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Abstract

Particles in verb phrases have been widely explored based on image schema theory. Features of
verbs and interaction between semantic units in Verb Phrase Constructions have been less
touched. Based on image schemas and construction grammar theory, this paper investigates se-
mantic characteristics of verbs in V + back construction and interaction between verbs and par-
ticle back. The findings show: 1) The spatial meaning of back is its central image schema. 2) Back’s
meaning in space domain is the cognitive basis for the meaning construction and extension of V +
back. “Movement to an earlier place” plays a dominating role in V + back meaning network. 3)
There is both lexical coercion and construction coercion. The former is in direct proportion to the
frequency of usage of verb. The particle back tends to coerce the construction to produce more
extended meanings. The construction may coerce non motion verbs to extend or change meanings.
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Kk XEZEEA W K. AXETBREXNEATEEERFE Y + backty= AP aCEALFE URFAE, X
EMRAAICBALNES) . BFARE: 1) MRidbackZRBEESCAF ORRER. 2) back?® [HZH
SRV + back B SGEMH FIAFEA; “IBZhWik IR ZISERTHIALE " 7EV + backis L - AbT ST ECHAT .
3) V + backt RAFAEFIC RN ERI R . WICX X Kb 5 30F KSR RIEL, SRR
B, BB 5 ZE backEhl, WREFELEME L. WASERFEZEZHKFA, BAES)E R SCEMERK
2.

KA
BZE, V+backH=, EH
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1. 5|

il B+ R MRS L B RESE T TR AR, A A G 3 SR A
[1] [2] [B1RAE BRIE VAL A [4] [SPZA AGRAT I AL . ITAER, INANE F F N R B RS 5% A
Wt izk s, (6] [7] [8] [9]%. Lindner UESE T /N Shial 75 K 15 B i) i SCR B AR A, 8 H /D il i
e A A H B REm S . FEINRITE 5 PR T, R HWE et T B U A i i sl ] b i 1]
(12 XAk RANE AR, B 700 R R BRIEAEU LA V + up, V +out, V +down 2, X/ Ai3)
1] (1) B AN BB FEAE IR, M GBI W IT “ Bhinl + /N Sha] 7 I8 R 7, Z4=BE[10]%: T Goldberg [11]
[12]HA RIE LIRS M 3h iR A1/ 7] down itV + down AR R, MK 3 1 A B ke 1 Mg AN
AL Z 2 FR 5 T8 1 R = ) B8 1) 7 V0 Bl o %o 4 20 ] (A AFF 7 BE A 458 %o /0 b B0 8 SCI R
S MG TR AR AR TT “Bl + /NER” MEBIR R AR T B R BT back 5 L5, F)
F 22 [ RSB R LI V + back A ZCTERE, A 3 ) # BE 20 #r 1) ORI =X L3

2. back B\ EIE X 53 %7
2.1. IRpER

WHITE F 2WNE T 55 S ZAFE “HRA—E—ME—EE " KRR ARSI EHE
PETEGETR IS B MR, MR T LA AR . XA R AR A s . R
AANFIRE . BRSNS F AR RVRK AL b, 2 A5 /MBI AR R R b 2
M2 RRE L AWINGRE KN PR EA R ZiR . T 52, WATEHEREXRMEMARL K K
WA R FR . NRBUERITE SR T NI YA SRR I AR TR, AN RRICF S RIS,
JeRe 2 (A 5 B 2 B i HAR T T, A RIS RSUEE MU R R . Lakoff [13]x & R BT T2
x, BEm—RBAEA, EREN Po—G KA. EA—Bir—HirEX, E—TEX. §i—=
B et B . R TR ISR, WK OB STERE, i )n TE iR
EESE

FRGEiE T 2K B R A 1B BB, Lakoff & Johnson [13]17E (AT LA A7 A BTy 48 Hi kg
MR N A AEPRAEA R Y O SRRt B, i SO — P A T B EEAR, S A M R R T — AR
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S NFIEEAN SN 7 2o BRSO AN [F) i 2 22 56 Atk B 79 A MO T R S [ 141, IR 85k RO A0 e S5 3]
HbRI, e YRR i B Ard. Bamgs 1A ie H — MO AR I RE S B — M R NS, P&
W AEAE & AL . Bl TEALANAE, 1 Life is a journey, IAJEGE T RAT (UEIR) A9 &R0 AR, ARAT#
H HAr, BAE . BEAGSE, X SOMES ik ms BN AE (B PR )M H, =4 T A RF & XE S
B

2.2. back BSINEIE X 34T

YR (Rt B BRI A ) [15180 (ARG shiaia ) [16], FiEshiE s/ iia back fH X
I NELT L.

1) movement to an earlier place 11K J7, f£)54L, 41 walk back, come back, drive back %%.

