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Abstract

Quiescent center (QC) is an important group of cells in root meristems of higher plants. It plays a
key role in the regulation of root meristem function and stem cells. However, due to a lack of
cell-specific gene expression tool, there is very limited understanding about gene functions within
this group of cells. In this study, we constructed a QC-specific gene expression system using the
promoter of Arabidopsis WOX5 gene and the synthetic GAL4-VP16-UAS transcriptional activation
system. We confirmed the QC-specificity of this system using GFP as the reporter gene, and also
tested its utility and effectiveness for studying gene functions using two known root stem cell reg-
ulatory genes, WOX5 and FEZ. Our results demonstrate that the expression system is QC-specific
and can be used to study the functions of different genes in QC cells.
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BILPLRBSEYRRSEHA T —HEEHR, ERRERKSIBENTHRIAREERBER. H
BT E RO R ENERRE TR, SHZAREEFERIEH T EEEER. KRR HE
BEIFWOXSER MBS T H B ANGAL4-VP16-UAS A TEREFEFBIERAWE T — A EREIFH
REgs L O RAEIRE B N ERRENEEFN RS B0 RNEEAERIEL T ZRERS
B 1k O R R, SRR A AR T4 AR R WOXSHIFEZR N T S RIERGH TR # 1L+
DIERTHEEI AT R IR . MRGRRPFWENREREASE LR OARSERE, THRMARE
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1. 5|8

B b ROy S AR R S AR G oG, LTI A S XRR S X 2 7], B —BE I8
YIRS TERE AL R SR, b ROl S 4 N, AN — BT A T 1], XA
T 00 AT B IREHT,  F R AR TR S R B AR KR B T T R SRR . Bk RO AT
FRATF-AH AR R AR AT R 4% PR A BB, AT — 7 AR B4 R T R E BT R R 5, i AT AT
— AN RO T BT RE L Ok, 4 5 B0 L E B A I T A0 IR AR R A0 BT [ 2] . 5 — T
20 B A2 R L O AR BB A AN TR T, AT BT AN AE R ThRE[3]. BT R E LAl
FEMR TR AR AR R I EEAER, K S R Y=t 78, Fenl R YK 8 Fit 7
) — BN R

ZZFEWMA, HWCERIWT — KM ERRSAEHLMR FHRMENER, W@
WUSCHEL-RELATED HOMEOBOX5 (WOX5) [4], SHORTROOT (SHR) [5], SCARECROW (SCR) [6],
PLETHORAs (PLT1/2/3) [7], FEZ[8], RETINOBLASTOMA-RELATED (RBR)[9], ACR4 [10]% . {H T3
R Z R Z A R R b Rk, BAER LR O A B i B A D RE H AT T 40iE 2 .

WOXS & H HT 1002 5 AR T4 i 42 2 R R ME— 7 F B O 4 B e R I R Y . e mig— A
[ 57 1 45k (homeobox) % 5 [l 7 KR B A, A FIRM B A ESNEYI ) 2 04 . WOXS 52595 A 41 41
o240 S R R B ) WUSCHEL A& T — AMEYI IR 1 5K0%,  BAEDIRE Bl B8 AR wOoXs Tife
T BOE T 40 o A AR R O AR 4], T BRI R TER L T RS A 2 B R g
M. BRCE ] wOXS 7 kRO IR RE S R IA LR AD R B 5 v I R B T e (4]

KA TERIH WOXS & 3T — M ERLEE IF AR A F 1E A O 20 i o SR S AN [F] H b B R Ry 7 PR A
MRS, NI ZANMRE R R R DI REM A B e 2t . ZRIE R AW S EM A, RIIRSh A
B AR RE AR . WIS WOXS Jash T AN T A R G 7 GAL4-VP16 M4l /7 4l. Hix
HRFBHAPOSH LA GALS 55500 A UAS J3 507 H ARt B 95571 . 1%L B R RS0
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A0 B2 T USRI AN FBRAE (R A 1 o 5
2. MN5EFE
2.1. SCHrAARY

