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Abstract: Asian (especially Chinese) students of English as a second/foreign language have been alleged to
be reticent learners in the recent ESL/EFL literature. Many teachers and researchers attribute such reticence
to learners’ inherent disposition that is caused by Asian cultural factors, which simply cannot be altered. The
one-way lecture-mode teaching methods are consequently adopted in teaching practice. Nevertheless, the
disadvantages of such methods have been more and more apparent with the increase of international commu-
nication and competition and the new requirements for talents’ overall English proficiency. Thereby, a recon-
sideration of Chinese learners’ reticence in English class is a prerequisite for the change of the traditional
ways of teaching. It has been revealed through the questionnaire study on students and teachers from six in-
stitutions of higher education in Jiangsu Province that the reticence is more likely to be the performance of
learners’ habitual classroom behavior that has been formed in the traditional instructional contexts. It is also
found that mainland learners hold a positive attitude to overt participation in classroom activities. Therefore,
classroom reticence can be altered with the appropriate learning environment and learning atmosphere.
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Table 1. Rational for questionnaire design
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Table 2. Basic information of student subjects
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Table 3. Basic information of teacher subjects
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Table 4. Mean and standard deviation from both student and
teacher data
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Figure 1. The mean curve chart of items 1-22 from both student
and teacher data
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Table 6. M ean of classroom behavior from both student and
teacher data
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Table 7. Mean of reticence causes from both student and teacher
data
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A A2 1 S 22 e o 35 A B (-test) 20 AT

Levene’s Test for
Equality of Variances

t-test for Equality of Mean

Sig.

Mean

Std. Error

95% Confidence Interval of the

F Sig. t df (2-tailed)  Difference  Difference Difference
Lower Upper
Equal variances assumed 1.333 0.249 2.283 604 0.023 0.41 0.18 5.80E-02 0.77
Equal variances not assumed 2.340 132313 0.021 0.41 0.18 6.41E-02 0.77
Equal variances assumed 2.505 0.114 2.323 604 0.020 0.34 0.15 5.25E-02 0.63
2 Equal variances not assumed 2.453 136.113 0.015 0.34 0.14 6.58E—02 0.61
Equal variances assumed 4.816 0.029 —-1.136 604 0.256 -0.17 0.15 -0.47 0.13
. Equal variances not assumed —1.306 149.269 0.194 -0.17 0.13 —0.44 8.89E-02
Equal variances assumed 0.523 0.470 —3.046 604 0.002 —-0.51 0.17 —0.84 —0.18
4 Equal variances not assumed —3.082 130.829 0.003 —-0.51 0.17 —0.84 —0.18
Equal variances assumed 0.013 0.910 —0.194 604 0.846 —3.20E-02 0.16 -0.36 0.29
i Equal variances not assumed —-0.191 127.824 0.849 —3.20E-02 0.17 —-0.36 0.30
Equal variances assumed 12.328 0.000 2.609 604 0.009 0.43 0.16 0.11 0.75
6 Equal variances not assumed 3.105 155.878 0.002 0.43 0.14 0.16 0.70
Equal variances assumed 6.883 0.009 4.656 604 0.000 0.78 0.17 0.45 1.11
7 Equal variances not assumed 5.412 151.306 0.000 0.78 0.14 0.50 1.07
Equal variances assumed 0.996 0.319 1.728 604 0.084 0.23 0.13 —3.10E-02 0.49
s Equal variances not assumed 1.940 145.144 0.054 0.23 0.12 —4.32E-03 0.46
Equal variances assumed 1.613 0.204 0.015 604 0.988 1.99E-03 0.13 —-0.25 0.26
’ Equal variances not assumed 0.014 123.278 0.988 1.99E-03 0.14 -0.27 0.28
10 Equal variances assumed 4.072 0.044 0.229 604 0.819 3.05E-02 0.13 -0.23 0.29
Equal variances not assumed 0.253 142.986 0.800 3.05E-02 0.12 -0.21 0.27
Equal variances assumed 0.445 0.505 2.570 604 0.010 0.37 0.14 8.66E—02 0.65
a Equal variances not assumed 2.614 131.415 .010 37 0.14 8.93E-02 0.65
12 Equal variances assumed 1.089 0.297 —3.501 604 0.000 —0.54 0.15 —0.84 —0.24
Equal variances not assumed —3.788 139.543 0.000 —0.54 0.14 —-0.82 —0.26
13 Equal variances assumed 0.764 0.382 —3.640 604 0.000 —0.52 0.14 —0.80 -0.24
Equal variances not assumed —3.643 129.600 0.000 —0.52 0.14 —0.81 -0.24
14 Equal variances assumed 1.322 0.251 0.313 604 0.754 4.23E-02 0.13 -0.22 0.31
Equal variances not assumed 0.344 141.467 0.732 4.23E-02 0.12 -0.20 0.29
15 Equal variances assumed 0.155 0.694 —4.421 604 0.000 —0.51 0.12 -0.74 -0.28
Equal variances not assumed —4.386 128.611 0.000 —0.51 0.12 -0.74 -0.28
16 Equal variances assumed 0.023 0.879 —3.263 604 0.001 —0.45 0.14 -0.72 —-0.18
Equal variances not assumed —3.303 130.876 0.001 —0.45 0.14 -0.72 —-0.18
17 Equal variances assumed 11.913 0.001 2.110 604 0.035 0.31 0.14 2.11E-02 0.59
Equal variances not assumed 2218 135.585 0.028 0.31 0.14 3.32E-02 0.58
18 Equal variances assumed 0.472 0.493 2.793 604 0.005 0.35 0.12 0.10 0.59
Equal variances not assumed 2.589 121.927 0.011 0.35 0.13 8.19E-02 0.61
19 Equal variances assumed 3.786 0.052 2.420 604 0.016 0.35 0.15 6.61E-02 0.64
Equal variances not assumed 2.519 134310 0.013 0.35 0.14 7.55E-02 0.63
20 Equal variances assumed 0.727 0.394 1.981 604 0.048 0.28 0.14 2.36E-03 0.56
Equal variances not assumed 1.944 127.451 0.054 0.28 0.14 —5.01E-03 0.56
21 Equal variances assumed 1.855 0.174 -1.230 604 0.219 —-0.14 0.11 —-0.36 8.24E-02
Equal variances not assumed —1.094 118.543 0.276 —0.14 0.13 —-0.39 0.11
22 Equal variances assumed 0.029 0.865 —0.569 604 0.569 —8.39E-02 0.15 -0.37 0.21
Equal variances not assumed —0.561 127.995 0.576 —8.39E-02 0.15 —-0.38 0.21
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