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Abstract

The language use of Dong families in Datong is characterized by obvious intergenerational differ-
ences. Taking the language use of three generations of Zhang Yuancan’s family as a case study, the
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article adopts an ethnography, using three dimensions: field notes, interview transcriptions and
archival tests, and finds that intergenerational differences are characterized by the following six
aspects: firstly, the change of the common language of the family from Kam language to Southwes-
tern Mandarin; secondly, a declining trend in multilingualism; thirdly, a declining trend in the lev-
el of mother tongue; fourthly, intergenerational differences in the order of language acquisition;
fifthly, intergenerational differences in the process of language acquisition; and sixthly, there is an
intergenerational break in the transmission of oral traditional literature in the form of language.
The reasons for this are related to changes in the language environment, the language used in
schools and the attitudes of multiple speakers.
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Table 1. Basic information on the three generations of Zhang Yuancan’s family
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Table 2. Family language use in three generations of Zhang Yuancan’s family
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Table 3. Multilingualism in three generations of Zhang Yuancan’s family
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Table 4. Language acquisition process of three generations of Zhang Yuancan’s family
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