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Abstract

In this paper, the written English corpus of Chinese learners (WECCL) is chosen as the corpus base
for the study, and the louvain corpus of native English essays (LOCNESS) is used as the reference
corpus for native speakers of English. This paper analyzes the characteristics and problems of
Chinese learners of English in terms of verb, adjective and preposition collocation and colligation
when using the noun ability. The results of the study show that there are some differences be-
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tween Chinese learners of English and native speakers in the use of the word collocation of ability,
Chinese learners of English are not as rich as native speakers of English in the collocations of verb
classes and adjectives, and there is a certain degree of misuse of the collocations of ability and
prepositions by Chinese learners of English.
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1. 5|8

VB R AR A —Fh DL SRR A ISR B R 78 0738, NIE S IR SO RE T — 2B B %, [FIR R
NABSIFFNE S F I IR ML T — Big R . ME M ENERIE R, )8 B R E R B S # 5T
TAVE AR SIS 5 TR TR AL T ST TR A . IR 2 3 R T OKE I S Rk 22 R )15
FPRCHERC 1] [2] [3] [4]0 20 g 90 FARHILAK, —Lezz3g 5] N TiBRLE, A HERHE A 1) B s
0t o ] v A AR 3 R R A SR BT AT T AL[S] [6] [7] [8]. ARIEIRHIEFETLH 7L 2 2L, M=
SORIE 5 LSRRI . RE S (collocation) & F§ —/MA TR A 115 5 — AR TAE — 2 1B 5%
S N IR F R B 28 &R [9]. BBk $%(colligation) &k TAEH &5 FIh R Kk, 50 &8s
ARSI SRR LB FA B — R %, R TNE A I R A T P B S M RHE SR 10 ST 4E
K, KT R EIEE S ) F R IR AT FOEE N LR TR 2 10, (R B TR ) Bk
MR 5E 7 1R A3 BR AP IR o BRI, FRATTAT 0 BRI 2 S iR, ) o [ 05 2 ) B 10 44 1l 5
e A0 I AT AT R, DB AR A AR ST S, BT IE S M. BT,
AL “ability” ABFFS R, LA E A SR AR TR R E (WECCL)fE A v [ 585 2 5] 5 W 7 iE R,
DA TE AR 1E 2 15 BHE (LOCNESS)E Ny S RRIE R, 0 Hp [ 98527 ) 254 FH 03131 A 1) 42 1) #5 e ) 8t 3
FFIRNIIWT T, 5 MAE SCH F FEXT 44 1] ability FO38 BC I 3254 @b
2. R
2.1. MERR

AR SR P xR S A S AR AL TR R A SRR IE ) SR, SRR E SR ) 5 DA
BN BB 1) AR AR R TCIE T BN IR 2 i, AT X o [ B3 27 20 3 5 DA SR Sy R 1) 22 2 TR
X AT R o AR SC A FE A LR AN 7]

1) FEGEE S > F AR ability B (A ECS 908 A RIS & £ H ability I (FEECH AR 2
Aot rmzER?

2) H[E A ) AR S 44 1] ability B SRR RN 998 A E 35 7248 4414 ability B 28 B A1
LRER? WEA A E R
2.2. WERIER

AT FEE L RUE A A [ A ) 3 R 2R T AE R PE (WECCL) Rl 9 15 AN JR 1515 L ZE (LOCNESS) o
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i A A 2 ST TR R (b B A AR TR DB IR R E SWECCL 2.0) 1T, HPrhE 45
TG RHE G5 N WECCL) [11]. ZiERHE 2 b s NEE KR E MBS E, 2
BN AN R [ 22 AR 0 B IE TR E . AR TIERER S 3880 W KA B/ A, it
1,255,347 ANEFF, A SO LASOR SN 32 o AR SC 9805 ARG 1E R R & PR AR E A SCE KL (The
Louvain Corpus of Native English Essays, %i5 A LOCNESS). ZiEkHEM SR E KPR KFAER
EIVOR SIS A . TR SCAHERE . AR % &, A SCiE#E ER A BB ML
SOCAAE AT SR, 3t 149,574 4.