2) moving backwards; being behind or at a distance J&GiB, B HAL; 7E G HBLE IR 2 41, A
AfERERIE “AEHN” FIEE, o fall back, stand back, keep back %,

3) looking at the past (I []) LL AT ; ﬁﬂﬂ it 2:, # date back, look back, think back £%.

4) returning or retrieving something i&%5, JHi&; [, HEHIRTE, 0 give back, send back & .

5) in return; again [A14i; i&#%, 1 answer back, pay back %5.

6) controlling or suppressing #z#ill; i, PH1E, 1 hold back, choke back 4.

back )& ) E T MBS “JFH” - ALLE S AZ M AIX 5 “Ri” Al “}:” : KT EAR 7 A2 )
E’Jﬂ’i"%ﬁi NATHE TR BE PR AR N “HT 7, S FER N “J5 7 « 2 RIMEE 2 back L EZE L,

AR o T o 5 e R AL b 5 S 1) F A N I, T B back 1 22 SR 4 back/\)(/lZl%U\TfL/\i‘Eﬁf/‘ﬂZ
Ilﬂij\ AR B8, FBRIEaIR. BRI, & 1 &2 back fE 2 AR R AL & . B 2 HRAELE
A, ANTTR R R OB AL E NG T, B HLEDR CRIE 1R SO W] AR BlHh G35 )
B, PR AR wTEU 2 L.

B X 3 KAFER . Gluckberg, Keysar & McGlone [17]30 9 “ AKIE S ) — Mg rt, HEANE
SRR — AR, R RGeS 2 (AN AT R VSR i b TR AR e N SRS T I [ ARE 2 Py Jak e 2
TR, WEEAN. FEAE DAY, @M, A RA 7 E gL MR E . Flan.

(1) A few weeks back I mentioned this to Tom Smith and asked whether Williams had changed his ways.

B AL T Barg TIME 1S AMOVING OBJECT [13], &Mt A R st a) 2 AN el 3 (), {H Bam ik F 7
IR IPERAAE, I LA T s sh AR s o0 e 1

B A4S RALEMGIESIN, HIW L FEY AR R BRS RS . 0] AE RS SRR F%
gy, H B 2R B T M RS SRR “back” , BP ST SRS EY) . 23 H SE AR 5 3,
Wit B RAME I, FTERIE “RHR 7 2 S

HEX 6 RAETENGZEL, back A “YelEl. #0567 &, WiEEIRIEEERERRZH. NEHE
LW TIARR . KJRARE IS AR, back FRILAN 1 28 H45 i AL .

(2) Choking back tears, he said Mary died in his arms.

#i4)(2)f8 1 choke back ik “Hifi]”  “2E” &, WRIHMEBRFIK e —Figshidig, @3l
FE1a) [ 7 )i s R0 BH L1528 i) R J

IbAh, back 38 v #h B IS, FREEMD . FWRIR R R ARG, back M7 H
WIE 3 77 A e 1B B 2R b B E b . il A(3). (4)H Y expenditure SZH /)N, branches A4
PEFRAZ AN

(3) They will be concerned to cut back expenditure on unnecessary items.
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(4) The tree is so big, you'll have to chop back some of the branches.

25 bRk, back OB REA A AR X IR, R EEe, o SRR N A A
B IR S RIESE. BB back H)—R 2 LRI LIMERE Jy: OFAEH . i, 5
CHTT XS, ORFIEEME, 5 CSET AHXS. O], FEH. MIEBFCRAPRE . OfE ERK. b,

3.V + back #33X, PRI EhIA

AR B0 IR AR LS R”, —BCE 2 SO, K R ST R N o i35 2R T Bl ] #1E 3
JHERLE B RV H G 75 Goldberg [18]% i E L, BI “ARAiEFHE X, REHIB T REmHE
BB 77 T AN e L2 8 7 B H A 2 AR A AR BT, st ROz E R — . s, B
i A% AT UG 2 58 TN, R EEATR IR AR iy, e AT AR il 5 A B AR iy At A7 7
T EEEV + back 1 2Hh B) 1A 5 SCRF A AR [ AR RLZE th R X 1000 AN V + back #3CHJiE L
HALH 93 MENHEFFE V + back . B S KIEFEEA UHE, S5 V + back #4923 i) 8 2R
A,

1) %—Kghin 2 HizzhIahn, R HIMMFE RS, H42%, 41 go, come, walk, jump, run,
slide %%, ZAMEOE 1R R KX, SHRRERT LAa) BARTT M%), el LUsia#3) .

2) 9K 2 LA L Eh i, M IR 20%. AP E A RS, B CRF
HALE B ECRESHIKE” .

(5) He will hope to seize back the political initiative.

