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Abstract

The Donglin Party was formed during the Wanli period of the Ming Dynasty. The founder was Gu
Xiancheng. His members were mainly unorganized or out-of-town scholars. They called for reform of
politics, opposition to the eunuchs’ monopoly power, and opposition to the mining supervisors’ tax-
ation to plunder urban industrialists. They firmly believe in the political motto of “To cultivate the
moral self, regulate the family, maintain the state rightly and make the world peaceful”. On this basis,
a political group dominated by Jiangnan scholar-bureaucrats was gradually formed. Although their
political activities did not retain the Ming Dynasty which had been decayed for a long time, they had
produced an encouraging effect on the social atmosphere at that time. Their solid thought can be
said to be the precursor of the ideological trend of real learning in the end of the Ming dynasty,
which has progressive significance, and also has a profound influence on future generations.
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