PRGBS L) B 42 AUF GAL4-GFP 1458 11548 7% 10 1k 5 (Enhaner trap lines)HF0—+ M T BRI
PLRE TR 5 75 5 P 0 (http://nasc.life.nott.ac.uk) 3k 75 - 35SSGVG/UAS: : WOXS 5 3 Kk R[4/ Fh 1 F1 pFP101
#AR 5 i H A2 R BHE K %2 (Nara Institute of Science and Technology) Keiji Nakajima #(#% Fl172: [E 4% #) 7
i /R K %(Université Grenoble Alpe) Francois Parcy #(#% 1 5
(http://www.isv.cnrs-gif.fr/jg/alligator/vectors.html) . KT & Bk DHSa, BRI N VIEE &L HE 50 T ED
RN BRFF FW B Takara A &) (http:/www.takarabiomed.com.cn). R84 FT 1% (Agrobacterium tumefaciens)
Wk LBA4404 Wy H KA AL B A IR 2 7 (http://www.tiangen.com) . 5| & AT 77 ik 45 i _E i
Invitrogen 424 £ R 47 IR 2 7] (hitp://www.hbnxyhd.bioon.com.cn) B b 5% % BL b A= ) 52 R A7 IR A =]
(http://www.tsingke.net)#2 {4k .

2.2. T HBEREMHNEFSEKENS

PUFETFF T 10% B FBIREATR + 90% AR AP RS IR A R IRTE TR, 1R 10 20805 A RS Uk 3~4
s, ETCHE ST G-I T % 5 M T H 1% (wv)BIRER) 1/2 MS 357848 |, BT 22°C, 16 h 68
h BRI R R . T BMMERNTE B LR R BRI SRR, Tk, Z458ff
FH EEUE L R AT, W R B 5 45 R 5 B #5428 9% £ (PINDSTRUOP), # T 22°C, 16 h
JEHE/8 h B A K E AR K

2.3. HirsHE

PFP101 BARBUE : 78 B AT 78 75 Z I ZREBARRT, TATHNS pFP101 AT 7 008& , HARANin R
H Hindlll + Xbal %} pFP101 JFURLEAT X EEY), W KFREINS, H T4 EEEHA— NN LERINZ
SLRENL A, O R ARG %N pFPL, (A STFERIKIR) & Hindll, Bglll, Apal, Sacl, Sacll, Spel,
Xhol, Xbal, BamHl, Sall, Pstl BBy FEAL £, [ R 25 T JFREAAH B CaMV 358 Ja3h (K 1(A)).

IRBNERAE pFP-WOX5p::GAL4-VP16 FIAAEE: VARG I+ (BHE L) B A= BY LRI 40 DNA St HIER
1 AT FIR S5 i8I PCR §143R-45 — 4> 4.6 kb [ wOX5 LRI B30T F Bt A In-Fusion Jo4% 7 [%
777%(In-Fusion HD Cloning Kit, Takara-Clontech)¥ M BglIl {37 5548 N pFPL, T& 1 1a) 8 A 28 0 3 56
WEfS, A BamHI A7 5U4EN GAL4/VP16 Wi/ 7 41, J53& M GAL4-GFP Bisa 15k & J1511 (1)
K:[FZH DNA $ 393815, s EA %8 pFP-WOXS5p::GALA-VP16 (14 1(B)).

ERERREBGEMHE: A AMET 3 ANHWRERNEREHRMAE, B pFP-UAS:GFP,
pFP-UAS::WOX5-GR Fll pFP-UAS::FEZ-GR (9 1(B)). R ] UAS J5 5T /1 J1511 Z K41 DNA $ 111 5k,
H In-Fusion 5CFE 77220 HAdi N\ pFPL 1) Bgl AL ki, TR M AR pFP-UAS. 1 pFP-UAS #44%) BamHI
AL A N /N SRR B I ER S A BIBGR 45 A AL B G bS 7 41 GR  BOR I — AN [l 34k pFP-UAS-GR.
GR M\ 35S::GVG/UAS::WOX5 £ [K 4 DNA ¥ 385815 . GFP. WOX5 Fl FEZ H4ah% 25 5r A LA J1511 2 A
“H DNA, 35S::GVG/UAS::WOX5 R 41 DNA F1H (EHE L) BF A= B RNA & %1 cDNA AR 4 PCR §~
W3R1S . GFP Zwt 75 B BamHI 47 554G N H H 34K pFP-UAS TE R pFP-UAS::GFP; WOXS5 Fl FEZ ¥4
i 250 B BamHI A7 546 N\ pFP-UAS-GR, % pFP-UAS::WOX5-GR fl pFP-UAS::FEZ-GR. 5 GR @&
(13 H s J= PR g ) B 1 AE AR A L 5 A AR SR A R B T R A T I NG A . Lk e B S BT 5
WA 1, W RN B N B JE ERAEIF HEAT T S0E .
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g s, =
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£ X SSTLSS ==
Ea  <ddak=a 2 &

