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Abstract

The paper first gives an analysis on the prospectiveness and feasibility of incorporating General
Education in the course of American Literature, and points out the defects in present course de-
sign, such as outdated knowledge structure, over emphasis on contents than mode of thinking, and
insufficient precautions to US cultural penetration; then proposes the possible ways for rendering
the incorporation envisioned, including updating and relativizing knowledge structure, putting
equal emphasis on mode of thinking and content, and fostering positive value orientation by
helping students assimilate Chinese and American values eclectically, while introducing some
concrete methods for doing so in practice. These notions and methods are enlightening to the
course reform of not only American Literature, but also similar ones in the English major, such as
British Literature, Classics of Western Thoughts, as well as many others.
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