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Abstract

Thomas Hobbes analyzed the logic of human nature, natural law and the formation of state from
the angle of mechanical materialism. As human’s imagination, feeling and cognition have certain
causality, people definitely follow a certain thinking sequence to behave. Language, writing, wis-
dom, desire and so on further things guide human nature to constantly pursue desires. However,
people are born to be equal, everyone is free to pursue their desires, therefore, there will be con-
flicts in the process of achieving the goal. In order to avoid conflicts and preserve themselves, it is
necessary to comply with the natural law, to conclude a social contract on this basis and to trans-
fer part of its power to a powerful “Leviathan”, which is the origin of powerful government to ex-
ercise sovereignty. Individual life, property and security are inseparable from the protection of a
powerful power organ. State sovereignty is a necessary condition for safeguarding individual
rights. However, there is a contradiction and tension between state and individual power. Al-
though Hobbes expounded human nature, natural law and the logic system of state formation, he
failed to answer how to balance the relationship between state and individual power. To under-
stand the original theory of Hobbes could help government to balance the relationship between
individualism and collectivism.
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