pFP-WOX5p::GAL4-VP16 S 5
ES  E3SusEs 33
Ta  <ddakxa £ 3
3

PFP-UAS:WOX5-GR
®)

H: A pFPL #AAMM R FE R R B, FHl 402837 HWFETIT 4283 HFEIESF[2]: 3557 1 358 43 5 A MHE LM 55
(CaMV)358 & gt 5 2 TR 28 1k 75 Nos™ i A AT 0 il Mg B (nopaline) & B R 1) 28 1B TR IR R &5 B (nos)Z61ET. B
WERIEBAEREE, b woxsp NMEETT Woxs RWME ST, GFP, FEZ, WOX5 N4tLZ5.

Figure 1. Schematic maps of expression vectors

1. RIEHAFREE

24. RUREEREKREE

MW 235 H A I P AL e N L3R AT T8 LBA4404, FHAE IR Y 3R 540 B TF A 3L R R 1117,
Ji I Rz G 0 R T, B RS ZE T PCR 20 TR i3 — B 0040 . & 34 ) A0 M AR B0 AE I
BTSN : pFP-WOX5p::GALA-VP16 ALK WOX5p(JC)-5 + VP16(JC)-3; pFP-UAS::GFP #1b#k

FH UAS(JC)-5 + GFP(JC) -3; pFP-UAS::WOX5-GR ¥t #kHl WOX5(JC)-5 + GR(JC)-3; pFP-UAS::FEZ-GR
HALFRA FEZ(JC) -5 + GR(JC)-3. _ERBIMIMFAE B 2.
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Table 1. Primers used in the construction of expression vectors

=1 HIMOEASI

B B R ElEZIh2

IEfE: 5-AGCTTAGATCTGGGCCCACGCGTGAGCTCCCGCGGACTAGTCTCGAGT-3'

FPL %2 5 BEA i .
p FRE J8E: 5-CTAGACTCGAGACTAGTCCGCGGGAGCTCACGCGTGGGCCCAGATCTA-3'
WOXS Forward: 5-GCTCAAGCTAAGCTTAGATCTGTGGTAGTGCTCAAGCTGGAG-3'
P Reverse: 5-GCTCAAGCTAAGCTTAGATCTTAATCTAAGTGTTGCTTCGTTTGTAG-3'
GALA/VPIG Forward: 5-"TCTCGAGTCTAGAGGATCCATGAAGCTCCTGTCCTCCATC-3'
Reverse: 5-CGACCTGCAGGCATGGATCCTACCCACCGTACTCGTCAATTC-3'
UAS Forward: 5-CACGCGTGGGCCCAGATCTCCTCTCCAAATGAAATGAACTTC-3'
Reverse: 5'-“GCTCAAGCTAAGCTTAGATCTCGGTGTCATCTATGTTACTAGATC-3'
GR Forward: 5'-GTCTCGAGTCTAGAGGATCCATGGTGAAGACTAATCTTTTTCT-3'
Reverse: 5“TCTGCAGGTCGACGGATCTTAAAGCTCATCATGTTTGTATAGTTC-3'
GFP Forward: 5'-GTCTCGAGTCTAGAGGATCCATGGTGAAGACTAATCTTTTTCT-3'
Reverse: 5-GTCTCGAGTCTAGAGGATCCATGGTGAAGACTAATCTTTTTCT-3'
WOXS Forward: 5-GTCTCGAGTCTAGAGGATCCATGTCTTTCTCCGTGAAAGGTC-3'
Reverse: 5-"TTTCGAGCTTCAGGATCCAGAAAGCTTAATCGAAGATCTAATGG-3'
FEZ Forward: 5-“TCTCGAGTCTAGAGGATCCATGGCGGCTGATCCTTCGG-3'