2.3. MRF*®

A5 KWIC (key words in context)f 2 /71, fELL ability o8I, #5EE N-5/+5 BiE it
ATICR 2R . ASHE S0 K A WordSmith Tools 6.0 /E AR SC IR 7T TH, FFH Concord TfiE 2 5 5 17l
LA, [EIAEH Collocates T 41 tH R B 7E &M B _E BRG], SR FREAT N THkik /2K
3. MRGRS57h
3.1. Ability BFEEC IR EL 4

FAPRR AR B2 SCAR T A R AN B EE L EE B B, %%, 7E WordSmith Tools 6.0 iX 4
A, M WECCL #1 LOCNESS W/ fs FEHr, #4747 51 ability % A\ %] WECCL #1 LOCNESS ##/5 F£
W, IR SR (span) BoA—5/4+5, H 20 AN ARG IR 4% 8 B AR BORFERI (L FE 1),

Table 1. The top 20 collocation words of ability
%= 1. Ability 87 20 MEELIA

WECCL LOCNESS
F P -
FA 1T 1] SIES FA T 1] GRS
1 the 274 to 63
2 to 254 the 60
3 and 172 of 19
4 of 164 and 11
5 have 89 in 9
6 our 86 this 8
7 can 82 have 8
8 is 74 a 8
9 a 72 for 8
10 in 63 be 7
11 we 57 their 7
12 their 53 is 7
13 with 53 its 7
14 you 50 which 5
15 improve 50 as 5
16 your 46 not 5
17 for 43 people 4
18 they 38 his 4
19 more 37 children 4
20 also 35 will 4

»
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BRI, AR ability RIS T SAKIEILIA, SRR, TR AR,
PRSI . T E R S R, RIS RC A e S R, R IE R EEA LR
=F BRI AL RE T, TR AN R R D, A1 iE R AL R R

G, AW 7T B NER, TR0 =ANT5 T, %4410 ability FIFEECEEAT R LG 8T R FH 5
BLEEy WECCL HI LOCNESS. WECCL fRFEH [H 55157 > %, LOCNESS AR R R HEIBEAIRIEE . T
7] ability /£ WECCL H [ H B S AT O 549, i 7E LOCNESS H H 3L A% 128, [KA abilities /2 ability
IE B, BT LA SCHE ability A1 abilities B 1E /& — AN 285

3.1.1. Ability F9BHREELRAIXTLL S 4

1) ability f£ WECCL H [ &l i) #5 B i

£ WECCL ', 5 ability ¥ hCHI201A E 2 4H have, improve, develop, make, get, need, gain, show,
enhance, cultivate, master, test, strengthen, train, lose %5 15 . AR¥EE X KFCEEA 10 UL =2%:

O FRE XK HF 5 MR B A RIE X, 43772 develop, improve, enhance, cultivate,
strengthen. X 61 7E 7R H2 M B iR B — J7 I A RE 7 o

@ HEiE S 9 NG A A TP EIE L, BJ: have, make, get, need, gain, show, master,
test, train. IXE6TA] R RHHA BUE TR LM RE

@ THRIE X LA 1A ability #8% TIEARE X, B lose. 11 KRR 2R —TTHIKIRE

2) ability £E LOCNESS H [{) )i 44 Bt i

1E LOCNESS #, 5 ability ¥ HI2)17 3 EAH lose, lack, have, give, inhibit, involve, require, hinder,
discover, deny, state, advance % 12 1. HR#EIE CRBCE 1 ML =3k

O BRIE N 5 ability A ECR ZBECHRIIEA 2 4, Bl advance, improve. Z%IAR/N g HE— 7
[HI ¥ RE

@ MR 5 ability AR EEIAAILA 6 4, B have, give, involve, discover, state,
demonstrate. MiE| X F FRE, XEmEE Tk, #2EMA. KW, S TRE—J7Hn6Ee

@ THIE XK 5 ability MR ZE FEEC A LA 54, B lose, lack, inhibit, hinder, deny, Xt
] I L EB T IHARE X, Rk = s R i BELAS 57 1 1) #e

3) XL

MR M AT LUK, o [ B 2 3] AN B A E AR T ability I #4348 ] DA = RhiE X
KA FERC: FARAE e, A PETE SCRAIHARTE 8. (HANR 2 AbAE T v [ 918 27 =) AR/ A L
1 “lack” « “hinder” « “inhibit” Z ZEHTHRIE CRIFEEL I, (H2&7E LOCNESS HHix S35 i ia] Al ability
HA DRI e mr W, A B s 2 2] 3 AR AR Y RS SR Bl A FE I R DT TR AN B SR b,
B ERATLUE 1, o B D15 27 2] 38 Al ARG vE 28 0 1 [F] — 38 SR B 3R] ) F8 et A ORI AN . b,
Hh ] 1 2 AR AR RAE RS SR R HE LS b, IS EEHIZE A T improve Fil develop 1X I AMAE . fERIN
W VETE ORI BRI, A ISR A7 2] 3 i) T have B show KA ability #EATHEHC, 1M ARG & 5
i) state 3¢ demonstrate JKAN ability BHATHARL. SMH 2, — I, W ETEES ) # T BN ]
FORTHRE CHIFEECIAl, I lose, lack, hinder 55 534h—J7iHi, v [E 2% 2] 3% T DUINGR: 3] — L85 w5 2

