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Abstract

Marx believes that cooperatives are the “transition point” to communism, and in reality its differ-
ent dominant functions have determined how to lead to the “transition point.” This paper firstly
analyzes the internal logic of the evolution of dominant functions of the cooperative; then it de-
scribes the evolutionary trajectory of the dominant function of Western countries and Chinese
cooperatives with the changes of the times, and reveals its internal and external reasons. Finally, it
analyzes the internal logic and external conditions (macro policies and cultural factors) that in-
fluence the evolution of the dominant functions of cooperatives. And then this article provides a
theoretical basis for China’s cooperatives to correctly grasp their essential attributes and the law
of functional changes and the evolutionary trend.
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Figure 1. Theoretical logical framework for determining the dominant functions of cooperatives
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Figure 2. The internal logic and external conditions of the evolution of the dominant functions of
cooperatives in western countries
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Figure 3. The internal logic and external conditions of the evolution of the dominant functions of cooperatives in China
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