Reverse: 5'-TTTCGAGCTTCAGGATCTGTACTGGAGAAACAAGCTGGC-3'

"SI LR BRI B S AR MR B 81, 758 In-Fusion SRR S AR . R HHTE 519 A1EE B £ Rt

Table 2. Primers used for the confirmation of transgenic lines

2. HEREESIY

EIE/ B gl
WOX5p (JC)-5 (IE ) 5" TGGTTCCGATATACAACTTATGCATG-3'
VP16 (JC)-3 (JZ[) 5'-AGGGCATCGGTAAACATCTGCTC-3'
UAS (JC)-5 (IE[A) 5'-ACAATCCCACTATCCTTCGCAAG-3'
GR (JO)-3 (Jx[f)) 5-GTGTAAGTTTCTGAAGCCTGGTATC-3'
WOXS5 (JC)-5 (1E ) 5-GAGGCAGAAACGTCGTAAAATCTC-3'
GFP (JC) -3 (Jx[f) 5-TTGTATAGTTCATCCATGCCATGTG-3'
FEZ (JC)-5 (IE[A)) 5"-CAAAACTAGTAATAGTACAACTCCATC-3'

R SRS B B

2.5. BigEME

LRI BRI TR INE S A B 10 pg/ml BAL I E (propidium iodide) A,
B By, HEMEN FV1200 LR EBMEMEMME, BEKRENEROE 488 nm, il
510 nmo.

Jert BB (ISR 50%FLE2:30% H,0:20% /5 B FC 7 (Lugol’s solution) i &1k
Jv, H Nikon ECLIPSE 80i 73 T AH 2 R d5i %%, H DS-Ril i AHALA NIS-Elements 316 R
1T MR AL .
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3. ZRE S
3.1. HiFtgEMEERERDIESHRZ

AWM SEWE | ian, G4EH pFPL, pFP-WOX5p::GALA-VP16, pFP-UAS::GFP,
pFP-UAS::WOX5-GR M pFP-UAS::FEZ-GR. @612 BGERTG TR ER I R B vk, M0 GFP
HAMSEERICHATIRE, JH PCR AIIETE . 8 I 3458 -5 00~ #5787 DR S Bk A4 RAN R H A5 J R 3R IA 3
IR SE AT RL : pFP-WOX5p::GALA-VP16/pFP-UAS::GFP, pFP-WOX5p::GALA-VP16/pFP-UAS::WOX5-GR
Fl pFP-WOX5p::GALA-VP16/pFP-UAS::FEZ-GR . 4%} TR BAIE J5 TF e 3k — 25 73 #r o

3.2. it ERFIERGHE LD O RIEEIE

N T B UE BT R A ) DR 3Rk R G0 1 B R b o0 R R S, FRATT T 3 3R A BB R
pFP-WOX5p::GALA-VP16, pFP-UAS::GFP Fl pFP-WOX5p::GAL4-VP16/pFP-UAS::GFP AR5 R 4 i
IR HEAT TS, KRIHNEGEN pFP-WOX5p::GALA-VP16/pFP-UAS::GFP %) e (£ 1k rp o2 i HY 30
GFP 40561 2(D), Bl 2(E)), #E4 pFP-WOX5p::GALA-VP16 B¢ pFP-UAS::GFP {4 5% 1k dht 4
JIJE GEP G058 (8 2(C)), FHIH pFP-WOX5p::GALA-VP16 Y5 () H sk K 22 1k (R i B A 5 1k ot 4
Ry St

|| I i
"3 X lll.

|||!/;

3 ‘4.--'(

A)

A1 b b O R S

FILWB) Bk
]
i ARERRS (B -7
ik s
x” AFrEER
RRRLE PpFP-UAS::GFP DFP-WOX5p::GALY-VP16/pFP-UAS::GFP
® © D) ®

I AR TFIRR S E NN A R, BoRib G, R B4 B AR g B D8 2 R A | 43 A s B AR ER IV 2R DR R

BRGEMIN A L HEEH AW TR B R C-D: PLYEMLHRRIERER ), SoRaMugii & GFP & A m ke, 3t
th C NN pFP-UAS::GFP # AR IIRSS, D M E AEH pFP-WOX5p::GALA-VP16/pFP-UAS::GFP AR IR . C-D
FIRRIRZEA 20 K (um) o

