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Abstract: As China's economy grows rapidly and urbanization accelerates, the increasingly larger group of
migrant workers has become a major component of industrial workers. However, they have suffered from
various forms of discrimination and unfair treatment in employment and life. This article made a study on the
employment and wages of migrant workers based on labor market segmentation theories. Statistics show that
migrant workers are mainly engaged in “blue-collar” work in the urban informal sectors with low wages. Be-
sides, social and labor rights protection for them is very weak. Decomposition of wage discrepancy between
migrant workers and urban workers indicates that above half differentials are caused by skills differences and
the left are caused by systematic discrimination either in terms of wage differentials between jobs or within
jobs. Therefore, in order to improve the economic situation of migrant workers, the government should
eliminate the adverse effect of the segmented labor market on the employment of migrant workers.
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Table 1. The composition of sample (%)
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Table 2. Skills of migrant workersand urban workers (%)
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Table 3. Education and vocational distribution of migrant workers

and urban workers (%)
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Table 4. Education and wages distribution of migrant workersand

urban workers (%)
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Table5. Monthly income of migrant and urban workers
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Table 6. Weekly production time of migrant workers
and urban workers (%)
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Table 7. Social security of migrant and urban workers
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Table 8. Actual and estimated position distribution of migrant

workersand urban workers (%)
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