> BTt AT Loy CC #45X
PIFHEBRF 25 T 58 2 (1S RF, Quirk et al. 7EF8 H IS M B G YE ST HERHIE 2 Ja, #E— P4t 517
FIEERAT, BSRARY, BEOSCHEERR, IXMURR KR ZS 25 A8 > 40 5] IR0 N R T BB P (R R I 56
%, n(6a) 7 i) my paintings 5 my sculpture. admire 5 dislike; (6b)7 A New York F1 Los Angeles. hot and
humid A1 cold and dry %5, AMOBALEE, fdr B SRS R+ 73 855 o IX P RSSO0 R OC RIRES & 3
BOE LU ANERTRE[14], TR RO A1 il AL S5 44

(6) a. My paintings they admire, my sculptures they dislike.

b. In New York it is hot and humid, in Los Angeles it is cold and dry.

EEAUR I, CC MU PR 73 1) 8] [FRE AT BN P4 1~ AT X Rk &R, AL - A4S 7360 ) 8 1)
the-XP ELFEXT B, 44N 73 F) 1 o4 50 43 16 s 73 AN 23 1 B BT B0 1) — 20, (La) 1117 you eat 15 you want
PR, (2a)7 1) Mary looked at it 15 she got X5, (5a) 1) the stakes 55 his expectations Xf .. CC 434] /]
FRFAT 1 0 2 G 2R A2 AR A 485 ) B VR AR AR T B FE B[R]

3.2. BX BRI RER

XA SFAVERBRR I X Frid BN Y rid B 2 AR S R . Back [15]. KEF[16]H#X
il ok £ X 3 A Ehas P (dynamicity) 5 & 14 P (directionality) . SIS TERTE X 5 Y 2 8] 52 AN i 8L () i o
FEBOG R, T —MEMBE), B X &R EMZIER AN, Y ERZIE R AR AR, ti(la)
o CHERIET AR, “TRER” MR, (a)t “RATIZEZ A7 5 ARAESRIRE” BUE
oo ERMEESR X 20 B kE Y EZIERARL, mEaEk, X 2%, Y 2HEAZE. 1(7)
ATDABRAR A “RABNIRBERERE” Yo “ BT ARFERE” o Fillmore et al. [4]tH KK (8) 12 A “AR TAER)
O R RE IR TARE L KR LR EINES” .

(7) The warmer it is, the busier the bees.

(8) The more carefully you do your work, the easier it will get.

K, CC RPN ) B 20T B ™ AR S IR A, I8 B BREHTE ORHE, XA Xk
fIocictE, BE/E CCMaUH H BRAE, 2 i OB AR AR TP ) S

BT CC W= Im) B F14 i 5 26 1 5Bk, Kim [6]%F CC MNE it 4k & 7 MNE &R 2 %14
RN F G 2 R A R R AR A VRS, I 1.

Big, WRRER CC RIkAK | IFMAIMIFBAIHIRHE, EAZ LIRS 54— e R ke . 8
— b F M AR R SR RRAE, (HS CC AR ZE R . (). (10).

(9) Love me, love my dog.

(10) The more you eat, the less you want.

MR TR EEO IR, B ERARMERR, EH NG LR RAIRKZER, Q)8 T

ENEEA FFFiA

7

RRA KA BERHFSIE REGFIIA

~No_—

B SR B

Figure 1. The relationship between CC, the subordinate clause and the coordinate clause

El 1. CCHEMEENEAARATIERZERIX R
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Eif, PIFPIRR AN OR B R RIIIEIE AR 2>, T (A0) 2 the-XP Aoz F- 73 5] 6) B FRBRE5HE o 3 B
ZEANB R EIHE T CC M sRER kK 1 26 AF AR F A BB - R, € RS 7 A) h A — e i s

3.3. CC S AHYERL LA

TR PR AE B) 7 2N T8 2 AT AL B A — A5 8 b B3R A A I R A4 ] A 7S R A T
[17]. #R¥% Chafe [18]. Li & Thompson [19]. Prince [20] [21]. George & Michaelis [22]%%, iERILEE A
U S5 K 5 T R AE

1) TERRE R A B A S R Ry . BA(L1a) e, HeAr i) Beans ) TR E 5 T H BAER) T
FESRIALE, [F S AT AL t AHEC R . ARG IS LT, beans tHILAE t f1E, H)TRIEA
He likes beans.

