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Abstract

When examining psychology led by scientism before the mid-20th century from the perspective of
theoretical informatics, we found that due to the establishment of “psychophysics” and “psychobi-
ology”, psychology as a whole successively has been studied within either the discipline of physics
or the discipline of biology but it has never been investigated within the paradigm of informatics.
“Man” is treated as the physical and biological material object (collectively referred to “Material
Man” hypothesis), but not seen as an information object (“Informational Man” hypothesis). Hu-
manism and post-modernism psychologists criticized scientism schools of psychology, but their
criticisms failed to hit the mark. Without the strong support of information science, it was very
difficult for humanism and post-modernism psychology to become the mainstream of psychology.
Since the mid-20th century, with the rise of information science, two informatics revolutions took
place successively and a new guiding principle for psychology was proposed. The “Physical Symbol
System” hypothesis of information processing psychology shook the basis of the “Material Man”
hypothesis, and the “Informational Man” hypothesis now is intended to subvert the “Material Man”
hypothesis. It is widely believed that with the popularity of scientific world outlook and the appli-
cation of systematic methodology, the information age calls for the birth of “Informational Psy-
chology”, which needs an “Informational Man” hypothesis as its basic proposition. After exploring
the limitations of contemporary psychology and the weaknesses of “Physical Symbol System” hy-
pothesis, the present paper tries to illuminate in detail the “Informational Man” hypothesis as the
first proposition of informational psychology: a new conception and methodology of psychology
will be put forward, inspired by the two informatics revolutions. Our human being is an open,
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physical and self-organizing psycho-biological system, and human nature therefore can be treated
as an informational repeating and generating system.
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