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Abstract: Grassland degradation resulted from pikas’ destroying or human’s excessive interference. This
study shows that pika is one kind of key species on Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, whose existence maintains biodi-
versity and normal function of ecosystem. So, killing pikas will only damage biodiversity, but will not stop
grassland degradation. Since 1950, power discourses which demonized pika have rationalized government’s
large-scale killing-pika movements. Ecological crisis is caused by wrong exploitation of prairie including
scientific misconduct, so in some sense, it is cultural crisis. To solve ecological crisis, we should integrate
scientific knowledge with Tibetan local knowledge, namely, to stimulate cultural self-consciousness to ensure
the ethics of science and technology. To maintain the biodiversity on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, we should
not rely on poison and fence, but strengthen the integration of culture and science, empowering the local
community as well.
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Table 1. The power discourses making and implementing process
of poisoning prairie dogs and pikas
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