2) W AR CRE . A EERHE . Pra AR E I IR E S, e e
ZRFINEME R, YR AR R A R . i Tl il U N B LSO —
7B R SRR A e P . Wi(1Lb) ) beans 1 peas il A A2 A2 A2 B XU #1S H1TE 1) P4 25

3) A AL S — AN WUEE s A, g X L AR AR, )T AR e — N AR AL E,
U(11c) i) BEANS Al LIKES 57 5 tH BUAE X M & .

(11) a. Beans he likes t.

b. —What does Tom like? Beans or peas.

—Beans he likes, but peas he hates.

c. BEANS he LIKES.

X HEIX BERAAE, 7] LLIN Y CC # A - Al e 1i AL S5 4 . — 7T, A1) 1 R Y LU 43 the-XP
FEFEZHT, MRS E, W(12a). 571, 78418 the-XP itk K (3 S HT /& 5 STy
WA —0, BA—eRERCamEmahett, w(2b)4 1) the more [1)5¢ %K 1A 2 the more sugar,
FERIC AR RS 7> =, CC Ayt @XUEE R4, the-XP 7EXT LA ML &, 5)iA] eat Al be I
FEERFE AL E .

(12) a. The more you eat, ...

b. You should eat less sugar. The more you eat, the fatter you will be.

CC 7t HE @A TE MG LL, WIEAFEAE —EAR AL, FEEBAE=AT7H . —J7H, Hil e a)
AR DL TR B, 5 CC 36 HBE H ILAE S WIS CC /- A IR s gty b e oy —J7 i, iE
T ) I R oy B e A S tE S PR, 1 the-XP FrRiA%s B c ik, (H3A — & WA €
Mo #Aa)TEYL, XNEERAAERIER, HEAREBRNIA—E. F=, ElEFEa) LA E A
S PB4y, 1 CC AR A5 the more, the better 25 “J6ATat” M. CC Y3 Lo 4
WA 4G CC TR A S ik = U | 2k R A Re g /R il A v W .

4. CC WX ROBNE B [H T2
4.1. HEERAR ST EREL

LB TR AL 2 48 CC PN 0] HPoAH HL R IR B B 7> the-XP Az 4™ &2, AT R 73 )16 R
BEM 4 33 CC MBS, X —dRAFEEE RN R WS “ B « Wl R R
A “SeArl” CC MRS 2 AN Ti 1

1) BB BN . T T BA)FE A sl 9 (13) AT 1

(13) a. If you eat more, you want less.
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b. The more you eat, the less you want.

R AERRIE T ART . CIZIE” M CTEER” ZEPXRR. X KRZRRNE 2.

ANFEBLT , PIAS 73 B BT & A 1% By 18] 8 2% 3R T A AN J5 TS [RD A . 43l A BL “4R”
R, R R R EA RN IR R RAARRT, S R (13a), T Bl R
KRS, WAEE RN IR AR 87 ZRKEKRE, AR RaR B KRt
SHEANFI YR AR P BOV RN E, KAE “B” Briis ik, BTN & S EA BRI B3 e 2
#y, EN(13b)AIER.

2) HFERARPE R O TR o WE MR A B, EAME REETRE A BT
Fris B b, 1 like beans 71 1] beans. i Y AL A1 R 3RAG X LR A, AR 2 ) HOE L — S AR
A . H1T CC MG A MM HF the-XP 706), R4 EAL G KB A) Tt & MW Y
B PN IR )RS

(14) The MORE you EAT, the LESS you WANT.

HXAIRAE CC M, RARANDA) PR 1 “THR” ARG 2 1 L 3 5 i
A58 CC M 4= . HIFHE, & the-XP B TYEAR S AIIE AL, AN 4> A H ) the-XP 2 [H]
B EA AR RINE, 55 AN A Y the-XP Rk i “ &7 S the-XP 1) “Hf” g, XK
B VEIX {545 the more X the more Y X — XM 22 8] FA) 5% 28 RES TR #5 /N R AR Ef 1) 5 BR T 345 B8 553 1) 5K
£, BONEEAS CC Gk R T _EIER AN 3 7) 228 R ALy, IR 1 484 2 T b A 5% s

3) UM IR F . BEA the-XP HUMIALAEREAS CC b “THR” , A7) o i A Rl 73 55 S48
FARTBRAR, %70 ) o3 1818 SR R 2 AR, B 705 H U A 4 (1) i - i ] 5% SRk 9 RAEL o
DA - EIE T SRR, (R S TR L AR 5 MO RGN — MR LR RN RIS R . 18, CC
Iy A) IR R A AR M RURFAE A5 BUMRRE . ol XS 5 RN E) I AN AR 1) 0 2R AN DTS B AR A R
T2 A9 o 3 SCAEAN [ J2 T R 2R A T S M2 A AR AR A i —Ff “llmist 7 4528, PR CC 7 A) B B B AR
I AL RAR R R ED N o 2 B2 R

