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Abstract

This article mainly studies the design of urban waterfront public spaces in historical districts of Wu-
han. Guided by place theory, the aim is to stimulate spatial vitality and reconstruct a sense of spatial
belonging. In today’s increasingly updated cities, many blocks with profound historical heritages
have become detached from the city due to accelerated development, resulting in problems such as
decreased vitality, loss of sense of place, indifference to interpersonal communication, and gradual
rupture of urban context. However, people still have high expectations for urban waterfront public
spaces that can generate encounters and coincidences. Therefore, incorporating waterfront public
space planning with a sense of place into the renovation of historical blocks is an effective method to
revitalize vitality and continue the historical context. The paper first introduces the research back-
ground, explains the relevant concepts and definitions of place theory, historical blocks, and water-
front public spaces, defines the research purpose and significance, and determines the research
framework. Then, an analysis was conducted on the overview of urban waterfront public spaces, and
the psychological and behavioral characteristics of public spaces were discussed and summarized.
On the basis of explaining the theory of place, this article clarifies the elements of constructing pub-
lic spaces in urban waterfront areas, and then re-understands them in theory, space, and characte-
ristics. In addition, the design strategies for waterfront public spaces in historical districts were ela-
borated, mainly from improving the sense of place, increasing opportunities for contact, creating
diversity, and strengthening the sense of spatial belonging. This paper aims to provide a certain ref-
erence and guidance for the design of waterfront public spaces in historical districts through case
analysis and field research.
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Figure 1. Historical evolution map
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Figure 2. Problem analysis map
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