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Abstract

On January 1, 1912, Sun Yat-sen was inaugurated as provisional president of Republic of China in
Nanjing and set up a provisional central government, marking the official establishment of the
Republic of China. On February 12 of the same year, Qing emperor formally announced his abdica-
tion, Yuan Shikai telegraphed Nanjing in favor of the republic. The next day, Sun Yat-sen submitted
his resignation to the Nanjing Provisional Senate and recommended Yuan Shikai as the provision-
al President, at same time, Sun also brought in a bill to invite Yuan Shikai to take office in Nanjing.
However, there were several twists and turns during the deliberations. By combing and discussing
some procedures and details before and after the vote of the temporary senate in Nanjing, we can
see the difficulty of institutional transformation at the critical moment.
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