¥AMCA, %0 demonstrate, hinder 5.
3.1.2. Ability IR B RHEEC IR EE 43 4

M T B 4407 ability FIJEAR I IR R 22id, 0 H R 2R tH I i 3 — MR AL B b, P
DA SCE KA AT AT ability £-5. +5. N — 1 SEAFME ERIERCAT M. Ji5h, a2, BE
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1] 5 44 18] I 2H A 07 20 o] DR Rh i S b Bt i 2% 2T 06 H P I R 1 3

£ WECCL ", HIIFE N -1 A8 ERREBLEA 1A important, good, spelling, speaking, enough,
living, thinking, personal, social, less, better, more, working, real, communicating, stronger, practical
&, Al ABAR LS

1) FREESIHIZSH]: spelling, speaking, living, thinking, social, working, real, communicating,
practical.

2) RINGESIHIFESZ: important, good, enough, less, better, more, stronger.

3) R/RBESIRIFTE: personal.

7£ LOCNESS H', HILE N — 1 A& FFEIC L4174 : mental, arithmetic, mixed, high, practical,
outstanding, greater, remarkable, better, peculiar &5,

TEIX PRANE AL Fh#R H B T 2597 6445 practical F1 better. A5 P/ANMEECIAIAA [A], X 156 BH o [ 9515 2%
> RN A TGS 2 AEAE A R 25 10 R L 7 AR E ORS¢ UL B DR, hESGHESY &
TERCR T AN R EEMZ AL, XWVFERIERA S A o, o IR 2 54k 32 U 2 IR 2 AR AR 0 DA
K, KUAATR Z g2 geik “ReJy/4ae” , WA REIH e SE 2. B4, HELESE
AR, R E R ) FAE R IR R IR AT AR LT T, SE 2R A AN ) “-ing” TR TR A
W, X—mRSEENEMRS, AR TRNBEZ ., WiCEMALERZMEG. 1ok, AL
RIE B R P E GRS R “real” . “enough” . “important” 25X 2547, 1M “real” . “enough” .
“important” SFTEA A “ability” HAEE I, MNIGEAWREE KU, &2 —MABRKNHER, Kb
. HEAERHE, “f)7 @F 5RIEFEMSEERERBER, i “ %67 o “RRAREE” 2
K. BRI, FEE A ) F AR S SRR Hp s B A SRRV, AR AT RESE B T RRE R ST R B e, Ak,
GEE 7 ) R B ) 2 R BRAE A ) R A R R B M R 3R . 2 ) B AERIBDOEM &4 &R
B, AR AT, A T AR R R RBII R . B, AR SRR N
TGRS, YD BEE SO RS R, T A Ik L TE

3.1.3. Ability B9/ iRHEELIAIXTLE 34
JEIE W% WECCL #1 LOCNESS H & 5147, v LAKIN ability FIA R FEHC1E 32 208 to A of. TEIRA

ST RIMTZIG, BE RN, R “HRIMER" I, FEARTRES — 824 ability F1AE 1 to do
HEHATFARC B 2 ability of A4 1AIBEITFAAC, LLU ability of man/young children. i A [E 9515 2 > F fE %
K FERER A AR, MHSEEARIEE, {FH “ability of doing” HIMIEEHTEL, W ability of learn-
ing/competing/reading o 1% fl 2 T 1 ARG 2 A1 o [ 91 2 ) F AR “ability of 7 X MEECH FIA R 2 At .
the ability of learning/competing/reading X ) 1A J7 7 B IR AN 2218 B HE A b 1) RIAE , H v [B 9835 27 =) 3 N
25 ) BRI ST AN RS (SR M (R IA TV, T SR BT B, Y X S R IA E A . AL,
thE AR ability to do 1 ability of Z5HIHIAAFE—E R R, WI7E ability to /& [HIFE3) 1A 1)