Figure 2. Confirmation of QC-specificity of the constructed expression system

2. FREENRIA RS HIER L O BT I IE

3.3. g ERERIERGHTIREMIEIE

NT B AE TR 1) 3R R GUAE T TR R S B8 7 THI I Th Ak, FRATTERE T A CL AR 2R 200 A v 4 S5 A1
WOX5 M FEZ, N BFRIER . XA LR AR T4 A iR Thae, HRIEXIEAF[4] [8]. WOXS5 1
1k O G I PR S R, T A A 1 M LR RO 4 A Bh Rk N R R T4 AT B AR ThRE[12]. FEZ
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T AR A0 A L2 AL B T AR, DR Sk 5 3 B TR A0 B A I 23 2R A AR et 440 i P 9S8,
FCE B )RR R BERE T 40 R 00 AR R W) AR R A X RR PR gy R (8] . FRATT K 4 A
PFP-WOX5p::GALA-VP16/pFP-UAS::WOX5-GR Fl pFP-WOX5p::GALA-VP16/pFP-UAS::FEZ-GR W14/ 1 ££ #
KIGH 3 ROMNERR T S5 NI A 0 R R M ZE KA (FE 3L 4 dexamethasone, fij #X DEX)8 A% DEX
MRE R 5 BRr g 5 R, A LR B AU A b & B BE O LB &) v 0 AR A R AT WL &% . Bk
PFP-WOX5p::GALA-VP16/pFP-UAS::WOX5-GR 4l Wil & » fEAN DEX Ky 95k EARR 7 AR H 2 iy 4m i
s, HEF 7 IR 5 B AR R AR P (5 L AR H AR LS 3(A) 18] 3(D)), {BFE DEX W59+
B EAK I L O R J7 AR 2 AR R = B0 N (K] 3(B)AIE 3(C), K (BRI 3(F), % 3), KU
SRIE R G IR H A RS WOXS HEFEA R i s A 2t — B HmIfE A . BRILBAAh, 7E5 DEX HyH:
73k I pFP-WOX5p::GALA-VP16/pFP-UAS::WOXS-GR %))t 1k O A I 7r Z400% = T 7EA T DEX
M R EAKKDW(E 3, BB IL P LR WOXs EH i Er a3k,
pFP-WOX5p::GALA-VP16/pFP-UAS::FEZ-GR #JHi7EAE DEX 595 b A HAR S 7 A 2 2 1 41 iy
I35 T AR L 5 B AR RV A R R RS U] 3. 2 3), (BAES DEX (553 FAEK LS T, &
bt K A FE A M R G, BRSNS RN, R B S ) 2 R IR . (FDG S B R
R 0 R I7 RS IR EHOF RGN . X LS 25 R B FEZ X 1k B FG J) TR 40 A 2 sk o
ThEE, AWM. BT FEZ TR A ORIE, HEE o0 DL 4 i R 45 0] 82 @
AR B AR B R, B B i Lk O PR T R 7 AR Y TR RS

DEX+

'3
9
o)
>
Qo
=
g
=
Q
[
<
)
N
>‘A
iy
s
9
%.
>
Qo
s
a
w
%

PFP-WOX5p::GAL4-VP16/pFP-UAS::FEZ-GR

S— L. dF

W EEEWAC & G ZO0EMEBE R A, BIR pFP-WOX5p::GALA-VP16/pFP-UAS::WOX5-GR(A-F) #1 pFP-WOX5p::
GALA-VP16/pFP-UAS::FEZ-GR(G-D#Hi iR AR A0 M /- ZL AN A AR . Fet A, D, G, T N7EJG DEX(DEX-)[f3EFR5E AEK
4%, B, C, E, F, H, 1, K, L AfES 5 uM DEX (DEXH)3EFEE FAKIAE . 4hiE7ETC DEX B9 3L % 3 RIGHR &
A DEX MR FRB gk sk 5 RE M. Sk QA *bavE, e BRGRER i Skbis i b ol T R AL LZ

H-I 1S 2R R AU A 73 20X . bR RN 20 Tk (um).