3) H=KFhin 2 NS, MRHIIES 13%, WAEH ‘5B, mE” 2 X, HEnHEN
W, Wnat, to%%, LHEAGIH . Wstand back, FREEE; AVETEE. ... .. AT, SIHA
B O FHIEERH),

(6) Stand back and look objectively at the problem.

4) FVUKRBRE 2 0 R Ehia], FR PSR . HaER A SRS N TR )
BME” 2 mEE. fTHiE. $23F, 5 back A G, FoRBEME. RIS, iz X, W write back,
call back, fight back, fire back, beat back.

(7) Macmillan wrote back saying that he could certainly help.

5) SN BBV E R B RIENE, B CORER. 4ERFEYIRET 2 MRS ]
JEHI” 2 . 4 bite back, bite AN, 5 back EHGIHN “BE ik, BTl El EEE T o 2
(15hia 84 blink, choke, gulp, 5 back M ZFR/RAT N BHH| . $Loh, @A —Eshia B “ IRk,
Yekp” 2 Lo FMRR AR —NIRE, 2B NS 25 R AT BUR & SZ AR, 40 ease back down,
hold back, keep back,

(8) She kept trying to hold back her tears.

6) Z/NRENEA AR IR . W SC, n cut “UIE)” , chop “UIRE” , AIAHESARARERAS N
TEARE A . AT #4r iEan pull F roll, 735 3&oR “H” A “WR3)”7 , [FRREsER, B3yt
AL, EmMFEREIE, 5 back EHERR “WBUN. 457 .

(9) The gardener cut back all the bushes.

7) HBLRDEEA A, R . “BH” Z X, fistretch, trace. H#JIUFRIR “INFIA][EH] 7

(10) However, America’s ties to this city and to this country stretch back further, to the earliest days of
America’s independence.

AFIHT TV + back HAIBRRHEA E S, Bhia & S U SRR, MBS
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back & ——*F . back 7E75 A ME S B CHILE V + back MU AR e, AL 75%, BRI,
back %Ak &% 5 22 V + back & SCIE{H RN AIFERE . 76 V + back [-L258 X, BAT “MszhikmE
PRI E” A 40 4, G 42%, X X2 V + back IR X, £V + back 1 4% h
Wb F 3BT« V + back #3H BA X — & L 3iA — R is 323 i .

4.V + back 3 E B}

R BN ) 2R B S T Bl (1 SCERCAHA,  F8 AN B AN DA RAE AL T B 4540 . 4 =i
e AR I B N SNep R b I 1 FA W SR M7= K (Vv |21 =120 B/ S D % v B WA i L VA 1 R T
PR Z (A HA R R SOR AR, MR E RSN e — EBR IS . 20 SOsT
TR RIRICE X, SRR E SR E SURAEE U g, VR R AR IR £ A — AN R T
B XTIV SRR AR s R, R SRR IR A IR MR R S, R AR, X R .
[19] [20]%J& T Goldberg [11]f#FE iR, Fig iV x A Nt AZTE RTINS, REXHEA) g5 4 . & ORI .
P REOCRMEER, e EiE SRR KIS, FaIRAE “IEH” o E—MER R e
A E SIEAMERII S SRR IR R SIEM, WSR2 .

A B[ 10T MRV X 44 2 A R 1l A FE 552 1 down XV + down #4201 il . b5V + down 30 1] 1] 47
srAifiod A, SR ER, ZhEESE V + down # 3  SCIECE AE E, BBl B4 AR s, R
TRRE R, 5/ S RHE G JE B AR 210 U R IRER . bR\ i A P AR R, down (MRS
BUH V + down #4311 il 1 F B

W 1 fis, BHBE) UORKEASE R, & 42%, 1. go back, run back, come back, fly back %%,
X B A A %, 5 back 454 R IR E . BA go back A, #8108 S go back A 6 4> LI,
BA “i2ghy il 2, R 5 JFER A B SRS B9 A 34, HAb =N i “ (BT EE T

O KBS AR IR IR [F] L IR L “HERT R [RITR 7 3 B2 B back MEA R SRR, go 7EIXLE
SCUEA S “E” YO R Shial MR R, 523 back & kMRS, #4130 SGBEERILH back 1)