“-ing” &3, fl: the ability to footing/taking 55 LLKFE ability of J& #2015 AL, 1. ability of
arrange/overcome 2. XYL HYR A AR RIS £ to WERS ULVE N RSN ) “-ing” AT LA
FAER, BERWAFIGRE of J5H %A W B #H 2 440 . IXLEH R BONEEA M TRIER R, G HER
A] BE AR (R AR 2 ) v [ i 2 2] 4

3.2. Ability £ WECCL 1 LOCNESS /B EIE

I TR A I & AR T H B R SE R FAEZE[12]. 3B %E, WECCL F1 LOCNESS B} i i
1] ability [R5 E AR “Bhia] + the + ability + /i ” A1 “ARE AR + ability” . % 2 fIE 3 7
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TP TE R v — 1 S R SRR AR U 8 0 R 5 AT R

Table 2. Examples of ability index rows in WECCL
# 2. WECCL # ability E51177R 1)

WECCL H ability Z& 54T

our time on study, we can improve our ability of pair work, we can reduce the
realizing that they may lose a basic ability of communicating with different

great role in teaching students the ability of living independently and getting along
not only are grand meetings for athletes, but also have ability to reduce tension and
the consumer and we haven’t enough ability to earn money to afford the rent unless
it is a good chance to improve your ability to adapt to the future society.

but in the meantime, it can test one’s living ability, which is much needed when

great emphasis should be placed on tapping students’ potential ability to be a better

Table 3. Examples of ability index rows in LOCNESS
% 3. LOCNESS H ability 25177151

LOCNESS ' ability & 5147

this would result in the ability of individual nations to veto key decisions

calculators came along a drop in ability of students for mental arithmetic was
growth of political extremist parties, through the ability to have a member of
controls the computer and still the ability to end the existence of computers at any
we will also have the ability to buy more goods from a wider background.
computers lack the ability to adjust to any situation and adapt, they are confined by
this should not include mental ability as this would also be immoral.

important and dangerously powerful ability which can not be left simply to the

1) “BliA + the + ability + /i~ B

“ZhiA + the + ability + /i ” #EAE WECCL Al LOCNESS H# Aim . 8id W ge R 5147 0L k-
SCHUFEEC R 30, AT RAR I O FEBIR B4 O T, w9 A% 21 3 40 R T8 F enhance/improve/develop
25 B RS SURIBhiA RIS, T A 3 2 T8 lose/hinder 25 B Y HAE LA BhiAH2E; @ fEA i
(s FE 7 T, o R0 T 2 o) 3 RAR R 2 1A ) 18 /1] of AR 52 K to

2) “fRIAFTAEHR + ability” iz

fE WECCL Hil LOCNESS X PiMERZER,  “ACRPTE R + ability” 52 Ho B 1) —Fis R,
EELAE rp [ DA 25 ) B R DA A I VB 3 TR IR A P R B AN [ SRR AT R IR BT b +
ability” iX— X /E WECCL H iI3LBIA R KT LOCNESS, X &M LB A RIEE, FEEE%
Fd A IR + ability” SRIBCEARR, B EIRETA, BRATE DR ESEE S HE LA
FRAF FIFTE T X RABM % 3 ability, 17 938 A EE 2 W S 2 3 I 28 i B . X — IR B, R
KARRE L2t T B S AR A AR AR R BRI 8. Frbh, BEARRAE A E 2 A7, B
IR ) 2 AR S AR AT, XA BRI M AR B S E .

4. &g
R FIRTEA, G SRR I [ D 2 3 2 5 A VE 1 4 T I A TR 2K B 2 T T
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HERRKMZESS, FERIAE: Bk, MIEEEARRESE, P EIGEY ) E 40 ability 5310, HEH
IR, TCRRTEE RS b, R E F, HEEERTRIEARRES, EFIEY ) E
FEBCIA (0 S HRAR B AR I R SR, JF L T2 BIREE R FUE R B s2ma Il T iR IS HIR, 7E ability
5a A e to M of HECHIME A L, FEIES S FHAEREIR, LWAA ability of doing (1) FH7EAN
ability to do FIFE—FE, FHEHINEM A, i &3 ability of #5hiA F AL S ability to $£5h77 “-ing” 3k,
XU B Hp A 2 ) F ARSI AR AN 2 IR A A, X 2 o] U 0 I AR
HMECLBEG ) o PRI, FEURAD RV AU R b, B 20 B o v [ 1 2 ) F ARSI AR, By
IR AERHATC A IC SRR s Be Jy . RIS, A4 B B PR N 23 BRI R, DA il E .
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