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Abstract

Zhan Ruoshui, with courtesy name of YuanMing, pseudonym of GuQuan, was a philosopher in the
Ming Dynasty. His thought plays a leading role in the transformation of Neo-Confucianism (from
Cheng Zhu’s Neo-Confucianism to Wang Yangming’s psychology). First of all, Zhan Ruishui under-
took Chen Xianzhang (a pioneer in the study of the mind of the Ming Dynasty), and continuously
innovated and developed on the basis of inheriting Chen’s psychology, positively impacting Ling-
nan culture’s progress in social progress. Moreover, argument between Zhan & Wang (Zhan Ruo-
shui & Wang Yangming) promotes Wang Yangming’s psychology to be gradually clear and then
firmed and shaped, which carries on the past heritage and opens up the future in the process of
building Wang Yangming’s psychology. Based on the above, the role of Zhan Ruishui’s thought in
the transition of philosophy of Song and Ming Dynasties can be found—Carrying!
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