Table 1. The characteristics of verbs in V + back construction

= 1.V + back #3X P BiAHHE

BACK e ) b = " VPC
ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ T’Qiﬁ%&)(*ﬂzﬂﬂﬁmf Zé% H:'WU
U Hab At R T > Y. #E 5 is h KE go back, come back,
1 A MEH “REL, B 2 3iA% Niss)aia. walk back, jump back 42%
2 el AL ERHE, 56 “EXEEMERBERL” 2, take back, hang back, 20%
I i 2 ML HEhR . REhE . bring back, seize back 0
3 el MREA “TJE. ZE” Z X, WL, stand back, sit back, 13%
S Wrat, to%; zhidZ LMD, look back, set back 0
N KR E B PSR Z A5 TG YN E IS e 2 S write back, call back,
4 R B E KR, REF AL 1) fight back, pay back %%
5 sk MREH “AHl RH” 2 BEZ R E R EE, choke back, bite back, 206
ne HAH “LRFF. AERFSIRE” 2L hold back
o b RN ST Y. P - R N cut back,
6 HEi MAEH D g7 2 B BURMIE IR L. scale back. roll back 5%
7 WA MEER CBIRIEEE 2 3G AR Ll R . BT 2 L. stretch, trace, date 3%
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W =, Bl I = GRS 5 52 380 e ) 25088 3 o AR, A8 FH A 2 35 PR 3wl K4 B 45 15 B0y 1], 2 stretch
(A, ), choke (/5 PHZE)HIRL V + back #4138 LIk b, 52 BB 3a A/ it ia] (036 F Rl . DR,
V + back 142 il 44 20 He il 5 1A (s P Al 0%, el i, BR7E 5 %2 3 back Hfil, 4 x0
A B A S

F—J5 T, R RO R B il R NG BB ST G . Goldberg [11] [12]7E4R B 44 2% 2l 1] 2
SRR G a2 BRI A S RGN o M3 SO FRVE RS Ak
TGN, A 2NAR G ] DUE B i (8 e 45 MRS SUR AR, T 3RS 538 850 . Bt SO
FHv%. . Harry sneezed the tissue off the table. ZA)&H —A> “flizh” #=, 1 sneeze FNAS K Hshial,
Tz, ANTRIA “izh” #2058 8 S URE0%a), Harry K H I EE =5 H R T . sneeze
R EE TR SN “ Zshia” k.

V + back 420 JE B G A oy “IE sk Rl 2 BT i e, # xR BBl B RIS B 2K Bl 1A B
HEA MEREHNEHRECRESKE” B RWENE . V + back H A AR B RS2 % L)
T 2 3@ I %% 93 N B A A 3R SCRIRE & S, R BATR JLAN SR A 2R I R (32 2).

write back #4 30AN f& 7] ST BAR AN, AMTTAN V + back JE 7Y & (144 a] 52 21056 7 B0 47 B AR ix —
F3, write U NS —BHEA IS RGN ITil ATERRT 0% T “ U008 NI E]— 5 Rk1ME 7 X — 5,
WCEIRAS AN S S 2 MAAFE R SR DG R, 16 FHHEERAS DAS .

P cut back, 4 cut tHILAE V + back #30H, KAE T 5 sneeze HIILS, Fom “OIE], 4R 11
R o FEMARE cut back B, AMTAZE FAAIHERE, DIRIShPEAEAE LB SR e 2, MR
SC IR B ESR AL E " X SE TR T RS, S AR DL AE

R, TR g, s V + back 30 SURJER B A B L, AAEM SR ke, WA
RERAEM AL S, B WbrE 2R B XSS E5HEMEREREZ. V + back
MR =2 BREE W 5 KA RIS, WFE SIS0 T #5453 1w ORI

FHE AT L,V + back #4) 2 i Y 4 3 1) 5 sl i) 4 AR 6 AR G, Bl AR i s, v +
back #4FM& SO E, ZF back MR MR Z . M FORVE A R FEH V o+ back 42 R
BT sk e Z BERT i 5k, FEESI R RshE . dEEh2siE 52 2 R
M, SURECRIRHE, BT TR E SO E

5. &

AFET B R EXFIR N 1 back B LM ZE ML EM, MR 25 back FAHCHIALTE
B M SCRF /G, BITST T Bl B1E i . # TR VElE S back MEERIAIRS BIOC R . WAL il B 18

Table 2. Coercion in V + back construction
% 2.V + back =X E#

K VB B R (BhiA 2K 7 5) AE W P [ ARl
Stand back (3) B XM, 724 “move a short distance” & S
Write back (4) FOLIEMR, A “write a letter in reply” & S
Call back (4) LA, FEAE “telephone them again or in return” & X
Cut back (6) B, 7 “reduce” £
Scale back (6) B, A “reduce” T, AN EIENAT ik
Stretch back (7) B, FEAE “(a R)EET & X
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MR AR AL B BB R AR, KBV + back #3 AR ALE SO “I2Zh W)k I 21 Tt 7, back
FER U OME IR B S (38 I IR, i A ahigl s b ik A s 3hia) 5 a0
XAFAEZEERER, IS5 back MLtk ——xtR; HARHERA BT HE “BE + A ” e
E2) 7SS NN 3 WA 1 1 g w1 o 7 8 WO 2 13 v NN S R A B E B A
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