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Abstract

In order to comply with the trend of separating complexity and simplicity, small-scale litigation
has emerged with its efficient and convenient advantages. It not only broadens the relief channels
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for parties, but also reduces the cost of protecting their rights. The small claims system in China
was officially incorporated into civil litigation legislation in 2012, making it an important link in
the “separation of complexity and simplicity”. The Civil Procedure Law, which was revised and
passed in 2021, once again includes small claims in the scope of revision, but the small claims
procedure is still under summary procedure and lacks its own distinctive features; At the same
time, the excessive emphasis on efficiency while neglecting the value orientation of fairness, as
well as the imperfect or even missing procedural remedies, pose a huge threat to the protection of
the litigation rights of the parties, and the functional positioning of small claims procedures is
gradually deviating. In this regard, under the current trend of amending the law, the exploration
of small claims procedures is at the right time. Only by continuously refining relevant regulations
to strengthen procedural protection, improving procedural application to avoid procedural false-
hood, clarifying functional positioning to improve litigation procedures, can it maximize its effec-
tiveness in the reform of separating complexity and simplicity.
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