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Abstract

In the play A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams, the heroine Blanch is a typical “bad
woman”. However, many critics and readers sympathize with her. The thesis, from the perspective
of Reader-Response Criticism, analyzes how the images of the hero and the heroine are overth-
rown in the readers’ mind and how readers give them different interpretations at the beginning
and the end of the reading. Williams stirs up the readers’ desire of participating in meaning con-
struction of the play by making them forming different views. Through investigating the author,
rereading the text, constantly subverting, confirming and reconstructing their own horizon of ex-
pectations, readers grasp the work’s theme the author intended to create at last.
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