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Abstract

The movie “Farewell My Concubine” is an adaption of the novel by Lilian Lee. Protagonist Cheng
Dieyi is a man who loves crazily. As a boy, he was sold to a Peking opera troupe by his mother. He
lost himself in a play “Farewell My Concubine” in which he played a female role Consort Yu and his
apprentice Duan Xiaolou played the romantic hero Xiang Yu, and he fell in love with Mr. Duan ex-
tending from the play to the reality, resulting in he fought with Ju Xian who was the wife of Mr.
Duan. This paper tries to analyze the transformation of Cheng Dieyi’s gender identity from male to
female and back to male under the influence of these three characters from the perspective of La-
can’s Mirror Stage Theory. It aims to illustrate that self image plays an important role in the
process of self identity.
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