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Abstract

The authors attempt to classify Chinese “rain” metaphors and analyze their underlying mapping
processes in this paper by collecting relevant data from a Great Chinese Dictionary and the Corpus
of Center for Chinese Linguistics. The result shows the following two findings: Firstly, there are
mainly two types of “rain” metaphors, namely metaphors within a word and a whole word as a
metaphor. Metaphors within a word realize a mapping from the source “rain” domain onto other
concrete target domains, which expresses the aesthetic function of “rain” metaphors, while a
whole word as a metaphor tends to be mapped onto abstract target domains, which shows that
“rain” metaphors as a cognitive instrument also play an important part in human activities. Se-
condly, “rain” metaphors in Chinese expressions are of the following functions: It can help create
the sense of humor when used for irony; provide a concrete image for an abstract concept; deepen
readers’ impression via exaggeration; create an aesthetic feeling by allowing readers to imagine
and help express in a more euphemistic way.
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R AR —FEF ISR, BHa—MEg4ET X, BAMDARAT MR 1] W4T Rt c
R R R, ME RSB RIASEE . BHEr, ST RSB R R B TS F
KA Ry e 5 22 5 B Ve RN A B A Bt B R () g b, i RS T5 (2005) % Ll B 1 5
PSR BRI R BRI SR 4E(2009) I F(2010)0F 78 1 R A& Fam ;s BRIRHR(2009) 118 T RS
IR IR T 20 AT I 8 (2016) fE BiE KL EZEXT L 2 i 7 JEbOR SRV s SO . X “ Ry 7 Bemas B
FUAHRT B D, B #HEE(2009) NFE7R JI AR IR AT, REEIRDOE “W 7 Bt T 7 o drs BRih
BEs TI/NEEQOTO)AIFK SR, TRARZR(2010)XF Jey “FN 7 Fami i Scpb etk 5 22 7 di T Tt 9% . sEWCA
PR KE, MIENARRABHIRANGE 2 —, LR MARE—DEA.

EFRERETAANE S 2SR, @l o pOEh&F “W” FAREE, MiEagl W7
Reugy FEPOE Hh BT AR (A BRI B 26 ThE, BAEIESE “F 7 B 78 DB 355 Hh 1) 34 i R o1 3k
2. BLRBEMEEIL

Lakoff F Johnson (1980)F& H, Berdy ) 2 ol 2 8 i 5 — R W R IR 1 — R EW[2]. B
fii “7ET AN FRL, X2 AEIRATREE R A B2 AN A A BN RIS Rk, HARE I A k&
FBLS 2 5 bRi b7 [317E AATTARLS 3 48 AT ME AL B A2 v, B 722 1 R W EE A T A,
RZIFE M NI B4k R Rk 77 5
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Wi i R, 8 T AU A SR S N S A A B Sy — A, B AT R — R A A BT R e
K, BOBRAG R S [4] 1X— I FREE T AN 75 T AR AL o 3K — AR RAE mT DU B RO B AR AL o
3. NiE “F” PSRk

ASCERFEYET GBS R &JEs K% CCL i8R E(BL R fRiFR CCL). #ikxt b “FN” Baba
AT RS, KREBUSZEH W7 B 0P A e AR, B A 5 AR B A 1] 15 B i
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