Figure 3. Funactional assessment of QC-specific expression of WOX5 and FEZ
& 3. woxs % FEZ BEEE#IE P ORI RIARRITIEE D

» "\v.
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Table 3. Impact of QC-specific expression of WOX5 and FEZ on QC and columella stem cells
3. WOX5 0 FEZ fE8# L b FRIK R X8 AL O A T 4R Y 2200

1L
HRR 4T DEX 4b3 FE TR 4
SRR LR
- 12.2% 0 1.2
pFP-WOX5p::GAL4-VP16/pFP-UAS::WOX5-GR
+ 65.3% 0 2.23
- 8.5% 0 1.15
pFP-WOX5p::GAL4-VP16/pFP-UAS::FEZ-GR
+ 100% 0 1.17

VE R EAE BRI AR YA 12MS BRIk, Wikn 3 REEZEESAE DEX (5 uM)HiFREE R4R8AE K 5 K. A R HdE
R R MBWE R, MM B O G (057 b2 BB WG HE . Sk B T 40 Rk,

4. ER5iTe

AHERFIH WwoXxs 2K 5 5T F1 GAL4-VP14-UAS 3 R FIEBIE RGN T — A el fE 5 L0
S i R S e M DR B A [ B R A ) R G, I KB i B R GFP RIS SIE T 1%RIE KRG e
YRR, Rt I KB WOoXS M FEZ WA B AR5 3L N (3R IE R 1 FIL R iZ R G 70 L R T g
FIAT AT R Th Rk

ZUR AR N A SRR AR, EAT& B RIS RTAEY) 2 Dh REAE IR KAR B Rk /a3
HHRIERURPEAE I B R N 4 . (RIL, T R TR T RE O 40 e S5 M R DB L RZ O N S . TR
BB IR ) 20 [X Sk S [ A0 B R 2L 22K 70, Ry 4T M el 5 P PR 6 TR 2 0 R 0 e F 0 400 P e S 1k 35 (R o)y
REM— % EERG. X THETOEEYIR R K E T EZIER, AT E 00 20 R e 1 i R 3R
K RGN FOZ A MR R R s S R = TRe . DARR T4 MRR R 2 & Rt 7 —
=N

CHT AR FE R IR WOXS ThRg I 548 s v H I 20 PR o A R i L O A0 i o 41 R BY (4], 3R A
LR [ TE 5 Th RE & P g 1k p O A o ZERRE A 04k o ASHIE T R I 0 3 I A4 R 1) Rk R AL
1B g i R R IB BN WOXS BRI, BT s AT ik, 5 RS ie—2. (R R
BAME WOXS BRI =) S 80 b AR O A o ZR N, 5 FIRGIR R, X —45 1R WOXS ik
HHC 4 i 53 2L 2 5 R R AR DG HLRT BEARAE — /N GBI, T B T3 — BB 7T e 5 304 i 43 2400
FI . Willemsen 25K I FEZ (R IE X ss it T4 & L 24~ E ) Fan i, IR e 5 2 5 SR 414
R o 24P R AR 4T ML [8]. T IRt S RIA X EAE S, HENIL TR R g e =
PERI8]. HETANER FEZ XE bR AR S A HIEIEE. AWK FEZ 1 Eh Al R 5
ATDA RS O A 2, R B AR DhRe . RN RATIE K IL FEZ 1E## 1k O 3RIE
J 5 SO BBl 40 B (R T4 ) AN B0 43 24, BLAR H AT TGV R X — P s 2 g Al 3 R, o
X b OO A R R TR ), (EZ S — DR 5T FEZ BAE AR AL T — R AR R .

B oW

U H A S BB K% (Nara Institute of Science and Technology) Keiji Nakajima #{#7 #2 it AU
35SSGVG/UAS::WOXS5 Tty M1y [E 4% ) 14 A1 /K K Frangois Parcy ZHZ 2 4L 1 pFP101 #if4 .

ELmAB
RHFFARH] T R E 973 BT H (2014CB160306), PN A 22 A A 54 (12XLR36) 1% B .
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