O H T R0 S T ) 0 ) g i SR AR A a5 1L B2 B

FoAr 201 R if S AR R 3 i KA AR AN P AS N TEHE 73 33 373 i then 26415 Je 3 A,
ANFETEAE N BP0 2 B AR S TR AR 70 B N 3 IR SO 3R - AR B R R B> 0 B0 1) AR AR R
PR B 22 [8) ()3 S s AN 73 B 2 TR ) SRR, /NFETEHE Z [A] (R 237 N R) 5 ER) 2 AR 3R

YOU YOU

EAT MORE WNAT LESS

Figure 2. The relationship between you, the mount you eat and the mount you need
B2 “RIZ” . “IZHE” . “FEE’ ZEXFE

O—0ON10-0

you eat more you want less

Schema 1. The schematic representation of If you eat more, you want less

B 1 “MRRZHES, RERNRELS” MERXRE
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O—Of0-O

the more you eat the less you want

Schema 2. The schematic representation of The more you eat, the less you need

Es 2. “RIZOMS, FEMBLD” OEXFIE

P 2 2R IR 3O T8 A B 73 5 SRS o 23 5D the-XP #73 H1 756 [ g S I
HAEH OB R AN R, IR TS o PSR B 2 18] AR 3432 R i 2 37 A RG] 9 5%
ko oAt plior 7270 G O AR S BEA 224, (H TP the-XP R 38K Z BT G, T4 7> Y
ML RAR S IG5, AL, FHEZ A RN

4.2. AEIANEEEEIHFF CC IR

TR E R 2 T ) o S AR RE A AR AN SR YO0 T 23 0 b R B 1] 2 0 ) R B R 0 A A I 1
o

W5, FB)iA be ARMAGE @ IFE RS, HFEEIRERE N 7 RoRA) T T - RIEEEHE -
VLRSS R R U A R T R, R B be 1R AR CC M SHH “HIgs” , &
BI04 T A A g [23], W(5a) ) C2 H11#) The higher the stakes, the lower his expectations /)45 >4) )
TP 45 0 1K) 53R 30 1] are.

FHBAELLE, MG AR ES T AR IR, AT AL C1HhRIE, M C2 i i gk
AR IS 2R R = SN (I (A5) ) it), XEERr GG AN, T R DR B 2 0] = SO SR ) the-XP
Bgy, TRe HIDEA R CC 45k, HERE AWK 3w,

(15) A: When shall | come here?

B: The earlier (you come), the better (it will be).

KIS 3 H it R 2 7 AR R D9t B vh C AN B2 R T i 2 e A R RIA I ER 7, X, AN
) 1) )k R R AR B T A the-XP il (8] FRIERE R 2R, 70 il FELINCREL A (B RS2 5 s i e R0

XFELLK, CC AL Bust AT AT (R BURL AR XA DY A7 T (M R -

1) FE—NEEEN, KBS ATERERE, Hh— P 8EEdkeE s —MEE.

2) FEEIESE T, AN TLORER I AR R OIS, RO 20 ) R R

3) PN BB 18] R SR A PR RIRATAT EAT] “ TR A AR OB ALy, 2 A HoR B840 1918
ML B 2 BEAG, oA B e B B -

4) FETE R IR RSN, BENUE T s fFE B — B I 55, B BLRR /> A W, HETT
FahiaEngel “OeFr " cC M.

43. =T EEid the 5 XP FILEIKR

CC I3 T — R E 2 431 the-XP B 15 H 58 ik 1] the 5 F 1K AN 8 5= SIS i T ORI X AN T
BCILG  ARSCIA IR 2 BT 106 R 2 SOR A 8 0 A3 B OGHAT TR I 25 2R o the-XP 408 15 #6113
AL E, TMikYE Chafe [18]. Li & Thompson [19]%%, & UAREARENI CAIME S @ R E, IXEL/EIE
SR SR PGB E b, O R R X — . RS HAR R S R, CATA
BRI K2 E SR NAR AL E, T ORI 58 MR AR AR 55 1R B a0 78 HE N A B N 4 52 3 U A
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Schema 3. The schematic representation of The more, the better

B3 ‘%, Wi WERXRIE

FRERIERI[13] [24], FHEIRAGEN B HA T E L. More 5 less A2 HE U/ BAREAIRE I ER
AHENE, AEENIPTRIE R IR “ &7 FA LA —MiE S, the-XP FrALiIE
RN B 20 XP AT i, AR “ &7 FAFAERRNNE, B LAy XP i the &1fi.
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